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A T T I L A. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE RETRIBUTION. 

SmrT we the scene, and return to the kingdom of 
AttUa ! It was the fourth day after Theodore had left 
the country of the Huns for that sweet distant land 
where happiness, as we have seen, awaited him, and a 
bright gleam of sunshine was destined to checker his 
dark fate, when, at a short distance from the bank of 
the Tibiscus, two barbarians, who had left their horses 
with their followers by the stream, walked slowly on 
among the trees, wading through the long grass and 
tangled bushes. At length', su(Menly, from a spot be- 
fore them, came the flapping of heavy wings and a' 
hoarse arid scream from many a foul beak, whiles live 
or six large vultures rose up, crashing through' 4ke 
branches above, and leaving open to the sight all that^ 
remained of the unfortunate Arab, Cremera. From 
some cause, a nail, which had fixed one of the hands, 
had fallen out, and the skeleton, for to such a thing was 
the corpse now nearly reduced, hung by the other palm ; 
but two arrows were still seen hanging amid the fleshr 
less ribs, and telling the manner of the freedman's 
death. 

" Lo !" said the shorter of the two strangers — " lo ! I 
have now seen it with mine own eves ! And this man^s 
crime was but that he had obeyed my commands, and 
saved the li fe of the man that I loved ! Shall this be suf- 
fered, Ardaric ? Shall it last another hour, to ring in the 
ears of my people, to sound in their inmost Hearts, that 
Attila avenges not his own, that Attila cannot protect 
those who perform his bidding! Think you it was 
really Bleda's doing f* 
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" Doubt it not, oh king !" answered Ardaric. " Was 
not the Roman carried to his village 1 Would not death 
have been the stranger's portion, too, had he not escaped 1 
Some one bore thy brother the tidings of the youth's 
•journey, and they waylaid him, to cut the thread of life 
on which they fancied thine depended." 

" Ay ! It is even so !" answered Attila. " Therein 
is it that the Roman sinned in their eyes. But they 
shall find that I can rid me of mine enemies and avenge 
my friends ! To horse, Ardaric ! we will to our horses 
quick. The cup of vengeance is full and flowing over. 
He whom no warning could deter shall drink it to 
the dregs. The leaders we ordered must by this time 
have crossed the mountains." 

" They must have done so, oh Attila!" replied the 
King of the Gepidae ; " but what is thy will to do now ? 
Thou wilt not surely ravage a part of thine own people's 
lands ; or, by waging war agamst thy brother, give new 
heart to the pale Romans !" 

Attila stopped as he was advancing, and fixed his 
dark eyes full upon the countenance of Ardaric. 
" Hast thou known me so long," he said, *' and canst 
not yet guess what Attila will do ? Am I not king over 
this man also, to punish him for his evil deeds when 
they are directed against myself. No, no ! I will not 
ravage mine own land, nor slay mine own people. But 
the son of Paulinus will I protect, and even yon freedman 
will I avenge ; and I will crush the worm that raises its 
head against me, even though it call me brother. Ar- 
daric, dost thou not know what I will dot Bleda and 
I are no more for the same earth : I have borne with him 
long, but I bear with him no longer, and he dies ! now 
thou understandest !" and, with a quick, firm pace, every 
footfall of which seemed to crush the earth it trod upon, 
he returned to the spot where the horses had been left. 

About five hundred horsemen waited him there, and, 
at their head, Attila took his way towards the east. 
After two hours' riding, some three thousand more 
Joined him on the road ; and at the end of two hours 
more he paused, and sent messengers in different direc- 
tions to chieftains whom he named. Night fell, and 
with the first star of evening the monarch resumed his 
way. 

The autumn moon rose large and full, pouring over 
the wide plain in which the dwelling of Bleda was 
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placed with a yellow, tranquil light : the voice of na- 
ture was all still ; and not a sound was heard but the 
sighing of the wind through the branches, or the falling 
of a withered leaf amid those that had gone down be- 
fore it. A shooting star traversed the blue fields above, 
outshining, for the brief moment of its being, the moon 
herself, and then ending in emptiness. A heavy bird 
of night glanced across the moonlight, and, with a faint 
scream, disappeared. 

It was about midnight, and then from the neighbour- 
ing woods came forth, in dead, deep silence, troop after 
troop of shadowy forms ; and, leaving the village on one 
side, they drew a circle, fatal and sure as the unerring 
bowstring of a kindred race, around the dwelling of 
Bleda. They were all now on foot ; and when they 
had reached the distance of about two hundred yards 
from the building, the circle was complete, and they 
paused. 

" Now, Onegisus !" said Attila, " what hast thou to 
tell of the inquiries thou hast m^de. Speak, and if thou 
hast aught to say which should induce the king to spare 
his kindred blood, I will take thee to my heart, and 
give thee kingdoms! Speak!" and he clasped his 
hands together, and wrung the sinewy fingers hard, 
under emotions that even his iron soid could not re- 
strain. 

^' Alas ! oh king !" replied Onegisus, " I have naught 
to say which may mitigate thy wrath. I had hoped 
that it would be otherwise ; but I find — and I must speak 
truth unto the king — ^that even across -the mountains 
the followers of thy brother pursued the Roman youth, 
and ravaged a village, killing several and driving away 
the herds of all, because they lent the son of Paulinus 
a horse to fiy when he demanded it in thy name. Their 
dwelUngs are in the dust, and their blood stains tha 
grass, and the widows and the children cry to Attila for. 
vengeance." 

" They shall have it !" replied Attila. " Let those 
appointed follow me !!' and he advanced to the portico 
of Bleda's house. 

The chief door opened at once to the monarch's 
hand — "And can treason and treachery sleep so se- 
curely !" demanded Attila, in a sad tone, as he turned 
tlurough the first passage of the noiseless dwelling to 
the large hall in which banquets were usually held. It 
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Still smelt strong of the feast ; and the monarch paused 
in the midst, folding his arms upon his chest, and gazing 
iMtterly upon the ground. 

" Uldric," he said at length, " Uldric, where art thou V 

A man of powerful frame, and countenance more 
than usually ferocious, advanced before the king, saying* 
" I am here, oh Attila, and ready." 

" Is thy sword shan), and thy heart strong 1" demand- 
ed Attila. The chief bent his head in token of assent, 
and the monarch went on : " Go, then," he said, " and 
do the deed which none but a noble and brave hand 
should do ! But slay him not in his sleep, for that 
would seem as if thou wert ^ murderer, and he a coward 
afraid to die. Wake him ! Tell him his doom ! Tell 
him the cause ! Say he was warned, and would not 
hear ; and that the cup has' overflowed ! Ardaric, do 
thou see it done! Take warriors enough with thee 
that there be no resistance. Go ! go ! Yet stay I" con- 
tinued Attila : " stay ! Oh ye gods ! why have ye put 
this upon me % Is there none here who can speak a 
word in favour of my brother ? none who can say aught 
to stay the anger of the king ? All silent 1 Go, then ! 
go, Ardaric ! It is time that it were done." 

Attila waved his hand ; then, bending down his eyes 
asain, he remained motionless in the midst of those 
who stayed with him. But the only moment of inde- 
cision that he had ever shown throughout his life had 
passed away ; and, as the moonlight streamed on his 
dark countenance, no trait of wavering doubt could 
there be seen. All was firm and calm, though stem 
and gloomy ; and the knitted brow, the compressed lip, 
the clinched hand, told that there were pangs, but no 
hesitation within. 

The last of those sent upon the mission of death 
left the hall, and with steps which were scarce heard 
even by waking ears, they went upon their errand. A 
minute elapsed, and then there came a murmur of 
TOices, and then two or three loud shrieks from a wo- 
man's voice, mingled with sobbing, prayers, and sad en- 
treaties ; then a dead heavy fall — and then the tones of 
lamentation. Distant sounds succeeded, and the noise 
of steps in various parts of the building ; cries of grief 
and terror followed, and some signs of contention were 
distinguished. 

^ Bid thiun shed no move blood!" said Attila, turning 
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to one who stood near : " cut off the head, but mangle 
not the body !" 

Almost as he spoke, however, a slave rushed in with 
a lighted torch of pine in one hand, and a drawn sword 
in the other ; but when the light glared upon Attila, he 
stood suddenly motionless before the king, as if petri* 
fied with fear and astonishment. '* Oh king, they have 
slain thy brother !" he cried at length. 

"It is well!" answered Attila: "get thee on one 
side, so shall no harm befall thee." The next instant 
there came the sound of footsteps running quickly ; and 
Neva, with her hair dishevelled, and her feet uncov- 
ered, ran into the hall, and cast herself at the feet of 
Attila. 

" Oh, spare him ! spare him !" she cried ; " spare 
him for the memory of thy father ! Spare him for the 
remembered days of infancy ! Spare him, because of 
his weakness and thy strength! Pour not out thy 
kindred blood upon the dust! Remember that thou 
wert n brother ere. thou wert a king ! Spare him ; for- 
give him if he have offended thee ! But it cannot be ! 
They have lied unto me ; thou canst not seek thy broth- 
er's life ! Thou wouldst never slay him who has slept 
in the same cradle, eaten the same food, and stood by 
thy side in battle! Yet what dost thou here? Oh, 
spare him ! spare him !" and she clasped the knees of 
the dark monarch in the agony of apprehension. 

Others had followed her, women, and children, and 
slaves ; and at nearly the same time the chieftain called 
Uldric stood in the doorway, and held up before the 
eyes of Attila a naked sword, along the blade of which 
a drop or two of a dark red hue was s^en to trickle in 
the torchlight. 

" Maiden !" said Attila, laying his hand on Neva's 
head, " cease thine entreaties ; they are now vain. Yet 
have not I done this thing. His own hand it was thai 
pulled the ruin on his head. He it was that cast him- 
self upon my sword, knowing that it was drawn, and 
that the hand was firm that held it. Weep, if thou wilt ! 
Go to thy chamber and weep ! it is the right and the 
weakness of woman. Go ! but entreat no longer ; thou 
hast none now to tsave !" 

She heard not, or heeded not his words, but a^fll 
clasped his knees, and with wild looks and streaming 
eyes she poured forth her supplicationiB. They were 
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interrupted, however, by her mother's voice, who passed 
through the crowd like a spectre, and, with spots of 
blood upon her garments, stood before the king. " Ask 
him not to spare, my child," she said, in a voice as calm 
as death ; " ask him not to spare ! He knows no 
mercy! Ask him rather to give us our own doom 
quickly. Thy father is dead already ; why should we 
be left alive ? Or is it thy will, oh king, that we be 
sold as slaves ? We are ready ; but we would tather 
die if the choice were left to such as us. We are but 
thy brother Bleda's widow and children, and therefore 
have no claim upon the conqueror of the world : no, 
not even to choose between death and bondage. He 
that spared not his own brother will not spare the wo- 
men and the babes." 

"Woman, I did spare him!" answered Attila, sol- 
emnly : " three times did I spare, when any other man 
on earth, had he been monarch or slave, had died for 
80 offending Attila. Woman, I spared him so long as 
his deeds elected but myself; but when he forgot all 
law and justice to my people, when he made ready the 
spear and sword to raise up contention in the land, 
when he slew the innocent and the noble, Attila forgot 
he had a brother. Neither bondage nor death await thee 
and thy children; thy husband's crimes have not af- 
fected thee ; honour, and wealth, and peaceful posses- 
sion of all that he possessed shall be thine ; thy children 
shall be as my children, and 1 will defend them against 
their enemies. Attila sought not his brother's wealth ; 
he sought but to do justice, and justice has been done. 
Take them hence, Ardaric ! take them hence ! she is 
privileged to reproach and murmur ; but Attila would 
not that his ear should have any words that might of- 
fend him. Take them hence !" 

They were removed without resistance ; and, after 
pausing for a moment in thought, Attila demanded of 
those who had been present at his brother's death, 
" What men have ye found in the house I" 

" But few," was the reply ; " and they were slaves." 
' "Was the deformed negrOj Zercon, among themV 
asked the monarch again. 

" No," replied the Hun to whom he spoke ; " we 
found him not." 

" Let him be sought," said Attila, sternly. " He it 
wafi, he it must have been who betrayed to Bleda the 
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young 'Roman's journey. Accursed be all they who 
supply to kings the means of gratifying bad desires ! 
Let him be sought, and, when found, scourge him from 
hence to Margus, and give him up to the chief whom 
they call bishop of that town. I promised him to love, 
defend, avenge his nephew ; and 1 would that he should 
know I keep my word. Onegisus, thou shalt remain 
here. Keep the'land in peace ; assuage the grief that 
thou findest ; and see that no evil spirit rise among the 
tribes, to call for the hand of Attila, and divide the 
power of the Huns. Ardaric,'' he continued, turning 
to the King of the Gepidae, "' I could wish, too, that 
messengers were sent to meet the son of Paulinus as 
he returns from the banks of the Juvavus : let them be 
despatched, and tell him to return by Margus. That 
good priest of the new God of the Christians will see 
him joyfully, as this matter may have reached his ears, 
and he may be fearful for his nephew's safety. I 
would,'' he added, la3nng his hand upon the sleeve of 
Ardaric's tunic, "I would that friends and enemies 
should see and know that the word of Attila, be it for 
good or be it for evil, is never broken ; and that any 
one who finds a promise of the king unfulfilled, should 
boldly say, Attila is dead." 

Thus speaking, he turned, and leaving the hall, issued 
out into the portico before the house of Bleda, over 
which the same calm moon was still shining; while 
round about, in awful silence, stood the dark circle of 
the Hunnish troops, waiting the conclusion of the fatal 
deeds enacting within that low and quiet-looking abode. 
Attila paused for a moment, and raised his hand to his 
eyes as if the moonlight offended his sight. Then, 
striding forth into the open space, he tumeid and gazed 
for a few moments on the dwelling of Bleda. That 
contemplation was probably bitter, for as it ended he 
exclaimed, "Alas, my brother!" And that was the 
only regret to which, throughout his life, the lips of 
Attila gave voice. 

There were old men who had known him as a boy, 
and who lived to see his death, but they declared that 
within that one night was comprised the whole that 
Attila had ever felt, either of indecision or regret. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THC NEGRO. 

The wind blew keen over the plains through which 
the Danube wanders, ere, in approaching Orsova, ii 
rushes between the giant mountains, through which it 
seems to have rent its onward course. Barbed with 
sleet, that cold wind dashed in the faces of the young 
Roman and his followers as he led them onward to- 
wards the city of Margus, according to the directions 
which he had received from Attila by the way. He 
passed by Singidunum, and he rode through Tricor- 
nium. When last he had seen them, they were full of 
busy life, garrisoned with numerous troops, splendid 
with all the profuse luxury of old and corrupted civiliza- 
tion. There was now a broken wall, a pile of ashes, 
solitude, silence, and the whispering grass — already, like 
the world's forgetfulness, grown up upon the grave of 
things once bright. From the gate of Singidunum 
started away a wolf as the young Roman passed ; but 
under the wall of Tricornium, a solitary hovel, raised 
from the massy ruins of a gate, and thatched with the 
bi-anches and the leaves of trees, showed that either 
accident or old attachment had brought back some 
human being to dwell in that place of desolation. The- 
odore approached, but he found it was no other than an 
old half-crazy woman, who, when she saw him, shrieked 
forth, " The Huns ! the Huns !" and fled, stumbling and 
tottering amid the piles of ruins. 

What a strange contrast was it when, the next day, 
he approached the gates of Margus ! Gradually the 
desolation ceased ; the country resumed its appearance 
of fertility ; cultivated fields and rich gardens appeared ; 
the villa, the palace, and the church crowned the sum- 
mits of the gentle hills ; and everything betokened un- 
interrupted peace, and a place of splendour, luxury, and 
repose. As he entered the gates were seen the Roman 
soldiers, fully armed and equipped; but his Hunnish 
garb, and the barbarian features of those who accom- 
panied him, seemed rather as passports to secure his 
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entrance than impediments in his way. No opposition 
was offered, and the soldiers gazed upon him with a 
smile. 

In the market-place, which was crowded with peo- 
ple as gay, as hvely, as splendid as any city of the 
empire could display, a number of Huns were loitering 
about among the rest ; and a Greek flower-girl, mista- 
king him for one of the barbarians, ran up, and while she 
fixed a garland of m)rrtle, mingled with some of the 
latest flowers of autumn, to his saddle-bow, addressed 
him in a few broken, mispronounced sentences in the 
Hunnish dialect, desiring him to buy her flowers with 
some of the spoils of the enemy he had slain in battle. 

Theodore could have wept ; but he answered the girl 
in Greek, telling her to place her wreaths on the tombs 
of those who had died in defence of their country ; and 
he was riding on, when suddenly his eye was caught 
by a train crossing the market-place, and his ear almost 
deafened by the acclamations of the people. While 
slaves and attendants, in extraordinary numbers, both 
followed and succeeded, in. the middle of the group 
which attracted so much attention was seen a chariot 
of ivory and gold, drawn by four white horses ; and in 
it sat, bowing his head to the people, and scattering 
benedictions as he passed with his hands extended wide 
in graceful dignity, Eugenius, bishop of Margus. 

Loud and repeated were the vivats of the multitude ; 
and Theodore heard nothing on every side but warm 
and joyful praises of his kinsman. " Our good bishop," 
cried one. " Bless him for ever," exclaimed another. 
" He alone saved us in peace and prosperity, when 
all was death and desolation round," said a third. 
"Ay," rejoined his neighbour, "and Theodosius him- 
self, who would have given him up to death, is now 
thankful enough to him for having saved the town of 
Margus." "And well he may be," said a fifth, who 
overheard what was proceeding; "well he may be 
thankful to him for saving the finest, if not the largest 
city of his empire." " I have heard," said another, 
" that Theodosius has vowed to put him to death, but 
tkat he is forced to dissemble for fear of Attila." " He 
had better dissemble," answered one of those who had 
spoken before ; " put to death ! we would sooner give 
ourselves altogether up to the Huns." " The Huns are 
very good people," continued another, seeing Theodore 
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and his followers endeavouring to make their way past 
^em. " I love the Huns ; they are honest, and keep 
their word, and are only terrible to their enemies." 

Theodore could not but smile, although his heart 
was full of bitterness; but he thought, at the same 
time, ^ If all these people judge thus of the bishop's 
conduct, bow many arguments may he not find in his 
own bosom to justify the acts he has committed." 

Thus thinking, he pushed on his horse, and made his 
way through the crowd towards the dwelling of the 
bishop, whither the chariot of the prelate seemed to 
have proceeded before him ; for a crowd of men and 
boys, who had accompanied it with loud acclamations, 
were now gathered together round the gates, the jani- 
tor of which had much ado to keep them from pushing 
their wky into the building. Theodore demanded to 
see his uncle, and told his name, on which he and all 
his followers were instantly admitted. 

He found the bishop seated near the centre of the 
hall, with a crowd of attendants near him, while before 
him stood several Huns in their barbarian garb, one of 
whom had his hand upon a chain, which was attached 
to the neck and hands of the miserable, deformed, and 
mutilated negro, Zercon. He was nearly stripped of 
his fantastic clothing, and with bare feet, bloody with 
long journe3ring, he stood with a haggard but a tearless 
eye, venting, even at that hour of misery, one of those 
wild jests which had procured him favour with his for- 
mer lord. 

" Faith, sir," he said, speaking apparently to the bish- 
op, " you had better order me death if you intend to 
gunish me properly ; I have tried all other punishments 
ut that, and therefore you have no choice left ; as for 
the horrid prison that yoif talk of, I once inhabited 
for fifty years a prison more horrible than any you can 
devise." 

" For fifty years !" exclaimed the bishop, " for fifty 
years ! Say, where was that 1" 

'' Here !" said the negro, striking his hand upon his 
breast ; *' here ! Match me that, if you can. Let the 
greatest t3rrant that ever cumbered earth show me a 
prison that will equal this; and herein has dwelt, for 
fifty years, a being not less sensible of pain, not less 
alive to kindness, not less capable of gratitude than any ; 
but more patient, more enduring, more courageous than 
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you all. Here, in this loathsome and abhorred prison, 
has he dwelt, scorned, buffeted, contemned, accused, 
condemned, and punished without guilt, the 8p<irt of 
fools, and scapegoat of the bad. Everything has been 
tried upon me that human wickedness could frame or 
man's endurance bear. Try death, at last ! I cannot 
lose by the exchange." 

The eye of the bishop had remained fixed upon the 
deformed negro, while he poured forth, in an eloquent 
tone, the words which we have repeated, and only wan- 
dered for a moment to the group of strangers who en- 
tered the atrium, observing nothing more than that they 
wore the common garb of the Uuus. He was evident- 
ly moved by the man's speech, and was about to reply, 
when Theodore advanced, addressing him by his name. 
The bishop started up, and, after gazing at him for a 
moment, folded him in his arms. 

"Theodore!" he exclaimed, "now can I welcome 
you to Margus ; a Tadmor in the wilderness ; a pros- 

gerous city in a land of desolation. But how came you 
itherl" 

" I will tell you shortly, sir," replied Theodore ; "but, 
in the first place, let me ask you, why stands this poor 
man before you thus V^ 

" He was sent hither," replied the bishop, "by Attila, 
that great and mighty king, whose words are as true as 
his arm is powerful. He promised me long ago to 
project and defend you ; and this slave, it seems, be- 
trayed your purposed journey into the mountains to the 
ear of Bleda, your enemy. Therefore is it that Attila 
sends him hither, to receive what punishment I will. I 
doom no man to death ; but I was about to sentence 
him to solitude and chains, in the tower by the water 
side." 

" God has spared you a great crime," replied Theo- 
dore. " This man betrayed me not. Far from it. He 
aided to save my life, when, ere another evening sun 
had set, my fate would have been sealed. Twice has 
he contributed to deliver me from danger. Oh! set 
him free, my uncle. Take off that chain ! it is not fit- 
ting for him. His mind is noble and generous, though 
his body is as thou seest. But what have we to do 
with that? God, wise and mysterious, has made him 
as he is ; let us not trample on God's handiwork." 

The negro sprang forward, dragging his chain after 

Vol.. 11.— B 
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him ; and casting himself at the feet of the young Ro* 
man, he dewed his hand with tears. " It is not," he 
cried, *' it is not that you come to save me, but it is that 
you speak as if I were your fellow-man." 

" Far be it from me, my son," said the bishop, " to 
treat any one possessed of our common nature other- 
wise than a Christian should do. We are all worms in 
the eyes of God, the greatest, the proudest, the most 
beautiful, as weU as the lowly and the distorted. Take 
the chain from him, and let him go free. Now, tell me 
truly, man, I adjure thee, by whatever thou boldest 
sacred, tell me, was it thou who bore to Bleda the ti- 
dings of this youth's journey, and if so — " 

" There is no if!" interrupted the negro, with solemn 
vehemence : " I opened not my lips. Was I not the 
first to warn him that Bleda hated him? Did I not 
convey to the ears of Attila himself timely notice of his 
brother's purpose, when Bleda whetted the sword 
against him between Viminacium and Cuppse ? Did I 
not hear Bleda vow, that, till age palsied his arm, or 
death closed his eyes, he would pursue that youth with 
vengeance, and seek the destruction of that bold Arab 
who dared to struggle with and overthrow him ? Did I 
know all this, and do all this, and yet betray to the 
tiger thirsting for blood the track of the deer that he 
sought to overtake ? Did I know all this, and do all 
this, and yet tell to Bleda that he who had shown me 
pity and sympathy, came, as it were, to offer his throat 
to the knife within eight hours of that fierce man's 
dwelling-place 1 Oh no ! I opened not my lips. There 
were whole tribes of Bleda's people round when the 
boy Ernac told me that the Roman was about to depart 
from the land. They bore the tidings to the king ; and 
he gained from Ellac, the eldest son, the course of his 
whole journey, and the number of people whom they 
supposed would follow him. The number proved ten 
times more than they expected, and Bleda had too few 
with him to attack them all. He took vengeance on 
the Arab, however ; and the Roman youth, after Bleda's 
departure, fell into a trap baited with his freedman's 
blood. I betrayed him not, but I aided to save him, and 
he knows it." 

"I do," answered Theodore; "had it not been' for 
thee, and for one whom I will not name, I had ended 
my life long ere now. But say, how am I to return to 
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the dwelling of Attila when the tribes of Bleda lie 
across my way 1" 

" Did not those who told thee to come hither tell thee 
more r* demanded the negro. 

" They told me nothing," answered Theodore, " but 
that it was the will of Attila I should pass by Margus 
as I returned. Of Bleda they said nothmg." 

" Bleda, oh Roman," rephed the negro, " the power- 
ful, the revengeful, the unforgiving, is like a diy stra- 
monium bush in the desert, whose bitterness is parched 
up and gone, whose very tl^oms are withered and pow- 
erless. His name, his mighty name, is like the whisper 
of the wind among the rocks, speaking of tempests that 
we feel no more, of blasts from which we are sheltered ! 
Bleda is dead, oh Roman ; his arm is in the dust." 

" Dead !" said Theodore, a presentiment of the dark 
truth coming over him, even before it was spoken; 
'* dead ! How did he die V 

" Those who told thee to come hither," said the ne- 
gro, " were right to tell thee no more. Over the name 
of Bleda, and over his fate, there hangs a cloud : the 
Huns speak of it not, and are wisely silent ; but of this 
I am sure, that there are not twenty men throughout 
all the land who do not feel that they are more at ease 
since there has been one great and unquiet spirit less 
in the world." 

" But his children !" exclaimed Theodore, now fully 
convinced by the dark hints of the negro that the death 
of Bleda had been of an unusual and a bloody kind. 
" His family ? his children ? what has become of them 1" 

" They are safe," replied the negro, " they are safe 
and well ; and one fair maiden, good, and gentle, and 
kindly as thou art, would fain have saved even me, 
lowly as I am, from a fate that she knew I deserved 
not. But her intercession was of no avail ; and to say 
the truth, for I am wellnigh wearied out with this sad 
life, I grieved more that she should plead in vain than 
that I should be the object for which she vainly pleaded." 

" My nephew shall try to make life more supportable 
to thee," replied the bishop. " Thou shalt go back 
with him, and he shall clear thee before the king. For 
well thou knowest, that when Attila has resolved the 
destruction of any one, no land can prove a shelter, no 
distance a barrier, no time an impediment, till he be 
avenged or appeased." 
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■ " I know it well," replied the negro ; " and I know 
also, and willingly will say it, that fierce and stem as 
that great king is sometimes called, ho one is more 
easily appeased for personal offences, no one more at- 
tentive to justice where truth can be made plain. Even 
with his brother Bleda, did he not forbear to the very 
last, though he well knew that his designs were pointed 
against Attila, not against the son of Paulinus 1" 

" How so T" demanded the bishop ; " thy words are 
dark, my brother ; I know not, and cannot even divine 
the cause of Bleda's hatred to my nephew. He injured 
him not.^' 

" I could make my dark words clear," answered the 
negro in Greek. " But I love not to talk of things 
that do not concern me when there are many ears 
around." 

The bishop paused for a moment, and giving the iat- 
tendants of Theodore and the Huns who had brought 
the negro thither into the hands of one of his own offi- 
cers, he bade him entertain them well, and return to 
conduct the unhappy Zercon thence in a few minutes. 
The attendants of the bishop easily divined his wishes, 
and the hall being instantly cleared, the negro was left 
alone with Eugenius and Theodore. 

" Now," said the bishop, " now explain this mystery, 
why a man in command of reason should hate and seek 
the death of another who had never injured or offended 
him, and that, too, at first sight." 

" Speak, Zercon," added Theodore, " and let us know 
the whole, for I have heard from Ardaric and others a 
part of the story, yet much remains unexplained. Was 
It not some prophecy that — " 

" Listen, and you shall hear," said Zercon. " When 
Attila first heard that this noble bishop had carried off 
Bome treasures — " 

" I carried off no treasures !" exclaimed the prelate, 
••and so I proved unto the king." 

" But he heard that you had," answered the negro, 
" and that cause— with many another offence committed 
by the Romans, together with some idle time on his 
part, and no other object of conquest before his eyes — 
made him resolve to pour the tide of war upon the East- 
em empire. When Attila, then, first determined upon 
war, he gathered his myriads together on the first plain 
beyond the mountains ; and while messengers came to 
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and fro, in order to avert hostilities which were already 
resolved, the king went up to the mountains to ask a 
holy man, who dwells there, the issue of his enterprise. 
So has he done in all the wars of the last five years, and 
the words of the hermit have ever proved true ; for he 
promised Attila victory^ and to those who know him it 
needs not he a prophet to foresee that. Now, also, he 
assured him of success, but upon one condition. He 
told him that if he would ride down towards the Danube 
with but few followers, he would meet a Roman on the 
Hunnisb bank of the river, whom he should spare, and 
protect, and love. If wrong befell that Roman, or any 
of his family, the old man told him, either from the 
hand of Attila himself or any of his people, and if, for 
seven years, he, Attila, did not secure and protect him 
against all his enemies, not only his course of victory 
^^ould cease, but death itself would cut him off in liis 
return to his own hearth. * His fate,' said the hermit to 
the king when he told this tale, * his fate is bound up with 
yours ! See that no evil happen to him, for worse wiU 
instantly fall upon yourself. You shall do him jio 
wrong — you shall show him all favour. Go now and 
seek him !' Such were the old man's words." 

The Bishop Of Margus smiled as the^egro pro- 
ceeded, but Zercon went on with his tale : " Attila 
rode on from that spot; but, ere he had reached the 
banks of the great river he was met by some people 
posting inland to say that a Roman had ventured 
across th<e stream but slenderly attended, notwithstand- 
ing the daily feuds that already gave notice of the com- 
ing war, and to ask what they should do with him. At 
those tidings, Attila and Bleda both saw the first part 
of the old man's prophecy fulfilled, and from that mo- 
ment they doubted not one word of the rest. Attila 
went on without his brother, and found this youth. Ye 
yourselves know all the rest." 

" Still we see not why Bleda should seek his life," 
replied the bishop, ^' unless, indeed, he sought to take 
his brotlMBT's also ; and then he might have taken it at 
once." 

"He sought not to take his brother's life," replied 
Zercon : " he dared not, or he would ; but he belieVed 
the prophefcy, and thought that if this young Roman, 
on whom his brother's life and fortunes depended, 
w«xe away, a hundred accidents in the course of war 
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might lay the head of Attila in the dust. Ever through 
life did he covet whatever Attila possessed, and there- 
fore was it that he sought at first to take a hfe on which 
that of his brother depended. Afterward revenge was 
added to the same anibition; but his plans had gone 
still farther. His daring had increased with impunity ; 
and day by day he was nerving his heart to contend 
with Attila himself, vainly hoping that many of the 
gr^at king's chiefs — perhaps even some of the mon- 
arch's children — ^would join him. But his life and his 
plots ended together." 

" Wert thou with Bleda V- demanded Theodore, to 
whose ear the prophecy of the old man, and its partial 
accomphshment, appeared strange and interesting ; 
'^wert thou with Bleda and Attila when the hermit 
told him to go down to meet me V 

" I was !" rephed Zercon, showing his white teeth 
with a wild laugh — " I was ! Attila, ivhen he set out, 
chose Ardaric and Onegisus to go with him ; and Bleda 
asked the King of the Gepidae whom he had better 
choose, for they made a solemn ceremony of it. Ar- 
daric, who believes in no such things, replied, ' Why, 
take your black jester!' and whether Bleda thought 
that too a prophecy or not, I cannot tell ; but certainly 
he took me, and I stood in the mouth of the cave while 
they conversed within." 

He was interrupted by a woman entering to draw 
water from the tank in the midst of the hall ; and, ere 
she was gone, the bishop's officer returned to conduct 
Zercon from his presence. 

" Use him well," said the bishop, " and kindly. Put 
him among the most favoured slaves ; give him water 
to wash his feet, and food, and wine. Nor must any 
one make a jest of him. It is forbidden in my dwelling 
to mock any of God's works." 

The slave and the negro retired, and Theodore was 
left alone with his uncle, round whose lip a somewhat 
doubtful smile had hung during the whole of Zercon's 
account of that prediction which had obtained for his 
nephew security in some respects, and brought him 
into danger in others. 

" The words of the good hermit, I rather think," he 
said, as soon as the negro departed, " have led even the 
mighty and clear-sighted Attila into error." 
v^J' Indeed!" exclaimed Theodore, in some surprise; 
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^ then you do not credit his pretensions to be a proph- 
et t" 

" He is better than a prophet, my son ; he is a wise 
man,^ replied the somewhat worldly prelate; but in- 
stantly seeing, by the mounting colour in his nephew's 
cheek, that his profane words had shocked the sensi- 
tive mind of the youth, he added, " Far be it from me 
to say that the gift of prophecy is not excellent ; but it 
is better to be a good man, and wise unto God, than to 
be a prophet and offend. This hermit is a man of sdl 
great qualities and Christian virtues ; austere unto him- 
self, charitable towards others ; holy in life, spending 
his years in meditation and constant prayer! There is 
much reason to believe that to such a one the gift of 
prophecy might be extended. So much did I think of 
his wisdom, and so far did I trust in his advice being 
holy and good, that, ere the Huns poured down upon 
the Roman empire, I sent messengers to ask his coun- 
sel as to mine own conduct in such a moment of trial. 
He loves me well ; and for many years I have profited 
by his wisdom and experience, till I am what I am. 
To show him and all men that personal fear was un- 
known to the bosom of Eugenius, I told him that on a 
certain day I would cross the Danube myself, and ad- 
Vance towards the mountains, if he would come down 
to meet me ; and I doubt not that his prophecy referred 
to me and not to thee. Attila came down sooner than 
was expected, and encountered thee on the way : thy 
sudden coming delayed me for a day ; and, ere I crossed 
the river, the myriads of the Huns were pouring down 
from the mountains. I obtained a promise of security, 
however, from Attila himself; saw him, found him mild 
to treat with, and easily appeased. The wiles of the 
Byzantine court he abhorred ; but I told him truth. I 
offered to show him mine own treasury and the treas- 
ury of the city, and that we should purge ourselves by 
the most solemn oath of all share in taking that treas- 
ure which his people declared they had lost ; but at the 
same time I proposed to repay it with fourfold its value 
as amends. He received the proposal well ; swore to 
me, solemnly, that he would protect thee and Flavia, 
and all her household; and, upon some other condi- 
tions which he made, he promised to give the citi- 
zens of Margus peace. Thou seest how he has fulfilled 
hi« word." 
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" I see it, indeed, my uncle," answered Theodore ; 
" I see that Margus, like an oasis in the Libyan sands, 
is fr^sh, and bright, and luxuriant, in the midst of ruin 
and desolation. But, alas ! alas ! would it have been so 
if Margus had not opened her gates to the invader ? If 
the first city of the Roman empire had made a stand 
against the barbarians as they poured upon the frontier?" 

" The only difference would have been," replied the 
bishop, his brow growing dark, "that Margus would 
now be in the same situation as the rest. What 
troops had we to resist 1 What means of defence had 
Theodosius given us t None ! He thought but to ap- 
pease the evil spirit of the war by drawing a line in my 
blood between himself and the wrath of Attila; and he 
took no measure to defend his territories, made no ef- 
fort to protect his people. How did Viminacium stand, 
which had ten centuries within its walls 1 how did Tri- 
comium resist 1 how Singidunum, how Naissus, Sardi- 
ca, Ratiaria, and all the cities of the Illyrian border ? 
Singidunum resisted for a day; Viminacium saw the 
Hunnish myriads with the dawning light, and was a 
heap of ashes ere nightfall. So was it with all the rest ! 
Theodore, I am satisfied. In the midst of the deso- 
lation of the land, where many hundreds of thousands 
have fallen, where every trace of cultivation and of 
sweet domestic peace has been swept away, I have 
saved a Christian people in peace and prosperity, 
without one drop of blood shed, either of our own or 
others." 

Theodore thought that this was one of those few ac- 
cidental cases where good had sprung from evil ; but 
his heart, as a Roman and a man, told him that his 
uncle's reasoning was false. He replied not, however, 
and the prelate went on. " I have done all this, Theo- 
dore, and I am satisfied. Is it not enough for the shep- 
herd to save his sheep from the wolf, though the mon- 
ster be obliged to seek his prey in some other flock 1 
Would it not be enough for me to have delivered from 
peril and death those" whom God has given to me, with- 
out any consideration of others ? But when I know, 
and did know, that nothing I could have done would 
have saved myself or benefited them who have since 
fallen, ought I not to be satisfied 1 Whenever in my 
own heart a weak doubt arises, one shout of the glad 
multitude who owe their lives to me is sufficient to put 
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all at peace within my breast. Yes, I can look back to 
every circumstance, and say, this have I done, and I 
am satisfied ! But 1 have done more, oh Theodore !" 
he added, his mind seeming suddenly to turn into 
another path, and a different expression coming over 
his countenance — " I have done more ! The weak, pale, 
cowardly Theodosius, who, trembling on his throne, 
would have spilt my blood, out of the true tyrant^s vice 
of terror — the heretical wretch, led by the subtle Euty- 
ches to persecute all those who hold the pure and ortho- 
dox faith— dare no longer wag a finger at Eugenius, or 
talk of punishing the citizens of Margus for submitting 
to an enemv they could not resist, and from whom he 
refused to defend them. He dare not dream of striking 
a hair from the head of one of the citizens of Margus. 
Nor,^since Attila is thy protector, would he dare to 
lay hands upon thee, even if thou wert to cross the 
courts of his palace to-morrow — no, not for his very 
throne !" 

Theodore was unconvinced; but he refrained from 
reply, and turned the conversation to another part of 
the same subject, by relating to the bishop the kindlv 
offers of protection which Flavia had received from Vat 
entinian. 

" He has kept his word," replied the bishop, " for 
such was the tenour of a promise that he made to me. 
Think not that I went rashly and hastily into even that 
act which I knew would save Margus. To Theodosius 
I had applied for aid in vain, and 1 then applied to Val- 
entinian. He could not aid me, but he justified my 
conduct, and promised me personal protection in case 
of need. I sent him messengers when all was secure, 
and he engaged to give both to Flavia and yourself jus- 
tice, protection, and support, in the empire of the West." 

Theodore felt that his uncle was kind, far more kind 
than he could have expected or hoped ; he felt, too, that 
his mind was powerful, and his«heart not without high 
and noble feelings ; but, alas ! the^threads of cunning 
selfishness ran hither and thither through the whole, 
and, like the veins of some inferior substance in a pre- 
cious stone, rendered nearly valueless the better part. 
Theodore felt that he could love Eugenius ; but he would 
not have been Eugenius for the world. 

Thus passed the day ; but the next morning, as The- 
odore sat at meat with his uncle, it wts announced that 
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£dicon,, one of the favourite officers of Attila, together 
with Maximin, ambass^or fromTheodosius, approached 
the city of Margiis in their way from Constantinople 
to the country of the Huns ; and when Theodore beheld 
the reverence and respect which the ambassador him- 
self, and those who accompanied him, evinced towards 
the prelate who had first received the barbarians into 
the empire, he could not help feeUng how brilliant a 
thing in the eyes of man is successful evil. During a 
whole day the ambassador and his train sought repose 
in Margus — and Theodore determined to accompany 
him on his onward journey. His uncle forced upon hira 
a casket of gold ere he departed, conquering his aver- 
sion to receive it by declaring that it was a debt he had 
owed Paulinus ; and Theodore, feeling that it might be 
needful, made no further resistance. 



CHAPTER HI. 

THE WroOW's DWELLING. 

Near a bend of the Tibiscus, on a meadow that might 
have refreshed the weary eye in summer by its beauti- 
ful verdure, the Romans pitched their tents at the close 
of their first day's journey in the land of the Huns. 
The night was dark and gloomy ; no golden sunset had 
cheered the world on the departure of the light ; and 
covering all the heavens, in long wavy lines from the 
horizon to the zenith^ stretched out a canopy of heavy 
clouds, like waves of molten lead rolled over the sky. 
Maximin, struck and pleased with Theodore, had invited 
him to his tent ; and there, by skilful and kindly inqui- 
ries, he won from the son of Paulinus a sketch of all 
the events which hUd affected him personally since the 
death of his father. There was much that Theodore 
omitted, because he trifled not with the confidence of 
others ; but Maximin learned enough to show him that 
the youth was held by Attila in a state of honourable, 
but unwilling captivity ; and he resolved to use his best 
efforts to redeem him from such a situation. 

While they thus conversed by the dull lamplight, the 



ATTILA. 23 

pattering of some heavy drops of rain was heard upon 
the tent, and, mingled with the rushing murmur of the 
Tibiscus, came the low sobbing of the rising wind. 
Their conversation, however, was too interesting to al- 
low them to give much attention to the storm without ; 
for, besides the feelings of sympathy which Theodore 
had excited in the bosom of the noble M aximin, he had 
much information to communicate concerning the man- 
ners and habits of the Huns, and the character of Attila 
himself; all which the ambassador knew might prove 
most valuable to him at an after period. 

The rain increased while they talked ; the river roared 
and raged ; the wind rose into fierce gusts, and the poles 
of the tent were seen to quiver under the violent blasts, 
while the trickling drops began to welter through the 
tent, and threatened to extinguish the light. At length, 
after a long moaning sound, a fiercer gust than all the 
rest swept the sky ; the tent-poles shook, bent, gave 
way, tearing up the earth into which they were driven ; 
the cords and pegs which stretched out the covering 
were broken or loosened in a moment, and the tent, 
with all that it contained, was dashed with fury to the 
ground. 

As soon as M aximin and Theodore could disentangle 
themselves from the fallen mass, they found that the 
whole of their little encampment had shared the same 
fate. All was confusion and disarray. Every light had 
been extinguished : the torches, drenched with the fallen 
deluge, could not be lighted. The night was as black 
as the jaws of Acheron ; and all that could be distin- 
guished was a glistering line of water, every moment 
approaching nearer, as the Tibiscus, filled by a thousand 
mountain-torrents, began to overflow the meadow in 
which the Roman tents had been pitched. 

While engaged in removing, with difficulty and haste, 
the horses and baggage to a more elevated situation, a 
number of lights were seen coming over the nearest 
hill ; and in a few moments forty or fifty Huns, bearing 
torches of resinous pine, which neither the rain extin- 
guished nor the wind blew out, came down to render 
assistance to the party of whose encampment in the 
neighbourhood they had heard before the storm. While 
some remained to aid in saving the baggage from the 
encroaching Tibiscus, others 1^ Maximin, Theodore, 
and their companions towards the village, which they 
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said was not far off; and as they went, Theodore saw 
several of the new-comers sporting, as an old acquaint- 
ance, with the negro Zercon, who had returned with 
him. 

Calling^ the unhappy jester to him, Theodore asked 
who were to be their entertainers ; and a feeling of 
pain, as well as interest, passed through his bosom, 
when he heard that their steps were bent towards the 
dwelling of Bleda's widow. 

" I knew not that the village was so noar the river," 
said Theodora, " and yet I know the country well." 

" She dwells not where she did dwell," replied Zer- 
con. " When gall is mingled with hydromel, we abhor 
the sweet drink that we used to love, and its very sweet- 
ness makes the bitter more nauseous. Scenes that we 
have loved, when associated with painful memories, 
like honey mixed with gall, are more repugnant to us 
from the remains of sweetness. She has never dwelt 
where she did dwell since her husband's death. It was 
in visiting that spot, after having been hidden for many 
weeks, that I was found by the soldiers of Attila, and 
driven on foot to Margus." 

Theodore made no reply, but walked on thoughtfully 
by the side of Maximin. In a few minutes they saw 
before them the village towards which their steps were 
bent, and the porch of the widow's dwelling, from the 
windows of which streamed forth many a light to guide 
them on the way ; and gladly the Romans approached 
the hospitable walls which promised them shelter from 
the inclemency of the weather. 

As they entered the wooden portico, the widow of 
Bleda, and a number of other women, came forth to 
meet them, but Neva was not among the rest. With a 
calm but somewhat sad demeanour, the widow welcomed 
Maximin, and his companion Priscus, and Edicon, who 
followed next. But when her eyes fell upon Theodore 
she paused for a moment, and gazed on him with a 
dark and melancholy look. At length the tears burst 
forth in large drops from her eyes ; and, casting her 
- arms round the young Roman, whom in his illness she 
attended as her own child, she exclaimed, " It was not 
your fault, my son I it was not your fault ! Be you 
welcome also !" 

The table was already spread for a banquet in the 
great haU. Three blazing fires of odorous pine were 
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lighted to dry thc^ garments of the guests, and every- 
tMng bespoke rapid preparations msuie to exercise the 
kindest rites of hospitality. No sooner were their vest^ 
ments dry, than large portions of venison, and various 
kinds of game from the neighbouring woods, were set 
before them ; and while the widow stood by to see that 
nothing was wanting to their comfort a fair train of 
girls, followed by several slaves, came in to hand the 
cups of rich and excellent wine, i^hich flowed abun«> 
dantiy around. At their head appeared Neva, the 
daughter of the house. She was clad in deep gray 
cloth, with broad furs of sable bordering her robe. Her 
arms, up to the shoulders, were bare, and the snowy 
whiteness of her skin, beside those dark furs, looked 
like Indian ivory contrasted with ebony. 

Theodore saw her enter with feelings of deep agita- 
tion, for he feared lest she shonld be pained and grieved 
t^ the sight of him for whom she had done and suffered 
so much. It would appear, however, that some one 
bad prepared her for his presence, for she looked not 
upon him when first she entered, but went round with 
the rest, and only raised her eyes once to his counte« 
nance ere she approached him in turn. That one 
glance showed Theodore that she recognised him, but 
was nevertheless quite calm ; and when she approached 
him, and took a cup of wine from one of the attendants 
to give it to him, she stood by his side, and looking in 
his face with a melancholy smile, she said aloud, " How 
art thou, my brother? Art thou well after thy long 
journey ? And hast thou seen the friends thou lovest \ 
And are they happy !" 

Theodore could have wept ; there was something so 
sad, and yet so resigned under her grief, in the tone of 
that fair young creature, who, if ever sorrow spared a 
human breast, should surely have been sheltered from 
the arrows of adversity. He strove against his feel* 
ings, however, and replied calmly, thanking her for all 
her kindness and all her generosity. Maximin gazed 
with some surprise to see the tender interest which the 
family of the dead king seemed to take in his country* 
man, but he made no remark aloud ; and retiring soon 
from the banquet, the whole party of joumeyers sought 
repose. 

Weariness made most of thepi sleep long ; but The* 
odore was awake and up by the dawning day. Sieep 
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would not visit him in .that dwelling ; and with the first 
gray light of the morning he left the chamber which 
had been assigned him. He found Zercon the jester 
stretched, sleeping, on a skin at his door ; and the mo- 
ment the passing of the young Roman woke him, he 
started up, and ran away through some of the passages 
of the house. Theodore went on into the porch and 
gazed out, and in a mom^it after Neva was by his 
side. i 

" I bade poor Zercon watch for you, Theodore," she 
said, " because 1 wished to ask you, ere you went, to 
wander for an hour once more with Neva in the morn- 
ing woods. Will you not, my brother ? I have many 
a question to ask you, and I cannot ask them here, 
where everybody may hear them or interrupt them. 
Will you not come, my brother ?" 

*' Willingly, sweet Neva," replied Theodore, still 
holding the hand she had given him in his. ^^ Let us 
go." And they wandered forth together along a path 
which, winding in among the trees, turned at each step 
of the hill, showing the woody world below under some 
new aspect every moment. The wind had cleared the 
sky, and the day was fine ; but Neva seemed more sad 
than on the night before. She said but little for some 
way as they wandered on, but asked him questions 
about his journey in a wild, rambling way. At length, 
however, with a forced smile but a trembiinff tone, she 
said, " And of course you saw your promised bride V 

" I did," said Theodore, " and I told her that I twice 
owed my life to you, in sickness and in danger." 

Neva, however, seemed to take but Uttle notice of 
his reply. Continuing, apparently in the same train of 
thought in which she had begun, " And did you think 
her very beautiful V she said — " as beautiful as ever V 

" More so," answered Theodore, " far more so." 

Neva smiled. "May you be happy I" she said; 
" may you be happy ! Doubtless the time since I saw 
you last has been a happy time to you and her, but it 
has been a terrible time to me and mine. You know 
that they came and slew my father, even on his couch 
of rest ?" and she fixed her full bright eyes upon him 
with a look of painful earnestness. 

Theodore saw that she waited his answer, and re- 
plied, " I heard so, for \he first time, three days ago, at 
Margus." 
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•* Did you not know it before 1** she cried, eagerly. 
*• Did no one tell it you ? Did you not know that it , 
would be so 1" 

" Never I" answered Theodore, " How could I guess 
that so fearful, so terrible a deed was so near its ac- 
complishment ?" 

" Thank God for that !" she <jried ; ** thank God for ^ 
Ihat ! That is peace and balm indeed. But let us sit 
down here,^' she added, pausing at a rocky bank, where 
a break in the woods showed the country stretched be- 
neath their feet, and the Tibis^us wandering in the dis- 
tance—" let us sit down here, and talk over it all. Oh, 
Theodore! my heart has been sad since I saw you. 
They came and slew my father in the night, and I knelt 
at the feet of his terrible brother and begged for his hfe 
in vain ; and afterward they said that it was for what 
he had done against you that he was slain. I feared 
and fancied that you had stirred up Attila against him, 
and I remembered that I had set you free, and that I — 
f might thus have had a share in my father^s death." 

She paused for a moment, terribly agitated ; but, ere 
Theodore could find words to comfort her, she went on 
rapidly : " But think not," she said, " think not, for one 
moment, that, even had it been so, I would have wished 
what I had done undone. I saved the innocent from 
the cruel ileath they meditated against him. I saved 
the good and the innocent, and I had naught to do with 
the rest. Yet it was terrible, Theodore — oh how terri- 
ble! — to think that I had aided to spill my father's 
blood, by saving him that I love ;" and, leaning her 
head upon his shoulder, she wept long and bitterly. 

" Weep not, Neva !" said Theodore, " weep not, my 
sister I You did but what was generous and noble, and 
that deed had no share in your father's death- All my 
own followers but one or two had escaped when I 
was taken, and they, not I, bore to the ears of the king 
the tidings of what had happened. I did nothing to 
provoke him against thy father ; but, had I been slain, 
the wrath of Attila would have been still greater. Weep 
not, dear Neva !" he continued, as her tears, having 
M)nce more burst forth, flowed on apace; " weep riot!*^ 
And, holding her in his arms, he called up every argu- 
ment to console her. He held her in his arms; he 
used many a tender and endearing epithet; he even 
pressed his lips upon her cheek ; and yet no feeling but 
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one, pure, noble, and generous, was in his heart at that 
moment. There was a being that loved him with the 
most devoted affection which the human heart can feel, 
clinging to him in her deep distress, weeing on his 
bosom, pouring out her griefs and apprehensions to his 
ear ; and though he could not return her love as love, 
yet his heart told him that he would be ungrateful if he 
felt towards her otherwise than as a brother. The kiss 
that he pressed upon her cheek was not cold, because 
it was kindly ; and the arms which encircled her held 
her tenderly, because gratefully : but it was with the 
embrace of fraternal protection. Shame upon those 
who cannot comprehend such feelings I That kiss and 
that embrace seemed but to say, " Neva, yxMi have lost 
your father, but you have yet one in the world who, if 
he cannot, if he ought not to feel for you as you feel 
for him, will protect, will console, virill sympathize with 
you— nay, will love you dearly, tenderly, though with 
but a brother's love." 

Neva felt that it was so. She would have started 
from his arms with fear had there been aught of pas- 
sion in their touch ; she would have fled from him for 
ever had there been aught of fire on his lips ; but it 
was all kindly tenderness, and she laid her head upon 
his shoulder to weep as she would have done upon a 
brother's. 

After a while her tears ceased, and she looked up. 
" You have taken the thorn from my heart, Theodore,'* 
she said ; " I shall now sleep at nights. My fancy had 
conjured up many strange things; for though I knew 
you to be kind and generous, yet I knew you had been 
jpreatly wronged, and that the poor Arab, who had 
watched you with me through a long, sad sickness, had 
been slain by my father's commands; and I thought 
that, in your anger, you might have gone back to At- 
tila and demanded blood for blood. Then I, by saving 

?''0u, might have slain my own father ; and I was afraid 
o ask my own heart if I would not have done so even 
if I had known how it was all to end. But you give 
me peace by telling me that the end would have been 
the same, even had you been slain." 

" The end might have been worse, my sister," replied 
Theodore, "for Attila's wrath might have known no 
bounds ; and besides, his anger against your father was 
of no new date. 1 heard hmi warn him months before^ 
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that the cup of his indignation was full, and that anoth- 
er drop would make it run over. That drop was cer- 
tainly the death of the poor Arab, Cremera, but of that 
Attila was aware ere I reached his dwelling after ray 
escape, and the vengeance he took was sdl unasked by 
me." 

" Oh, thanks be to the gods !" replied Neva, ^adly, 
" for I have felt as if a rock had fallen upon my heart 
and crushed it ever since that thought crossed my 
mind. But now, Theodore, now I am happy." 

" And happy, entirely happy, should I too be, dear 
Neva," replied Theodore, " if I could find any way of 
showins to you my deep gratitude and regard. Oh, 
Neva, that I could be a brother to you, and protect you 
against danger and sorrow, and wipe every tear away 
firom your eyes !" 

''And so you shall," she answered, with a smile 
which had still its share of sadness ; though, as soon as 
the bitterness of her tears was over, she had withdrawn 
herself gently from the young Roman's arms, and now 
sat apart. ''And so you shall. You shall wed your 
fair bride, and I will come and dwell near you, and see 
your happiness, and find pleasure in it too, Theodore, 
and never be envious ; ana you will be kind to me ; and 
she will too, I am sure, for your sake. All the time, 
too, that you dw«ll among the Huns, I will watch for 
moments to help and befriend you, so that I shall have 
a right to ehar e in your regard and in hers too ; and 
then, perhaps, the end of our days may ghde by in 
peace. Oh, how gladly will I devote a whole life to 
guard and care for you ! Remember^ too, your promise ! 
8end to Neva when you need aid or counseL Aid, 
strong and powerful, she can procure you even yet; 
counsel, if she cannot give it wisely, she can obtain 
from those who can. And now let us return, my 
brother. You will be glad to know that you have made 
poor Neva as happy as it is possible for her to be." 

Thus saying, and with one of those blander and more 
beaming' smiles which Theodore had often seen upon 
her face, ere yet a grief had shaded it, she turned and 
led the way down the hill. The world were now all 
abroad ; but she took her way on through the midst by 
the young Roman's side, seemingly careless of all at- 
tempt to conceal an attachment for which she felt no 
«hame« 

ca 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FEAST OF ATTILA. 

Splendour and feasting reigned in the halls of Attila. 
Round the immense hall of his cottage palace were 
spread tables on every side; and the woodeii walls, 
quaintly carved and ornamented, were further decora- 
ted for the festal day by large green boughs torn from 
the fir, the laurel, and the ilex. These, gathered to- 
gether in a knot with cords of woven rushes, were fixed 
against the panels as high up as a man could reach ; 
and, bending over like a plume of feathers, each nodded 
above some trophy of barbarian arms, the shield, the 
bow, the spear, the corslet, which, tastefully grouped 
together, hiing, not without poetic meaning, in the midst 
of the evergreens. Above all waved a thousand ban- 
ners, and between the trophies enormous torches shed 
a hght redder than that of day, but scarcely less bright 
than noon. 

Below, six long tables were covered with an im- 
mense mass of gold and silver. Cups, vases, bekers, 
of every form and shape, glittered on those boards; 
while round about, seated at easy distances, appeared 
all those bold and ruthless chiefs who, under the com- 
mand of a greater mind, led on the myriads of Attila to 
battle. There might be seen every garb, from the furs 
of the extreme North to the silks and linen of the far 
£ast ; and there, upon the persons of those daring lead- 
ers, blazed gems and precious stones of which the vo- 
luptuous monarchs of Persia and of India might have 
been envious. There, too, were all faces, forms, and 
complexions, from the small-eyed Tartar of remote Thi- 
bet to the fair-haired Northman and the blue-eyed 
Goth. There were the splendid features of the Geor- 
gian and Circassian hordes ; the beautiful Alani, who 
brought a race of loveliness from the side of the Cau- 
casus and the shores of the Caspian, and the hard-fea- 
tured Hun, or the frightful Ougour, glittering with jewels 
and precious stones above the unwashed filth of his 
native barbarism. 
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All was splendour and pomp : cushions, of which lux- 
urious Rome itself might have been proud, covered with 
crimson and lined with down, were spread over the 
seats and supported the arms of the guests ; and the 
bright gleam of the torches was flashed back on every 
side from some precious or some glittering object. 

In the middle of the side opposite to the windows 
was placed a small wooden table bearing a single dish, 
formed of oak, and a cup of wild-buirs horn : a dagger, 
that served for a knife, lay beside the dish, and a drawn 
sword of enormous weight stretched across the table. 
That table, with a seat, of plain, unadorned white wood, 
was placed for the use of the lord of all those around ; 
and there he sat, the plain dark Hun, covered with no 
jewels, robed in no splendour, clad in the simple habit 
of the Scythian shepherds, but with more of the mon- 
arch in his looks than gems or diadems could have 
given, and with the consciousness of indisputable power 
sitting proud upon his towering brow. What were ru- 
bies or diadems to Attila 1 They were parcels of the 
dust on which he trod ! 

At the tables on either hands at Arda ric, king of the 
Gepidae, Valamir, kin g of th^;^Strbgbt1gj ^ Onegisus, El- 
lac, Edicon, jnaximin, triscus, meoaore; and at tables 
farther off were placed Constantius, the Latin secretary 
of Attila, and Vigilius, the interpreter of Maximin's em- 
bassy. Many another king and many another chief 
was there ; and nearly five hundred guests, almost all 
leaders of different nations, showed, by their different 
features and their different garbs, the extent of Attila^s 
dominion. In the same hall, also, were collected the 
ambassadors from several distant countries ; and there 
appeared humble envoys from Valentinian, emperor of 
the West, as well as Maximin, whose coming from the 
Eastern empire we have already noticed. 

Viands in profusion were placed upon the table, and 
delicacies of every kind gratified the palate of the most 
luxurious : rich wines, of many a varied sort, circled in 
abundance ; and barbaric music, wild, but not inharmo- 
nious, floated through the hall, mingling with, but not 
interrupting, the conversation of the guests. A multi- 
tude of slaves served the banquet with rapidity and care; 
and no one had cause to say that, in the hospitality of 
Attila, he had been at all neglected. 

At length, an elevated seat was placed in the midtft 
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of the hall ; and an old but venerable man, with long 
white hair and snowy beard, slowly ascended and took 
his place thereon, while an attendant handed him up a 
smaU rude harp. In a moment, all the Huns were 
silent, while, with careful hand and bent down ear, he 
put some of the strings of his instrument into better 
tune. The next moment, he looked up for a single in- 
stant, with the natural glance towards the sky wliich 
almost every one uses when seeking for elevated words 
and thoughts; and then, running his hand over the 
strings, he produced a wild and somewhat monotonous 
sound, to which he joined a rich, deep voice, a little 
touched, perhaps, but scarcely impaired by age. It was 
more a chant than a song ; but every now and then the 
plain recitation ceased, and he burst forth into a strain 
of sweet, of solemn, or of majestic melody, as the sub- 
ject of which he sung required. 

The matter of his song was war and glorious deeds ; 
and though the tale referred to former times and other 
countries, when Ruga first led the conquering Huns to 
triumph over all other nations of the earth, yet ever and 
anon, with dexterous skill, he alluded to some late ex- 

?loit in which the warriors around him had had a share, 
^he noble, reckless daring of Ardaric, the keen, saga- 
cious wisdom of Valamir, were mentioned with loud ap- 
plause ; and many another had his share of fame ; but 
still, when wonderful policy, or heroic courage, or war- 
rior skill, required some more striking and extraordina- 
ry comparison, the deeds of Attila still rose to the poet's 
tongue, and a. new inspiration seemed to seize him 
when he borrowed his illustrations from the life of the 
mighty man before whom he sat. 

While gazing upon him, as he struck the harp, with 
his white beard mingling with the strings, Theodore 
could have fancied that he beheld the great master of 
the epic, singing, amid the isles of Greece, the marvel- 
lous deeds of her primeval warriors ; and for the first 
time he could guess what had been the enthusiasm, 
what the inspiring interest, with which the voice of 
Homer had been heard, and which, graving each word 
deep on memory, had served to transmit the great first 
model of the poet's art to after ages from his own rude 
and early day. 

Breathless silence hung listening to the song, except 
when, on some more powerful appeal to the passions 
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of his hearers-, a loud and approving fhout of gratulation 
burst upon the poet's ear. Even the slaves paused in 
their office ; and, when the song was over — after one 
moment during which not a voice was heard — some lip 
broke the charmed quiet with a word of applause, and 
one universal cry of admiration completed the triumph 
of the verse. 

A slave filled hastily the wine-cup for Attila, and, as 
the monarch rose from his seat, gave another to the 
bard. 

*' Father of song," said the king, " I drink unto thee 
—may thy hand never lose its strength, nor thy voice 
its sweetness, nor the footstep of time wear the mem- 
ory of mighty deeds from the tablet of thy brain!" 

T^e cup was filled again, and to each of his most fa- 
mous warriors, calling upon them by name, Attila 
drained the cup with some words of thanks and praise. 
To Maximin and Prisons also he drank, and then with 
ready celerity the slaves cleared the dishes from the 
table, and another service as splendid as the first sup- 
plied its place. 

At every course Attila thus drank to his guests, and 
song and music went on, but not with the effect that 
they produced at first. The merriment grew higher and 
more loud; and Attila at length despatched a slave 
across the hall to bid Vigilius, the interpreter of the 
Eastern embassy, to advance and speak with him. 

With a bending head and air of profound reverence, 
the cunning Byzantine approached the king. The mon- 
arch motioned him to come nearer, and then addressed 
him in a low tone, laying at the same time one finger of 
his sinewy hand upon the blade of the naked sword that 
lay beside him. What he said no one heard ; but the 
effect upon the countenance of Vigilius was strange 
and fearful. The rose at no time flourished very luxuri- 
antly upon his cheek, but now that cheek turned pale as 
death. A green and ashy hue, something even beyond 
the tint of death itself, spread over all his face. His 
eyes opened wide, his jaw dropped ; and both Maximin 
and Theodore, whose looks were fixed upon him, 
thought that he must have fallen to the ground. At- 
tila, however, bowed his head, as a signal that the in- 
terpreter might retire ; and then perceiving that he ^ 
could scarcely walk, the king beckoned to an attendant, 
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8a3ning coldly, " Lead him back to the table, or from the 
hall, if he prefer it." 

But VigiUus returned to the table, and drank cup after 
cup of wine. Attila looked round to Ardaric with a 
meaning glance, and then he bade one of the slaves 
send in the jesters. A moment after, two of those mis- 
erable beings entered the hall, and one of those scenes 
of rude and dissolute merriment ensued which makes' 
the heart ache for human nature. Laughter rang from 
every part of the hall ; but the face of Attila was un- 
moved even by a smile. He sat and heard with calm 
and thoughtful gravity ; and though he looked round 
from time to time, and noticed with careful considera- 
tion his various guests, yet it is probable his mind was 
far away, occupied with more important interests. 

At length, gliding in among the slaves, who, ^th 
their busy services, occupied the greater part of the 
space which the tables left unfilled in the centre of the 
hall, appeared the boy Ernac, and took his way to- 
wards the table at which his father sat. The first 
smile that crossed Attila's lip beamed on it as the boy 
appeared ; and greeting him with many a fond caress 
as he hung at his knee, he spoke with him for a few 
moments in a low tone, with an expression which 
showed how that stern heart was melted at the sight 
of tender youth. After a while, lifting his eyes, he 
looked towards the part of the hall at which Theodore 
was seated, and at the same time spoke a few words to 
his son. The boy's eyes instantly followed those of his 
father; and bounding away as soon as they lighted 
upon Theodore, he was at the youth's side in a mo- 
ment, and greeting him, with eyes radiant from pleas- 
ure, upturned towards his face, while his lips poured 
forth words of gratitude and gladness. 

"I thought thou hadst gone away, and left us for 
ever," he said, "though my father said that thou 
wouldst return. Yet I remember, when I lost a young 
wolf that I had tamed, they all told me it would return, 
but it never came again. It was too wise," he added, 
laughing, but with a gleam of intelligent light beaming 
from his eyes — "it was too wise, when it had got 
back to its woods and to its own way of hfe, to come 
back to captivity and strange customs." 

Ardaric, who sat near, laughed at the boy's simile ; 
and Theodore, smiling also, answered, " And so I sup- 
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pose, Ernac, because we Romans say the great founder 
of our city was nourished, by a wolf, you thought I 
must needs follow the example of your wolf % whelp. 
But did it promise you it would return before it went. 

" No !" answered the boy, laughing ; " and you did 
promise my father to come back : 1 know that is what 
you mean ; and I did not intend to say that you were 
wrong to keep your word. If my wolf had returned, I 
should have loved it better, even though it made no 
promise, because that would have showed it loved me." 

** And do you love every one who loves you, Ernac V 
demanded Theodore : " if so, love me, for I love you." 

" And so I do, noble Theodore," answered the boy : 
" ungrateful should I be if I did not love you. 1 always 
love those who are brave and generous, and I shall 
ever love you, because you saved my life, and risked 
your own to save it. So I will try in return to love you 
better than myself, and I will ask my father to make 
you a king instead of me." 

" But would you not wish to be a king, Ernac t" 
demanded Ardaric. *' Power is a great thing, boy ! 
Power and command, to a brave and wise man, are not 
to be despised. Would you not wish to be a kingi" 

" Not I !" answered the boy : " I will be a chief 
under my father or my brother, and lead men to battle ; 
but I never saw that kmgs were happier than other men 
I would rather have some one to tell me what to do, 
and to make sure that 1 did not do wrong, than have 
no one to guide me, and be obliged to blame myself 
every day. Even you, noble Ardaric, you are a King, 
and yet you come to ^ght under my father's standard, 
and are willing to do what he commands." 

A slight flush came over Ardaric's cheek ; but he re- 
plied, without anger, " True, Ernac ; but we have not 
every day an Attila. The wisest, and the noblest, and 
the bravest may be proud to obey him ; but a weaker 
king might find a foe in Ardaric where Attila finds a 
friend. With pleasure we obey those that we respect, 
but we spurn from us those that we despise." 

"That is what 1 mean," said Ernac: "I would 
sooner obey some one whom I could love and reverence, 
than take all the trouble of making others respect and 
yield to me. No, I would rather not be a king ; but I 
woiUd fain see Theodore a king, and striking down en- 
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emies beneath his arm y he stnick down the wild 



urus." 



Both Ardaric and Theodore smiled, perhaps to think 
how readily that unambitious spirit might learn in after 
years the lesson of aspiring ; but if they thought so 
they were wrong; for such as it then showed itself 
was the natural moderation of the young chiefs spirit ; 
and it never became contaminated, even in mingling in 
scenes of strife and contention, where every one strove 
for dominion except himself. 

They looked up, however, at the same moment ; and 
both remarked, as their glances accidentally wandered 
over the opposite table, that the eyes of Ellac, the 
eldest son of Attila, were fixed upon them and Emac 
with a look of jealous malignity, as the boy stood by 
them and prattled of all his fancies. 

Ardaric turned to Theodore, saying, in a low tone, 
" Were all as moderate as this fair boy, a bitter Strife 
might be averted from the future." 

But as Theodore was about to answer, Maximin and 
the rest of the Romans rose to withdraw ; and knowing 
to what a pitch of excess the revels of the Huns were 
often carried, the son of Paulinus followed his country- 
men from the hall. 

Late and long the intoxicating juice flowed in the 
banquet-chamber of Attila ; but early on the following 
morning Maximin was admitted to the presence of the 
king, and a long audience terminated as favourably as 
the Roman ambassador could wish. Even Vigilius 
seemed to forget the fear that some casual words of 
Attila had called forth ; and, at the end of a few days, 
the envoy and his train took their departure from the 
Hunnish village, bearing with them rich presents. 
Several Roman captives also had been liberated at their 
request; but, alas! though Maximin tried eagerly to 

gersuade Attila to free Theodore from the promise he 
ad made to remain among the Huns, the monarch was, 
on that point, inexorable. 

Some months passed by in the sports and occupa* 
tions of winter, and Theodore became more and more 
* accustomed to the manners of the barbarous nations 
among which he lived. The favour of Attila towards 
him was unbounded ; and the commanding mind of that 
great conaueror was not without its eflFect upon the 
heart of Theodore. He became fond of the proximity 
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and conversation of the Hunnish king, and felt a sort 
of strange and exciting pleasure in the vague sensation 
of awe with which Attila inspired all those who ap* 

groached his presence. The monarch's kindness at- 
iched him, and his greater qualities gained the young 
Roman's reverence, even while the strange excess of 
his worse passions mingled a degree of regret in the 
sensations which he felt towards him. 

At the same time, the favour in which Theodore stood 
with Attila, though it caused him some enemies, gained 
him many friends and courtiers ; and kind-hearted, 
liberal, bold, skilful, and active, possessing all those 
qualities, in short, which barbarous nations most admire, 
united to the graces and accomplishments of civilized 
life, Theodore won the love of many for his own sake ; 
so that the halls of his dwelling were far more fre- 
quently filled with the noblest and greatest of Attila's 
chiefs than those of Ellac, the monarch's eldest son. 

At length, as spring began again to blossom over the 
earth, the interpreter VigiUus once more appeared at 
the court of Attila, accompanied by his son. But then 
came forth the secret of his former journey, and of the 
words that Attila had spoken. The base intriguer was 
instantily seized and brought before the king, on whose 
right hand stood Edicon as his accuser. Around were 
placed the chieftains of the Hunnish nation, and, in 
their presence, Edicon charged the interpreter Vigilius 
with having endeavoured to seduce him, during his em- 
bassy to the court of Constantinople, to take the life 
of Attila on his return. Seemingly yielding to the en- 
treaties of Vigilius and Chrysapheus, he had feigned, 
he said, to enter into all their plans ; but immediately 
on reaching his native land he had revealed the whole 
to Attila, who, with noble magnanimity, had suffered 
the suborner of his subjects to come and gb unarmed 
under shelter of the character of Maximin the ambassa- 
dor, who had been kept in ignorance of the base designs 
of those who sent him. But when, after having been 
warned that his treachery was discovered, the inter- 
preter dared again to show his face in the country of 
the Huns, bearing bribes to the officers of the king, 
vengeance might well be demanded, and Attila deter- 
mined that the accusation should be publicly made, and 
the crime fully punished. 

Vigilius, of course, denied his crime ; but when the 

Vol, II. -D 
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Teiy purse which contained the bribe he brought to 
Edicon was laid before him, and death — ^bitter death — 
was awarded by the assembled chieftains, both to him- 
self and to the son who was the companion of his 
journey and the sharer of his guilt, his courage failed ; 
and, confessing his crime, but laying the 'burden thereof 
upon the eunuch Chrysapheus, he petitioned for life and 
pardon with all the eloquence of terror. 

Attila gased upon him as he would upon a writhing 
worm in his path; and, scorning to tread on so pitiful a 
thing, he sent his ambassadors to demand of Theodo- 
sius the head of the chief instigator of the treason med- 
itated against him. Theodosius bought the pardon of 
his minions with gold wrung from his people ; and Attila 
continued to treat with the monarch of the Eastern 
empire, whil^ he prepared to turn his arms against the 
West. 

These things, however, have been related on an elo- 
quent, though not impartial page ; and to that I must 
refer those who woula go deeper into the history of the 
time. This is but a story of a narrower sphere. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE LETTERS. 

He Stood alone at the door of his dwelling, gazing 
forth upon the summer sunset, as — ^reflected in rays of 
gold and rose colour from the summits of the mountains 
where the snow still lingered — it spread in floods of 
brightness over the western sky. During the day there 
had been in the royal village of the Huns a certain de- 
gree of silent activity, the coming and going of messen- 
gers here and there, the frequent gathering together in 
small groups, the examination of horses and arms, and 
the arrival of strangers from distant lands, which be- 
token, in general, some approaching expedition. As 
Theodore stood and gazed out on the splendours of the 
dying day, he thought that ere now, on such an even- 
ing as that, he had drank draughts of deep enjoyment 
from that well of sweet sensations, unpolluted nature; 
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Imt yet, before the sun had risen again, the bright 
hopes to which that exciting draught gave rise had been 
trampled, like flowers before a war-horse, beneath the 
feet of fate. Perhaps it was that the indications of 
some near-coming change, which he had beheld du- 
ring the day, had occasioned such feelings, and called 
up such memories ; but, as he stood and gazed, a slave 
from the dwelling of Attila approached with rapid 
steps, and put into his hand some smaU leaves of vel- 
lum, roiled carefully up, and tied with waxed threads. 

*' From the land of the Alani,'' was aH that the slave 
said, as be delivered them, and then departed without 
waiting for any questions. With a beating heart The- 
odore opened the packet, and, sitting down on a seat be- 
fore his door, he read as long as the light of the decli- 
ning day would permit, and then entering his dwelling, 
concluded his task by the lamp. 

THE LETTfiK. 

" You have not come, oh Theodore ! Yoa iwcve not 
written. And yet to come was impossible, neither 
could any messenger bear me a letter hither, for the 
snow has lain upon the mountains deeper and more 
terrible than ever I thought to behold. Why, then, 
should I think of things that were impossible for you to 
do ? It was because I longed for that which was im- 
possible ; it was because love would not be persuaded 
of difficulties in the way of gratification. 

" Oh how weary have been the hours, how dull, how 
tedious, since you left us to return to your barbarian 
home! Each moment has seemed to linger on the 
way, longer and more tardily than the rest; and the 
wintry year, as it went along, seemed to creep with 
the laggard steps of age, slowly and more slowly, as 
■every new hour was added to the burden that it bore. 
Neither have the objects around me been such as to 
give my mind any means of withdrawing itself from 
that on which it dwells. The white robe of winter has 
covered all ; clouds have hung upon the sky, and ob- 
^ scured the sun ; the forests have disappeared beneath 
f" mountains of snow ; and the grand features of the Alps 
themselves, softened and rounded by the same monot- 
onous covering, have lost those fine and striking forms 
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which we looked upon and admired together when joa 
were here. 

** During the summer, I found a thousand objects to 
take — ^no, not to take my thoughts from you, but by re- 
calling sweet moments and beautiful scenes which we 
had enjoyed together, to create a bright illusion for my 
heart, and make me think the past not so irretrievabley 
the present less painful, the future more full of hopes. 
Then I could gaze over the lake, and mark the sinuos- 
ities of the shore, till I could have fancied myself at 
Salona, and mistaken that small water, with its tiny 
waves, for the grander and more splendid Adriatic. I 
could sit upon the little grassy promontory beneath the 
clump of pines, and think of the mound of cypresses by 
the bacdcs of the Hyader ; I could gaze upon the moun- 
tains, and remember blue hills that rose between us 
and Sirmium ; and with all, and each, and ever3rthing» 
one beloved idea would mingle like sunshine, giving 
light and beauty to the whole, one dear form would 
wander by my side through the world of imagination, 
rendering all harmonious by the music of his voice. 

" During the summer, I could gaze upon the flowers, 
I could hsten to the birds, I could taste the fresh 
breezy air of morning, and think of you. Nothing that 
was sweet to mine eye, nothing that was dear to my 
heart, nothing that was melodious to mine ear, could I 
see, or know, or hear without remembering you. But, 
since then, the whole has changed : ere you had been 
gone ten days, the snow came down, covering the 
whole country round, even to our very door. The 
flowers are gone ; the air of summer breathes no more ; 
the birds are mute ; no objects that we have seen to- 
gether strike mine eye ; no sounds that we have loved 
to listen to salute mine ear ; and yet, day and night I 
think of you : but not with bright hopes or roused-up 
memories : rather with a sad and longing regret that 
you are not with me, to cheer the darkened prospect, 
and be the sunshine of my wintry life. 

" Oh, if it be possible, come to us soon, my Theodore ; 
come and sooth us by your presence, and direct us by 
your advice. There are rumours abroad among the na- 
tion with which we dwell, which add difficulty and un- 
certainty to the heaviness of enle and the pain of 
being separated from you. They say that the king of 
this land has offended Attila, and that the implacable 
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monarch threatens yeqgeance. All hear the^tidings with 
fear and horror ; for his wrath is as unsparing as the 
hreath of the tempest, which with one blast overthrows 
the weak and the strong together. Messengers are 
now sent to propitiate him, and they bear this letter ; 
but Heaven knows, and Heaven only, whether any ex- 
cuse will be received, any atonement permitted. 

" Come to us then, my Theodore, if you can ; and if 
you cannot come, find means to write to us speedily ; 
inform us what we are to expect; tell us what we 
ought to do, for terrible, indeed, would be our situation, 
in the midst of a strange land, and of a people who, 
though kind, are but the friends of yesterday, if war 
were to be added to all that is already painful in our 
situation. 

" My mother says that you will warn us of any dan- 
ger, and inform us what is the best course for us to 
pursue. She declares that she has the most perfect 
confidence in you, and that at the court of Attila yott 
will soon learn, and be able to warn us of the result. 
But still I perceive that she is anxious ; still I see that 
she sits alone, and thinks with care over the future; 
still I mark that she listens eagerly to every tale and 
rumour concerning the approaching events. 

'^Ammian is as thoughtless as ever, thinking justly 
and wisely when he does think, but seldom giving him- 
self the trouble to reflect at all ; and yet, Theodore, it 
is time that he should think, for every day the change 
that is working itself in his form strikes me more and 
more ; and though but a few months have passed since 
Tou saw him, I think you would say, could you behold 
nim now, that he has made no small progress towards 
manhood. Nevertheless, his pleasures are still as wild, 
as roving, as uncertain as ever ; he seems to find delight 
only in perils and dangers ; in the rough exercise of the 
mountain chase, in springing from rock to rock, where 
even the mountain hunters iell him to beware, or in 
traversing the turbulent streams, bridged by the ice, 
when the footing is scarcely solid enough to bear him as 
he passes. Then, again, when he has roamed far and 
wide for many a day, he seems wearied with one kind 
of sport, and sits down to weave wreaths of evergreea 
for Eudochia's hair, or to sing us the songs that he com- 
poses in his wanderings, to the tunes that he catches up 
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from the pipe of the mountaineers, as they sit watching 
their flocks in some sunny spot upon the hill-side. 

" Often, too, Theodore, when I see him and Eildochia 
sitting together with all that fond affection which they 
have shown towards each other from infancy, I think 
how strange, and yet how happy it would be, if the ^ 
same feelings, which have sprung up in your heart and 
mine from the same childish regard, should with them 
also arise to bind them for ever to each other. He 
loves her, certainly, even now, as much as he loves 
anything, and he has, too, the power of loving deeply, 
notwithstanding all his wildness. 

" How he loved your father, Theodore ! how deeply ! 
how lastingly ! Even now, seldom a day passes but he 
thinks or speaks of Paulinus ; and making his javelin 

?uiver in his hand, longs to plunge it in the breast of 
Jhrysapheus. 

" Such feelings are strange, and I know not whence 
they arise ; yet, when I think of them, I feel as if I too 
could experience them with the same intensity. If I 
picture to myself any one injuring you, oh Theodore ! I 
fancy that I too could hold the dagger or cast the 
spear. Think you not that we ought all to have been 
bom in the old times of Rome, when men sacrificed 
everything for their country, and even women shared 
in the same patriotic devotion. Always, Theodore, 
when my« mind rests upon you, I imagine you over- 
throwing tyrants, hurling down the Tarquin, driving 
Appius from his polluted seat, or leading armies for the 
defence of Rome ; and I believe that I could have stood 
by your side, have shared your dangers, consoled your 
cares, enjoyed your triumphs, or died in your defence. 

" But whither am I wandering ? Par from the pres- 
ent scene and present dangers, into the wide land of 
imagination, to encounter the chimeras of my own 
brain. Dangers enough and perils now surround us, 
without my dreaming of others ; and your Ildica will 
show, beloved, that she can bear with firmness, if not 
act with energy, in difficulties, perhaps, as great as 
those which her fancy paints. 

*' I will not say. Come to us, my Theodore ! for that 
may be impossible for you to do ; i will not say. Write ! 
for that may be equally so ; but come if you can, write 
if you are able. Tell us how we ought to act, and we 
will do it. Show us if there he really the danger which. 
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ramour teanhes as to apprehend, and say vflat yon 
think the best way of avoiding it ! 

'* My mo&er will not write herself, but she bids me 
ask, had we not better now accept the invitation of Val- 
entinian, and retire to Rome ? We have gold enough 
remaining for a long time to come, and in the Western 
empire we have powerful friends — ^but then we are far- 
ther from you, beloved. Nevertheless, what you advise, 
that we will do. 

" Already, one of those weary seven years of your 
captivity has passed away ; but oh ! if I look back to 
the time when we parted after the terrible days we spent 
by the Danube, the space between seems interminable. 
Many and many a year appears crowded into that one ; 
and yet it is vacant, filled with nothing but the tedious 

Eassing of empty hours, absent from him I love. It is 
ke looking over the sands of the desert, one long, un- 
varied, interminable waste, with but one bright spot of 
verdure in the midst of the desolation, the few short 
hours that you passed with us during the autumn. 
Blessed and happy, indeed, are those hours, ever em- 
balmed in memory. . They were in their passing a dream 
of delight, and now, even in recollection, they serve as 
an antidote to all the cares and sorrows of the present ! 
" Yet those seven years will reach their end ; and I 
shall see you again, and once more lean my head upon 
your bosom, and hear your voice, and tell you all my 
thoughts. Let them fly, let them fly quickly, though 
.they may be taken from the brightest season of our 
life ; yet if the spring be without sunshine, well may we 
long for the summer. Farewell !" 

Theodore pressed the letter to his lips, to his heart. 
Her hand had touched it, her spirit had dictated it : and 
the very sight of those beloved characters was balm to 
his bosom. Tlie news she told, however, was painful ; 
the danger that she apprehended great, if the rumours 
on which her fears were raised had themselves any 
foundation in truth. 

' Without hesitation, Theodore took his way at once 
to the dwelling of Attila, and was admitted to the pres- 
ence of the king. 

The monarch's brow was gloomy, but he received the 
Roman youth with tenderness. " What wouldst thou, 
my son r he said. '' Thou hast had letters, I find, from 
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the land of the Alani. Do they bear thee good tidings? 
Thy face is sad." 

" They say that the chiefs of the Alani fear the wrath 
of Attila," replied Theodore, boldly. 

" They have cause !" answered the monarch, sternly 
— " they have cause ! but, if thou wouldst send any let- 
ters back, prepare them quickly, for by to-morrow's 
noon the messengers return, and some of mine own 
accompany them." 

" I would fain ask a boon," replied Theodore, anx- 
iously. " In the land of the Alani, as thou well know- 
est, oh mighty monarch, I have those whom I love 
better than life itself. If thine arms, victorious as they 
ever have been, are now destined to be turned against 
the Alani, I would fain visit those dear friends, and pro- 
vide for their safety. They are but women and chil- 
dren, and cannot protect themselves." 

" Thou canst not go, my son," replied Attila. " Thou 
goest with me wherever my steps are directed. Thus 
nave I resolved for thy sake, as well as for mine own. 
When last thou wert absent, dangers, and wellniffh 
death, befell thee ! The same may occur again. Bleda 
is dead ; but even for thy sake Attila could not slay a 
son. Thou understandest well that which I mean. 
While thou art with me, thou art safe ; but among 
distant tribes, such is not the case. There, thy death 
might be accomplished without leaving a trace to tell 
me how. I know not yet whether the Alani are to be 
crushed as a swarm of wasps, or hived as bees. It de- 
pends upon themselves. Let them obey Attila, and 
they are safe ; but, at all events, I go towards the west- 
ern seas; and though Italy will not be visited, some of 
my hosts may sweep the mountains as they advance. 
It were better that they were not encountered by women 
— ^women such as these, who, I have heard from those 
who went with thee thither, are exceeding beautiful. 
Bid them remove to some other land. They dare not, 
I think you tell me, return to lilyria on account of the 
base, weak Theodosius ; but, if thou wilt, I will issue 
my commands to that throned slave to receive them 
with friendship and favour. He dare not disobey !" 

" Thanks, oh great king !" replied Theodore ; " but 
willingly we will not tread that land again so long as 
he is emperor. Valentinian, however, in the West, 
Offers them peace and protection. Thither will I senj 
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them, if, indeed, I may not see them ere they go. I 
fear not any danger to myself." 

" It must not be," said Attila, in a tone that left 
no reply^. *' Thou must go with me ; but I promise thee 
that, this expedition over, thou shalt have permission 
to visit them in that great pile of stones which you 
Romans call the capital of the world, and shall abide 
with them longer than thou didst before. In Rome 
thou wilt be safe ; but I could not trust thy life in bar- 
ren mountains and passes which would defy our search. 
The word of Attila is given : thou shalt visit them in 
Rome ! and my promise, like thine, my son, can never 
be violated." 

"1 thank thee, oh Attila," replied Theodore— "I 
thank thee, and feel that thou art generous. So they 
be safe and free from harm, I am content to abide with 
thee." 

" They shall be safe," replied Attila ; " for my mes- 
sengers to Valentinian shall command him to respect 
them as the children of his master ; and the Alani shall 
have orders to guard them on their journey into the 
Roman state. Now hie thee hence and write thy let- 
ter — a weary task, I should think it ! What need have 
men with letters ? Was not speech enough 1 But thev 
must still add to what the gods give mem; and au 
their additions do but spoil Heaven's gifts." 

Theodore took his leave and withdrew; and going 
back to his dwelling, he called one of his attendants, 
Baying, *' Haste thee to Constantius, the Roman sec- 
retary of the king ; ask him to send me parchment, and 
reeds, and ink, or, if he have no vellum, let him send 
papyrus." 

The materials for writing were soon brought to him ; 
and sitting down by the fresh-trimmed lamp, Theodore 
spent the next four hours of the night in pouring forth 
to Ildica all the feehngs of his heart. 

THE REPLY. 

*^ I have not come, oh dearest, and most beautiful, I 
have not sent, because to do either was impossible ; 
and even now, my prayer has been refused, when I pe- 
titioned Attila to let me go, in order to guard thee from 
difficulty and danger. He gives me the means, how- 
everi of sending thee this letter; and although it will 
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soon cause the distance between us to be increased, yet 
gladly and eagerly do I seize the opportunity of bidding 
thee fly from the land of the Alani ere it become dan- 
gerous for thee to tarry. Fly, my Ildica ; bid our mother 
-Sy as speedily as may be ; for although the anger of 
Attila towards the nation with whom thou dwellest may 
be appeased, yet the myriads of the Huns are arming 
for some distant expedition, and he himself has said 
that a part of the host take their way by the Norican 
Alps. On their course is danger and destruction ; and 
even where they come as friends, perils not small, to 
all whom they approach, precede and accompany their 
march. 

" Oh that I could be with thee, to guide and guard thy 
footsteps! Oh that 1 could be with thee, to shelter 
thee in my arms from every danger and from every 
injury ! But it must not be : and T must bid thee go 
farther from me, leave the calm retreat where, even in 
exile, we have known together some of our brightest 
hours of uninterrupted joy, and plunge into the crowd 
of a wide, vicious, luxurious city, where thousands will 
strive to efface the memory of the absent from thy 
heart ; where thousands will strive to win the hand that 
has been promised unto me ; where thousands will deem 
thy beauty and thy love prizes to be won by any means, 
conquests to be made by any falsehood. 

" Yes, my Ildica, thou must fly to Rome ; and yet I 
bid thee do so without one fear that any thought or 
' any feeling of her I love will be estranged from me 

by absence, that her affection will be diminished by any 
.art of others to win it for themselves, or that her heart 
will not be as wholly mine when next we meet as when 
last we parted. If I knoyr my Ildica aright, and judge 
not Rome too harshly,* the capital of the empire will be 
/ ' but a wide desert to her, who has no feelings in com- 

mon with its degenerate and voluptuous inhabitants. 
Ravenna itself would be worse ; and I grieve that it is 
so, for my Ildica's sake, knowing well that, even were 
the best and the brightest of other days assembled round 
her, they could not steal one feeling of her heart from 
the first grateful object of her young but steadfast love. 

" Go, then, to Rome, my Ildica ! and, amid the best 
of those who still remain, thou mayst, perhaps, find 
some who will cheer thine hours during our separation^ 
spme whose example and advice may be necessary and 
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salutary, both to Eudochia and to Amroian. Long, I 
fear, alas! too long, will be that separation; for al- 
though Attila has fixed a time at which I may once 
more fly to see thee, yet that time is named as the 
end of the expedition on which he is now about to 
set out ; and it is only in the knowledge of one all- see- 
ing Beuig how long that expedition may continue, or 
whither it may lead. 

" Still, however, it is a bright hope, a hope that will 
cheer me and console me,^ though it may make the day 
seem long and the hours fly heavily, till they dwindle 
down to the moment of my glad departure. Of what 
may intervene, I will think the«best : dangers may hap- 
pen, sorrows may befall ; but I will not anticipate either 
the one or the other, and will only think that every 
hour which passes only serves to bring nearer the time 
of our reunion. 

" What I most fear is, that the arms of Attila are 
about to be turned against some part of oujp native 
land ; for where, indeed, could he lead his hosts, without 
meeting some portion of the Roman empire ^ He de- 
mands, tQ|kthat I should accompany him ; but be as- 
sured, swMest Ildica, that the hand of Theodore will 
never be armed against the land of his fathers ; and 
though, as a Roman, I feel that I should be justified in 
striking to the earth the head of a tyrant, or of a tyrant's 
favourite, by whom my father was unjustly doomed to 
die, there is a difference between the country and its 
oppressor. I might be a Brutus, but I would never be a 
Coriolanus. If I go with Attila, and if his arms are 
turned against the empire, I may go as a spectator to 
the war; but let it be remembered — and oh, Ildica, 
make it known, wherever a Roman ear will listen — 
that I go against my will, and as a captive ; that I leave 
my sword behind me in these wars ; that my shield is 
hung up by the hearth I leave in this barbarian land ; and 
that, if I fall amid the events which may now ensue, I 
fall without dishonour. 

"Let me turn, now, to sweeter thoughts; let me 
think of some dearer theme. I have dreamed, 1 have 
fancied, that after this expedition is over, perchance 
Attila may abridge the period of my captivity, and per- 
mit me to return, and at the altar of our God claim my 
Ildica as my own for ever. Oh, beloved ! how my heart 
beats even when I think of that hour, when I think of 
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the moment that shall make thee mine — mine beyond 
the power of fate itself— mine through life and through 
eternity — ^united unto me by bonds that nothing can 
sever — wife of my bosom — mother of my children — one, 
one with me in every thought, in every feeling— in 
V hopes, in fears, in joys and sorrows, one ! Oh, Ildica ! 
• what were heaven itself, could we but think that dear 
bond, that tie which binds the soul itself, could be burst 
.. even by the hand of death. Oh, no ! I will not beheve 
it, that even in another life I shall not know, and see, 
and love thee still ; that purified, perhaps, and elevated, 
xalmed down and tranquillized from the agitating fire 
that thrills through eveiff vein when I but thmk of thee, 
the same intense affection which I now feel shall not 
survive the tomb, and become one of the brightest parts 
of a brighter state of being. Yes, Ildica, yes, it shall 
be so ! Those who" doubt it know not what love is ; 
for oh, surely, if there be feelings in this life at all that 
deserve to be immortal, it is those which would make 
us sacnhce life itself, and all that Ufe can give, for an*' 
other. 

'' Thou tliiiikest of me, Ildica ; yes, I kno^j^ou think* 
est of me. My heart is a witness for thine^mat not an 
hour of the dull day passes without some thought of 
those we love ; and it is strange, oh, how strange t that 
out of objects which have no apparent connexion with 
such images, the idea of her I love is brought before 
my mind, and my heart, like the bee, draws the honey 
of those sweet- associations from everything it finds. 
If, when hunting in the neighbouring woods, the sweet 
breath of the wild cherry blossom is wafted past me by 
the wind, the image of Ildica, I know not why, rises up in- 
stantly before my imagination ; and every sweet perfume 
of the odorous flowers seems to gain an additional fra- 
grance from the associations that they call up. If the 
singing of the spring birds strike mine ear, do not the 
tones of that dear voice come back upon memory, and 
thrill through my inmost heart 1 Everything is lost in 
thee ; nothing that I admired, or loved, or delighted in 
before, seems now to have any separate existence in 
my eyes, but is all beheld with some reference to her I 
love. 

" Oh, Ildica ! do we not love each other better for all 
the anxieties and cares which have surrounded the first 
days of our affection ? If so, let us not regret them, for 
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they have been stern but kind-hearted friends, who may 
have chastised our youth, but have left us an inestima^ 
ble treasure ere they departed : yes, inestimable, in- 
deed, for there are sems to adorn existence as weU as 
to ornament the body ; and the brightest of all the(|]^- 
monds of the heart's treasury is love such as I feePror 
thee. 

" Tell Flavia that I love her as her son ; and tell her 
all I feel for thee. It will be more pleasant unto her 
ear than aught I could say unto herself. Bid her not 
mourn more than needs must be to return to Rome — 
the city which she knew in days of happiness — now that 
-^ much of that happiness has passed away. Bid her 
cheer herself with hope, for the clouds are beginning to 
break away ; and the sun may soon shine once more, if 
not for her as bright as ever, yet with a tranquil splen- 
dour that will refresh her heart. 

'' Cast thine arms round Eudochia, and kiss her with 
love for her brother's sake, telling her how deeply and 
bitterly he regrets that he is not permitted to guard her 
youth, and foster her beauty and her virtues, till a hus- 
band's hand took from his own the task. Greet Am- 
mian, too, with love, telUng him that he must curb his 
wild spirit, and keep all his courage and all his energies 
to protect those whom God has placed under his charge, 
and left without other safeguard. 

" One word more, my beloved, to end this long epis- 
tle. Doubt not that at Rome you will find protection ; 
for you have it from one whom you have seen, but 
hardly know — from one so mighty, however, that, alas ! 
experience shows, even Rome herself must tremble at 
his frown. Attila protects you ; and unto Valentinian 
he has sent a message to respect you and yours as if 
you were his children. The weak and corrupt monarch 
that Rome must Aey dare as soon neglect this warning 
as fall upon his swofd. The Alani, too, have orders to 
conduct you safely \o the Roman territory. Oh that 
every step should thus bear you farther from me ! 

" As I cannot see thee, as I cannot embrace thee, I 
would willingly write to thee for ever. But it must 
come 10 an end* Farewell, sweet Ildica ! farewell, my 
beloved ! Remember me still, as heretofore ! Love 
me ever ! ^ove me as well as I love thee ! I ask— -1 
can have — no better love. Farewell, again and again 
farewell !" 

Vol. II.— E 
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» CHAPTER VI. 

THE BATTLE. 

We must pass over the events of some months, and 
change the scene to the heart of France. 

In the vast plains between the Seine and the M ame, 
where the eye can roam unobstructed over many a mile 
of open country, runs a brook of the clearest water," 
which, wandering on through vineyard and cornfield, 
joins the latter river not far from Soulanges. 

At the time I speak of, however, no corn spread over 
that wide plain, no vines obstructed the progress of the 
eye, and nothing but thin low grass, which had sprung 
up where wheat and oats had l^en cut down or burnt, 
covered the brown surface of the earth with a robe of 
autunmal green. A wanderer, who stooped down to 
bathe his weary brow in that rivulet, had gazed, before 
he bent his hestd, upon the wide scene before his eyes, 
and over the whole plain not a living creature was seen 
to move. A raven winged its slow flight across the 
sky, but that was the only sign of life which the keen- 
est eye could discover. When the wayfarer raised his 
head, however, and gazed again, a brown shadow seemed 
to lie upon the land near the horizon, and, mounting 
upon the base of a ruined landmark, he saw that dull 
shade creeping onward towards him. He looked up to 
the sky to see if it were a cloud, which, borne by the 
wind, might interrupt the light of the sun ; but over the 
whole heaven was spread a thin, filmy vapour, which 
intercepted all the stronger rays. •^Jtf' 

He gazed again, and the shado^mjiemed to assume 
the form of a wide range of heathy^ bushes blown about 
by the air. Still the cloud advanced, and gradually 
spreading, like a high wave, seen rushing in a long 
bending line over the shore, it came forwara across the 
plains, stretching out as far as the eye could reach. 
Distinct and more distinct at length the brown masses 
raised themselves above the earth, and in the end in- 
numerable horsemen might" be seen advancing with a 
slow pace from the westward. A cry of terror burst 



▲ttiLa. 51 

from the weary wanderer, and he fled as fast as his 
limbs would bear him. Ere half an hour had passed, 
the war-horse of Attila pawed the ground beside the 
fallen landmark, and the myriads of the Huns spread 
out over all the plain. 

" Let the ground before me be cleared," cried the 
king ; and then, poising his javelin above his head, he 
cast it forward with prodigious force. A hundred cubits 
farther than any other arm could ttirow, it still sang on 
through the air, then touched the earth, and quivered in 
the ploughed-up ground. 

" There pitch my tent," continued Attila ; " there Ax 
our camp. Ti^m all faces back towards the west, for 
Attila has retreated far enough, and here we have space 
to wheel our horses on the foe. Oh Theodoric ! Theo- 
done ! thou hast deceived and betrayed thy friend. I^ 
offered to make thee a king indeed, instead of a pupplpW 
in the hands of Rome ; but iEtius with his loud prom- 
ises, and Avitus with his fair flattery, have seduced tb^ 
to the side of Attila's enemies, and, ere two days are. 
over, either he or thou must die. Had it not been for 
thee aad thy Goths, the Romans of Gaul, Uke the Ro- 
mans C^ the East, had been now crouching in trembling 
terror lit; the feet of Attila. But they shall still trem- 
ble ! Shall it not be so, oh Valamir ? Will not thy 
subjects die their hands in the blood of their degener- 
ate kinsmen ? Shall it not be so, Ardaric ? Will not 
thy Gepidae smite the heads of the vain loquacious 
Franks ? Attila will beard the Roman, and even here 
shall be the spot. Make the camp strong, and let no 
one sit apart from the rest. Let the wagons be placed 
around, and the spaces beneath them filled up, and leave 
no entrance but one ; for if we destroy not this Roman 
army in the field, we will wait it in our camp, and by 
the head of mf father I will not leave the land till it is 
dispersed. Bid the wise men and the diviners sacrifice, 
and consult the bones of the slain, that I may know 
what will be the event of to-morrow. Tell them that 
we fight, even if we die. Let them speak the truth, 
therefore, boldly. Ha ! Theodore, my son, ride hither 
with me." 

The young Roman spurred on his horse at the mon- 
arch's command, and rode on beside him while he sur- 
veyed the field. Theodore, however, was not armed, 
«ad he only fe-^red that Attila might be about to ask 



4 



# 



62 ATTILA. 

him some question in regard either to the Roman dis* 
cipline or the arrangements of his own troops for bat- 
tle, to answer which he might feel incompatible with 
his duty to his country. But Attila, as he proceeded, 
gave directions to the various leaders who followed 
him, interrupting, from time to time, for that purpose, 
his conversation with the young Roman, which turned 
to a very different theme. 

"Those diviners," he said, "I have no trust in them. 
, Would that we had here that holy man from the moun- 
tains beyond the Teissa ! Then should we have some 
certainty in regard to the result of to-morrow's battle. 
Dost thou know, my son, what are the means which 
the Christian augurs use to learn the future as they do % 
^ Valamir, my friend," he continued, turning to the 
^King of the Ostrogoths, " seest thou yon mound, the 
^'^bly one which interrupts the eye as it wanders to- 

«ards the east. Though that moimd be scarcely bigger 
[an a great ant-hill, much may depend upon it — even 
i|4ihe fate of the battle," he added, in a low voice. " We 
*Will range our host along this brook, at the distance of 
two hundred cubits ; the hill will be before us, but let it 
■ lie seized ere the strife commences. Say, Theodore, 
knowest thou how the Christian augurs are aceustomed 
tt divine 1" 

** The Christians have no augurs, oh Attila !" replied 
Theodore. " There have been, and there are, prophets 
among them to whom is revealed by God himself some 
of the events that are to come." 

•*That is but a pretence," answered Attila. "We 
Judge by the bones of the victims, other nations by 
their entrails. Some divine by the sand, some by the 
Bghtning, some by the flight of birds ; but all who have 
any knowledge of the future gain it from some mani- 
fest sign. So must it be with the Christian augurs ; but 
they, conceal their knowledge, lest others should learn 
it and be as wise as they are. Ardaric, my friend and 
wise counsellor, place thyself early upon the right. 
Thou wilt never fly nor bend, I know, but let us all 
be calm in the hour of battle. Let not rage and rash- 
ness make us forget that victories are as often won by 
calm and temperate skill as by impetuous daring. Lo ! 
yonder come the Romans ! I would fain that they 
should not live another night on the same earth with 
Attila ; but it is too late to destroy them to-day. I will 
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ttot look upon them, lest I be tempted ovennuch. 
What say the diviners V he continued, turning to an 
attendant who came running up from a spot where a 
large fire had been hastily lighted. 

" I know not, mighty king !" replied the slave ; " but 
the sacrifice is over, and they come to seek thee." 

Attila paused, and waited, while a crowd of Huns and 
slaves, cdl eager to hear the announcement, came for- 
ward, accompanying the diviners. They, unlike the 
Roman augurs of a former time, were dressed in no 
graceful robes ; but, covered simply with the rude gar- 
ments of the Scythians, they were only distinguished 
from the rest of the Huns by a wilder and fiercer ap- 
pearance. As they came near, however, Attila dis- 
mounted from his horse ; and the diviners approaching 
Mdth less reverence than the rest of his people dis- 

eayed towards him, the elder of the party addressed 
m boldly. 

"Hear, oh Attila!" he said — "hear what the gods 
pronounce by the bones of the victims ! Of the result 
of the battle we know nothing, and therefore we can- 
not promise you the victory ; but we know that the 
leader of your enemies shall die in the strife. To-mor- 
row's sun shall rise upon him living, and set upon him 
dead. We have spoken what we know." 

" iEtius shall die, then !" ^aid Attila. " So let it be ! 
But can ye say nothing farther 1 Can ye not tell which 
will be successful in to-morrow's strife V 

"We had no answer," replied the diviner, with a 
gloomy look ; " the gods left it doubtful." 

" They left it to our own valour, then !" cried Attila, 
in a voice of triumphant confidence. " Our hearts and 
our arms shall make it no longer doubtful. Lo ! yon 
Romans still advance over the plain. They must not 
come too near us. Ardaric, let thy Gepidae recross the 
' stream, and ensure that the enemy do not approach 
within a hundred bowshots. Theodore, wouldst thou 
leave me, my son V he added, seeing the young Ro- 
man's eyes turned with a look of natural interest upon 
the advancing legions of iEtius — " wouldst thou leave 
me, my son? If so, Attila gives thee leave to go. I 
fear not that there should be one brave man added to 
yon mighty host of cowards. I have saved thy life, I 
have loved thee well, I have treated thee as my child ; 

Ed 
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but if thon wouldst leave Attila at such a moment a9 
this, thou Shalt go in peace." 

Theodore sprang to the ground and kissed the hand 
of the monarch. " I will not leave thee, oh Attila I" he 
said — **I seek not to leave thee, and of all times I 
would not leave thee now. Fight against my native 
land I cannot ; but through to-morrow's field I will ride 
unarmed by the side of Attila, and defend him, as far as 
may be, from every danger in the strife. I am grateful, 
oh mighty king ! for all your favours : I love you for 
all your ^ndness and all your noble qualities; and 
doubt me not, I beseech you, for though I fight not on 
your part, none will be more faithful to you than I will. 
Oh, doubt me not !" 

'* I do not doubt you," answered Attila ; " but let us 
to our camp." 

Difficult were it to describe, impossible to convey 
any adequate idea of the scene of tumult, din, and con- 
fusion which the camp of the Huns presented during 
that night. The circle of wagons placed in a double 
row, and forming in reality a strong fortification, was 
nearly completed, when Attila led the way thither, and 
turned his steps towards his own tent. Fastened to 
strong stakes driven into th« ground between the inner 
wheels, the wagons werev-immoveablo from without, 
but easily turned or witHByawn from within ; and em- 
bracing an immense extent. of ground, they afforded 
space for the mighty host which Attila had led into the 
plains of Gaul. 

During that night, and comprised in a space of a few 
miles, more than a million of human beings, either in 
the Hunnish or the Roman army, prepared for battle 
and panted for carnage. No still quiet followed in the 
train of night : the blows of the hammer and the mallet, 
the ringing of armour, the voices of guards and com- 
manders, the tramp of thousands passing to and fro, the 
murmur of innumerable voicea, the loud and ringing 
laugh, the war-song shouted high and strong, the sound- 
ing of trumpets and of wild martial music, the neighing 
of several milHons of horses,* raised a roar through the 
whole air, in the midst of which the sounds of an acci- 
dental conflict that took place between the troops of 

♦ The armies of Attila were always followed, we are told, by an 
immense number of spare horses, besides those which bore hiiB war* 
' thoM which were attached to the wagons. 
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Ardaric and those of Theodoric, the Gothic ally of 
^tius, were scarcely heard ; though so fierce was the 
struggle for the bank of the rivulet, that fifteen thou- 
sand men were left dead within a stone's throw of the 
Hunnish camp. 

Thus passed the night ; and early on the following 
morning Attila appeared at the door of his tent, and 
was soon surrounded by the diflferent leaders of the na- 
tions under his command. His countenance was se- 
rene and bright; and the attendants who had passed 
the night in his tent declared that he had slept as 
calmly as an infant, from the moment that he lay down 
his head to rest to the moment that he woke to battle. 
Calmly and tranquilly he asked the tidings of the night; 
and, in a brief conversation with the leaders, assigned 
to every one his proper post, and pointed out the great 
objects to be striven for in the coming conflict. To- 
wards the third hour after daybreak, one of the watch- 
ers before the camp of the Huns announced that they 
saw movements in the Roman camp; and Attila, in- 
stantly springing on his horse, led forth his troops him- 
self through the single aperture which had been left 
for that purpose. Two hours more elapsed ere the 
whole of that mighty host were in array ; but then to 
any eye looking along over the wide plain, strange and 
fearful must have been the sight, yet grand and magnifi- 
cent. 

On one side of that little brook, running pure and 
clear between those hostile armies — ^like the bright 
stream of divine love, pouring on its refreshing waters 
of peace amid the strife and turbulence of human pas- 
sions — stretched forth the host of Attila, nearly seven 
hundred thousand horsemen from every land and eveiy 
nation of the North. There, in the centre, under his 
own immediate command, appeared the dark line of 
dusky Huns, little embarrassed with defensive armour, 
but bearing the strong and pliant bow upon their shoul- 
ders, and at their side the quiver, loaded with unerring 
arrows ; the large heavy sword, too, was in the hand of 
each, and at many a stirrup of the wilder tribes hung, 
as an ornament, a sory human head. Far on the right 
appeared the Gepidae, fairer in complexion, more bulky 
in limb, and more splendid in arms and apparel, but 
generally reputed less active, less fierce, and less per- 
isevering than the Huns. On the left, again, were seen 
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the Ostrogoths, tall, fair, and powerful ; and the inter- 
vening spaces were filled up with a thousand barbarous 
tribes— the Rugi, the Geloni, the Heruli, the Scyrri, Bur- 
gundians, Turingians, and those called the Bellonoti. A 
thousand tongues were spoken in that host, a thousand 
varieties of face and garb were seen, but all were actu- 
ated by the same feelings — ^hatred to the Romans, and 
reverence for the mighty Hun. 

On the other side of the brook, again, appeared, not 
less in number, and not less various in appearance, the 
vast army which iGtius had collected from the different 
nations that inhabited Gaul ; the long-haired Frank, the 
blue-eyed Golh, the sturdy Armorican, the powerful 
but doubtful Alan ; and there, upon his right, appeared 
Theodoric, the wise and valiant monarch of the Visi- 
goths, with his white hair, speaking the passing of many 
a careful year, and his three gallant sons, ready to obey, 
with the activity of youth, those directions which the 
wisdom of his age might dictate. In the centre were 
placed all the more doubtful allies of the Roman em- 
pire, mingled with such as might act as a check upon 
their wavering faith. On the left of the line appeared 
the Roman eagles, under the command of ^Gtius in per- 
son. There, too, might he be seen, in the eyes of the 
whole army, riding from rank to rank, and with bold and 
cheerful words encouraging his soldiers, and exciting 
them to great exertion. Small in person, but graceful, 
well proportioned, and active, with the lion heart of the 
hero and the eagle glance of the great general, the 
whole aspect of iEtius breathed courage and inspired 
energy. Wherever he rode, wherever he appeared, a 
cheerful murmur greeted him ; and when at length he 
galloped his splendid battle-horse along the line, and, 
riding up to Theodoric, embraced the old chieftain with- 
out dismounting from his charger, a loud and universal 
shout burst from the army, and seemed to the ears of 
the Romans a presage of victory. 

Calm, grave, and immoveable sat Attila upon his 
black charger, a stone's throw before the line of the 
Huns. On him every eye in his own host was turned ; 
and in that moment of awful suspense which precedes 
the closing of two mighty powers in the first shock of 
battle, the barbarian myriads seemed to forget the pres- 
ence of their Roman adversaries in the intense interest 
with which they regarded their terhble leader. Armed, 
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like themselves, with a bow upon his shoulder and a 
sword in his hand, Attila sat and gazed upon his forces, 
turning from time to time a casusd glance upon the Ro- 
mans, and then looking back along the far extending 
line of Huns, while a scarcely perceptible smile of tri^ 
umphant anticipation hung upon his Up. 

He sat almost alone, for his nearest followers and 
most faithful friends remained a few paces behmd; 
while, with that stern, proud glance, he ran over his 
often victorious bands, and seemed waiting with tran- 
quil confidence for the approaching strife. At length, 
all seemed prepared on every side, and the stillness of 
expectation fell upon the field. - It continued till it 
seemed as if all were afraid to break it, so deep, so pro- 
found grew that boding silence. 

Slowly turning his horse, Attila rode back towards 
the centre of the Hunnish cavalry, and then, with a 
voice so clear, so distinct, so powerful, that its deep 
rolling tones are said to have reached even the Roman 
lines, he exclaimed, " Unconquerable race, behold your 
enemies ! I strive not to give you confidence in me or 
in yourselves. Here is no new leader, no inexperienced 
army. Well do you know how light and empty are the 
arms of the Romans. They fly not with the first wound, 
but with the first dust of the battle ! Fearing to meet 
you unsupported, and remembering that where Romans 
have encountered Huns the Romans have fallen like 
corn before the reaper, they have called to their aid de- 
generate tribes, who have taken shelter in th6 vicious 
provinces of Rome, after having been expelled from 
among the native Goths, from the Gepidae, the Heruli, 
the Alani. These, whom we have driven from among 
us — these, weak, corrupted, degraded as they are — form 
the bulk, supply the strengi^, afibrd the courage of the 
army before you. Behold them as they stand ! are they 
not as one of their own fields of com, which we have a 
thousand times trodden down beneath our horses* feet t 
We~ are no weak husbandmen, that we should fail to 
reap«uch a harvest as that. On, warriors, on ! Pour 
on upon the Alani! Break through the degenerate 
Goths ! At the sound of our horses' feet, the Roman 
eagles, as is their custom, will take wing and fly ; and 
yon dark multitude shall disappear like the mist of the 
morning! Why should fortune have given unto the 
Huns innumerable victories, if not to crown them aU 
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"With this successful day? On, warriors, on! Drink 
the blood of your enemies ! Let the wounded, in dy- 
ing, strike his javelin through his foe, and no one dare 
to die ere he have brought a Roman head to the ground. 
I tread before you the way to victory ; and if any one 
follow not Attila, he is already dead !" 

A loud acclamation burst from the nearer ranks, and 
ran along all the line of the Huns, while even those who 
had not heard poured forth their own clamorous ap- 
plause of the words which they fancied had been spoken ; 
and the clang of arms dashed violently together, mingled 
with the deafening shout that rose up from the barba- 
rian host. 

" Seize on yon hill, Valamir !" cried Attila, while the 
roar continued : " it should have been done before." 

The monarch of the Ostrogoths hastened to obey ; but 
scarcely had his troops been put in motion, when a cor- 
responding movement was seen upon the part of the 
Romans ; and the terrible strife of that day— the most 
fierce, the most sanguinary that Europe ever has seen 
— ^was commenced by the struggle for that low hill, be- 
tween the two rival tribes of Goths. 

For a time the rest of both armies remained unmoved, 
as if spectators of the combat ; but rage and emulation 
increased in their bosoms every moment as they gaffed, 
and at length it became impossible for the leaders on 
either part to restrain in their troops the burning thirst 
for battle. On poured the Huns upon the Romans : on 
rushed the Romans on the Huns. The whirling mBs.ses 
of the Scythian horsemen, enveloped in a cloud of dust, 
from which shot forth a hail of arrows, passed through 
and through the ranks of the enemy, casting themselves 
in vain upon the firm legions of iGtius, scattering the 
Franks and the Sicambres, sweeping down whole ranks 
of the Alani and the Goths. On, in heavy line, with 
their long spears lowered, poured the multitude of the 
Gepidae, bearing slaughter and confusion wherever they 
came. 

But still Theodoric and his Goths maintained th« hill; 
still iGtius and his legions fought unconquered on the 
plain; still the Franks and the Alani, knowing that 
valour could alone save them, continued the combat 
against the Huns. Hour after hour passed by ; rank , 
after rank was mowed down ; the rivulet, late so pure 
and clear, flowed onward one unmingled stream of 
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blood; and the feet of the Hunnish horses, as they 
charged again and agam the confused but unsubdued 
masses of the, Romans, splashed up a gory dew from the 
pools that lay unabsorbed upon the loamy soil. So 
great, so terrible was the slaughter, that the horses 
could scarcely keep their feet among the bodies of the 
dead and dying. Each waving sword dismissed some 
erring spirit to its last account ; each footfall trampled 
on the writhing limbs of some mangled fellow-creature. 

In the foremost ranks of battle, wherever danger was 
pre-eminent, wherever the foes remained unbroken, 
wherever the carnage was most intense, there was seen 
Attila; and wherever he appeared, there for the time 
was victory obtained. Through the whole of that day, 
too, Theodore was by his side ; and for the second time 
he saw upon him what his followers not unaptly called 
" the spirit of the battle." Though prompt and clear in 
every command, keen and ready to seize every advan- 
tage, the calm and moderate sternness of his demean- 
our was gone ; and, fierce as the lion of the wilderness, 
rapid as the leven bolt of heaven, remorseless and un- 
sparing as the hurricane, he swept on. No one stood 
before him for an instant ; no one was struck a seco;^ 
time ; but, wherever an adversary crossed his path, there 
was left, at a single blow, a disfigured corpse upon the 
ground, or else his horse's feet trampled out the faint 
sparks that his sword had left. 

Death seemed to march before him against his ene- 
mies, nor ever turned to approach himself; and only 
twice, when surrounded almost on every side by the 
foe, could Theodore interpose to parry with an iron 
truncheon, which was the only weapon that he bore 
throughout the day, the blows of a spear and a javelin, 
which were aimed at the monarch's throat. The young 
Roman knew not that he had seen the service rendered ; 
but at length, when the day was far spent, Ellac, his 
eldest son, crossed the path of the monarch, saying, 
** Ride not in the battle with the Rpman, oh my father ! 
He is of the country of our enemies, and may kill thee 
when thy back is turned. Let me slay him even now, 
lest the traitor destroy thee !" 

** He has saved my life twice this day !" cried Attila, 
urging forward his horse. " Out of my way !" he con- 
tinued, seeing that his son still stood before him. " Out 
of my way ! or, by the god of battles, I will send thee 
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to the land of spirits ! Out of my way !" and he raised 
his sword over his son's head as if about to cleave him 
to the jaws. 

Eilac saw that the moment was not his ; and, reining 
back his horse, he sought another part of the fiel(^ 
while Attila pursued his career, and strove, but strove 
long in vain, to obtain possession of the hill. At length, 
as the closing day waxed faint and dim, and the gray 
shade of evening falling over the whole bloody scene, 
announced that the battle must soon close or be pro- 
longed into the night, Attila for a moment gained the 
summit of that long-contested eminence, and slew with 
his own hand the last of the Gothic warriors, whose es- 
pecial charge had been to defend that post. Up to thai 
mstant he had rushed on like a devouring flame, leav" 
ing nothuig but ashes behind him ; but there he suddenly 
paused, gazed forth upon the confused and mingled 
masses of the Huns and Romans, that, with equal suc- 
cess, and very nearly equal numbers, were seen spread 
over the plain for many miles around. He then Ufted 
his eyes towards the sky, marked the dipi gray that min- 
filed with the blue, and the bright star of evening beto- 
kening that the brighter sun was gone ; and with a sud- 
den calmness said, in a low, tranquil voice, '' It is too 
late for victory to-night ! It is too late ! Let the trum- 
pets be sounded !'' he continued, to some of those who 
followed — ^''let the trumpets be sounded, to recall all 
men to the camp ! Gather together the ten nearest 
squadrons upon this slope ! The Romans, I think, have 
had enough of strife to-day, and will not seek it further ; 
but they have fought well for once, and Attila must de- 
fend his own, while they seek a place of repose for the 
night." 

He added some further orders ; and in a few minutes 
was heard, from the Hunnish camp, the sound of trum- 
pets, giving forth the pecuhar notes of recall with which 
the Huns and other barbarous nations were acquainted ; 
and, separating themselves gradually but securely from 
the masses of the Romans, the various tribes which had 
followed Attila to that bloody battle were seen moving, 
in firm and regular order, towards their camp. 

What would have been the result of this movement 
under other circumstances, it is difficult to say, had the 
eye of ^tius marked the proceedings of the Huns, or 
the mind of Theodoric directed the movements of the 
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enemy; but trampled under the horses' feet, not far 
from the spot where Attila then sat, lay the disfigured 
body of the Gothic king, and the Roman general was 
far away, embarrassed with a party of the Gepidae, by 
whom he had nearly been taken. 

The inferior commanders of the Roman host gladly 
perceived that a battle, of which they were beginning 
to despair, was not entirely lost ; and seeing the dark 
cloud of Huns, with which Attila on the hill covered the 
manoeuvres of his troops, they dared not act any very 
vigorous part, with thinned and exhausted troops, against 
80 bold and well-prepared an enemy. The trumpets 
of Attila continued to sound for two hours after night- 
fall : his forces entered the camp unmolested, and the 
last of the host who left the battle-plain was the mon- 
arch of the Huns himself.* 

* Sach I believe to be tfae real faistory oi this fiimoas contest. 
We derif e all our knowledge of the ])ariicular8 from the Goths and ' 
Romans, as the Huns were not historians, or, at least, did not write 
their own version of the events in which they Were engaged. Even 
in the pre.sent age, when both parties do not scruple to render their 
pretensions to success on such occasions permanent, how often do 
we see a battle lost claimed by the loser as a battle won ! and, oi 
coarse, it is more likely to have been so when there was no check 
found in a counter statement. The historians, however, suffer one 
or two important facts to appear, which prevent us from believing 
that JStius and Theodoric ootained a victory over Attila on the pres- 
ent occasion. In the first place, it is clear that the immense Ro- 
man and Gothic army dispersed itself immediately after the battle in 
which Theodoric was killed. Reasons have been assigned for this 
proceeding, which are in themselves improbable and unsatisfactory : 
out which, when coupled with the fact that Attila afterward sacked 
Langres and Besan^on, and with the strong reasons which exist for 
believing that ^tius himself retreated at once into the Lvonnaise, 
render the victory of the Romans somewhat more than doubtful. It 
seems to me very clear that the battle may have had an indecisive 
termination, but that iEtius, finding that the Goths and Franks couki 
not be induced to try the fortunes of another dajr against Attila, re- 
treated himself in haste towards Italy ; while Attila, whose loss had 
hei&a rery great, proceeded by a new road towards his own land, 
ravaging the country, and taking several very important towns in 
his way. The very words of Jomandes admit that Attila was but 
little depressed by the event of the battle, and imply that his after- 
march was still as in a career of victory. Nor is there the slightest 
§roof, that I have been able to discover, that ^tius, as some have 
eclared, followed the monarch of the Huns even at a distance. 
If such were the way that the Romans and Goths employed a vic- 
tory, they must have been moderate and generous indeed ; and, 
under such circumstances, it might be doubtful whether they did not 
treat their enemies more mildly than their friends. The character 
Vol. II.— F 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE RETREAT. - 

" Let the dead be numbered !" said Attila, as he en- 
tered his tent — " let the dead be numbered ! I have 
lost many of my children ! Let every chieftain of every 
tribe count up their numbers, and tell me how many 
are wanting. We are brave men, and 'can look our 
loss in the face. Theodore, my soUj I thank thee; 
and I give thee leave, as a Roman, to rejoice that, for 
the first time, Attila has fought without winning a vic- 
tory." 

Thus saying, he passed on, and Theodore turned to 
where his own tents were placed. It had been a day 
of terrible excitement ; and no man, probably, in either 
army, had felt such strange and contending emotions 
as the young Roman, who, riding by the side of Attila 
through that terrible conflict, exerted every energy to 
defend the monarches life, and yet from his heart wished 
success unto his enemies. Though every moment his 
own person had been in danger — the more, perhaps, be- 
cause he sought to take the life of none himself — ^yet, 
during the day, he had not felt even that slight exciting 
shade of apprehension which is rather pleasing than 
otherwise. His whole thoughts had been divided be- 
tween Attila and the Romans. He had sought most 
eagerly, and he had found completely, an opportunity 
of proving his gratitude to the monarch of the Huns for 
all the great and singular favour which he had displayed 
towards him. 

That gratitude had indeed been great. It is true, he 
had discovered that Attila had a personal object in the 
first signs of forbearance which he had shown towards 

of ^tius is represented by his paneg3nri8t8 on the present occasion 
(probably to screen him from tne disgrace of defeat) in a very sin- 
gular and not creditable point of view. He cheated both the Goths 
and Franks, we are told, in order to get rid of them ; and then, when 
left alone with Attila, escorted his great enemy quietly out of Gaul, 
sutfering him to sack and destroy what cities he pleased as he went 
Is this reasonable ? Is this probable X 



h 
.-*^> 



▲TTILA. 63 

him ; but Theodore was not one to scan narrowly the 
causes of gratitude, or to weigh it out in very fine and 
accurate scales ; and yet, though he would willingly 
have given his life to save that of the mighty king who 
had protected and befriended him, he could not find in 
his heart to wish his fellow-countrymen defeated. Thus 
he had watched the wavering progress of the fight with 
an anxious and a beating heart, longing every moment 
to spring forward and rally the legions when he saw 
them shaken, or to form again the cohorts broken by 
the Hunnish cavalry. 

The same feeUngs continued, and agitated him still 
after he had re-entered the camp. Throughout the 
night a low and moaning murmur went up from the 
plain between the two armies; and when Theodbre, 
raised upon one of the wagons, gazed over that bloody 
field, as it lay in the tranquil moonlight, he could see 
among the piles of dead, which now broke the fiat line 
of the land, a number of objects moving slowly, and 
darkening, here and there, those spots where the beams 
of the calm, bright planet were reflected from heaps of 
corslets and shining arms. The whole camp around 
him, except a few solitary warriors keeping guard, 
seemed now to have fallen sound asleep, wearied out 
with exertion, and none of the noises of the prece- 
ding night broke the stillness of the air. Horses and 
men, equally tired, uttered no sound; and that low 
moan, not unlike the sighing- of a melancholy wind, 
was all that interrupted the silence. As Theodore 
gazed, a step near him made him turn ; and the next 
moment, mounting upon the same part of the rampart 
on which he had raised himself, Ardaric stood by his 
side, and gazed out in the same direction for some time 
without speaking. . 

"What can that faint moan proceed fromV said 
Theodore, at length. " You hear it, do you not, noble 
Ardaric 1 The stream is too small to be heard here !" 

" 1 hear it well," answered Ardaric. " It is the groan- 
ing of the many wounded, I suppose, though I never 
listened to such a sound before." 

** Nor ever, probably," said Theodore, " saw such a 
field 1" 

" The world never has seen such till this day !" re- 
plied the King of the Gepidae. " The number of the 
dead is fearfid. I alone have lost seventy thousand 
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men : so say the leaders of the tribes. Did you not 
thinJc the enemy seemed to have suffered as much as 
we had at the close of the day V^ 

"Fully!" answered Theodore. "But is it possible 
that the sound we hear can proceed from the wounded 
and dying ? It is horrible to think upon !" 

" It may be the spirits of the unburied dead mourning 
over their fate," replied Ardaric. " But what are yon 
moving objects? They must be either the Romans 
come to seek for their friends, or the wounded crawling 
about among the slain. Hark, that cawing ! and see, 
they fly up for a moilient into the air ! It is the ravens 
already at their repast. The carrion-eaters in all lands, 
the vulture, the worm, and the crow, have cause to be 
grateM to Attila. On yonder field, I should guess, 
must lie, either dead or wounded, some half million of 
men. What a banquet ! See, they settle again ! and 
now some wise crow, perched upon a Roman corslet, 
shall peck, unreproved, the throat of one of those who 
used to call themselves the masters of the world." 

" Cannot we go forth and aid the wounded V de- 
manded Theodore. " It is dreadful to think of leaving 
them to die." 

" Why so V demanded Ardaric. " They will be at 
rest all the sooner. Those who had any strength left 
have crept into the camp long ago ; those who had none 
are as well where they are, for neither can they serve 
us nor we them. It is only a pity that those ravens are 
not vultures, such as we have in the East : they speedily 
make the dead and dying one. But, doubtless, there 
arc wolves here too, out of the great forest behind us. 
They will soon clear away the carrion. I should not 
wonder if that moaning, which I took for the groans of 
the wounded, were the well-pleased murmur of the 
wolves over their unexpected feast." 

" Nevertheless," said Theodore, " I should much like 
to take a small body of men with me, and pick out those 
we can aid among the wounded." 

" What ! and have the Romans or the Visigoths upon 
you, declaring that you were pillaging the dead !" re- 
plied Ardaric ; " and then I should be obliged to go out 
to defend you. More Goths, more Huns would come 
up, and a night-battle would finish what a day-battle has 
«o well begun. No, no, my young friend; by my 
counsel and good-wiU, not a man shall stir forth from 
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this camp either to-night, or to-morrow, or the day 
after, so long as yon army lies before us. Our loss is 
nearly equal now. We are in an enemy's country, 
where we cannot hope to increase our numbers by a 
man : they are at home, and probably, ere to-morrow, 
may receive re-enforcements. Could we have crushed 
them in the battle of yesterday, the whole country 
would have been ours at once ; but, as we failed to do 
that, we must no longer leave them the advantages they 
possess. Here, in our camp, we must await them, 
where our defences are as much as half a million more 
warriors. They cannot starve us, for we have food 
enough for months, what with our horses and our cat- 
tle ; and if they attack us boldly, they must be utterly 
defeated. No, no, Theodore, my friend, no one must 
leave the camp. Attila, I know, will seek to go forth 
and destroy them in the open plain ; but all voices will 
be with me if he asks counsel of any one ; and, having 
asked it, he will take it if we all agree. Now let us to 
our tents, my friend. After all, these tents are conve- 
nient things, 'though when we first entered the Roman 
territory as enemies we had none, and despised them as 
idle luxuries, unworthj'^ of a warrior. Now, not a leader 
among us but has many." 

• " So would it be, Ardaric, with every other Roman 
luxury," replied Theodore. ** What you contemn now, 
you will learn to tolei^^te, and at length to like." 

" The gods forbid !" answered Ardaric. " Then will 
we cut our beards, and call ourselves women." 

" The Romans have not fought like women this day, 
my friend," replied Theodore. 

" True ! true !" replied the other. " A fair reproof, 
Theodore ! They have fought well, and I did them in- 
justice. Now, good-night, and sleep you well. I was 
heated, and, to say the truth, somewhat anxious ; and I 
came forth for the cool air, and for something else to 
think of than to-morrow, I have found both, and have 
also made up my mind, even while gazing upon that 
plain. Sleep you well !" 

Sleep, however, was not known to the eyes of Theo- 
dore during that night. He was not yet sufficiently 
habituated to the mighty trade of war to see thousands 
perish, and know that thousands more were lying 
around in agony, with a calm and unconcerned bosoni. 
He lay down to rest his limbs, but sleep visited not his 

F3 
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eyelids. Shortly after dawn, he rose and went out be* 
fore his tent ; but the host of the Huns was already up 
and stirring, and multitudes covered the tops of all the 
wagons, gazing out over the plain and towards the 
Roman encampment. Attila was still within his tent, 
though his battle-horse stood caparisondd by the side 
of the standard which was planted at the entrance. 
But Theodore was told that six or seven of the chief 
leaders were in council within the tent ; and, joining 
himself to a party of Hunnish chiefs who stood in the 
open space hard by, he remained waiting, with no slight 
anxiety, the result of the conference. 

At length the curtain of the tent was raised, and At- 
tila, followed by his chief leaders, came forth^ But lit- 
tle alteration was visible in his countenance, and yet 
that alteration had rendered the expression more harsh 
fitnd severe. He was speaking when he came out, and 
the deep tones of his powerfiS voice reached to where 
Theodore stood. 

" If it must be so," he said, " why, let it be so. Nor 
do I say that your counsel is not wise .and prudent, 
though I feel within me the power to crush yon swarm 
of insects as I would emmets beneath my feet. Still I 
would spare the people, if it may be so. But let it be 
remembered that Attila must never be defeated ! It it 
sufficient not t(f have been victorious ; we must die here 
or conquer ! Let my Huns, with their unerring bows, 
mount upon the ramparts of the camp. Let the other 
nations, my friends and allies, stand by to support 
them ; then raise me up a funeral pile before the en- 
trance of this tent. There shall be the bed of Attila, if 
fortune and the god of battle should desert him ! To 
the ramparts, my friends, to the ramparts ! Let no man 
say that Attila does not yield to wise counsels, even 
when they are opposed to the most burning desire of his 
heart." 

With extraordinary celerity and perfect order, the 
Huns immediately spread themselves over the long line 
of chariots whicn formed the rampart of their camp; 
and, intermingled with the Gepidae, and with the spear- 
, men of Valamir, stood prepared, with their bows in 
their hands, and the arrow resting on the string, to send 
the winged death among the Roman legions as soon as 
they should advance to the attack. 

Several times during the course of the day bodies of 



ATTILA. 67 

the Roman and Gothic troops were seen whirling about 
over the plain, and twice a large division advanced very 
near the Hunnish camp, as if to feel their way towards 
a general attack. But a (lail of arrows, darkening the 
sky, and carrying death and confusion into their ranks, 
caused them to retreat even faster than they came; 
and day closed without the expected attack. 

Early the neart morning a rumour became prevalent 
in the Hunnish camp that the army was dispersing ; and, 
on examiniag more accurately, it was found that an im- 
mense body of Goths, and another of Franks, had left 
the camp of iEtius before daylight that very morn- 
ing. Infinite were now the conjectures throughout the 
barbarian host as to what would be the conduct of At- 
tila under the present circumstances. It was not soon 
decided, however. Scouts returning to the camp after 
having been sent forth to ascertain the movements of 
the enemy, and reporting that the Goths and the Franks 
had halted at the distance of a few leagues after leav- 
ing the Roman army, the ramparts of the Huns remained 
guarded duri^ the whole of that day; and no one 
was suffered to leave the camp, except some small par- 
ties sent forth to reconnoitre. 

Attila only once left his tent during the whole day, 
when the unexpected appearance of a laiige body of cav- 
alry, supposed to be Goths, on the eastern side of the 
plain, led to the belief that a general attack was about 
to taJce place upon* the camp of the Huns. They passed 
away, however, without approaching; and Attila, re- 
turning to his tent, remained in solitude during the rest 
of the day. 

By dawn of the next morning the Romans themselves 
removed to a greater distance, and towards noon an 
order was given for the Hunnish army to prepare to 
march. None knew the direction that they were about 
to take, none knew what purpose was in the bosom, of 
tho ^ng ; and when he himself rode forth among the 
troops, not even Ardaric, his most familiar friend, was 
aware of the course they were about to pursue. 

A few words announced the intentions of the mon« 
arch. " To the south," he said ; " I will not be further 
bearded by these Romans, though they be leagued with 
aU the runaways from the hatdy North. On to the 
south, I say ! Let them attack me, if they dare !" 

The tone in which he spoke was such as showed na 
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inclination to receive counsel or follow advice, and hi« 
orders were instantly obeyed. No obstruction was of- 
fered to his march : the Roman army, as a whole, hsA 
disappeared; and though from time to time a few small 
bodies of cavalry was seen upon the right of the Huns, 
showing that iEtius either followed or accompanied the 
march of the invaders, yet no attempt was made to 
bring on a general battle; and when,* at the end of a 
four days' march, the Roman cohorts approached some- 
what too near, they were speedily driven back by the 
Hunnish cavalry. 

On the fifth day, towards noon, the towers of a large 
and important city appeared, crowning the summit of 
some high hills, round the basis of which the barbarian 
army had been winding since the morning. Massiy 
walls, close and elevated fianking towers, built from the 
bowels of the rock on which they stood, announced a well 
defended fortress, which, in the time of Rome's great- 
est glory, might well have been looked upon as imjH'eg- 
nable. Nevertheless, no sooner did the eyes of Attila 
rest upon it, after gazing over the country round, as if 
to ascertain its caps^ilities for military manoeuvres, than, 
stretching forth his hand towards Langres, he exclaimed^ 
" It must fall ! Valamir, my friend, lead the troops to 
the attack. I, with one fourth part of the army, wail 
upon this gentle slope for the coming of the Roman, if 
he dare to show himself. Let not the sun set, and seie 
this city in the hands of the enemy. '^ 

Langres fell, and ^Etius struck no stroke to relieve 
it. Some of its inhabitants found means to escape into . 
the recesses of the mountains, and some even hid them- 
selves in various parts of the town, where they were 
not discovered, but all the rest perished by the sword ; 
and the streets of Langres flowed with human blood. 
As was very customary with the Huns, it was fired in 
several places ere they left it as night fell ; but the so- 
lidity of the buildings, and the incombustible nature of 
the materials, saved it from anything but partial de- 
struction, and Attila passed on without waiting to see 
that it was utterly consumed. 

Besancjon shared the same fate as Langres ; and on 
the morning after its destruction, Attila gazed from the 
heights in the neighbourhood, and exclaimed with a 
glance of triumph, as he beheld no force on any side 
either to watch his progress or oppose his wUl, <' We 
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are not defeated ! Let them write it in their historiet, 
that after a pitched battle, in which five hundred thou- 
sand men were slain, Attila rode unrestrained through 
Gaul, and sacked two of her finest cities before the 
eyes of ifitius. But they will not write the truth — they 
will not, they dare not, lest in after ages every boy 
should spit at their memory. Now we may safely turn 
-our steps towards our native land, lest the winter again 
set in, as it did when we were coming hither, and bind 
us with icy chains amid the fastnesses of the moun* 
tains." 

The direction taken by the army was now towards 
the east; and leaving Gaul, Attila plunged into the 
passes of the Jura, pausing from time to time amid the 
sweet Helvetian valleys, as if he even hoped that the 
Romans might follow him thither, and once more try 
the fortune of battle. He who through his hfe had 
gone from victory to victory, whose steps had been upon 
the necks of conquered nations, and whose daily food 
had been success, had met with a check, had encoun- 
tered disappointment, had been unsuccessful, if not de- 
feated ; and he seemed to thirst for an opportunity of 
wiping away the only stain, riight as it was, which a 
thousand battles had left upon his sword. None of his 
confidence had abandoned him ; his reliance on his own 
mighty genius and daring courage was unshaken ; but 
yet the check received in that undecided battle had 
wrought a change in Attila, and that change unfavoura- 
ble. Ever stern and un3rielding, he had now become 
fierce and irascible; nor was that all: many of the 
vices of the barbarian character, which had been kept 
down, and, as it were, overawed in his nature by the 
greatec and more splendid qualities, so long as success 
had attended him, now seemed, like slaves on the first 
reverse of their master, to rise up turbulently in his 
bosom, and threaten to usurp the supreme controL 

It was remarked, also, that Attila — fearing, perhaps, 
that his first want of success might have deprived him 
of some portion of his vast influence over the minds and 
hearts of his foUowers — had become suspicious, wily, 
exacting in regard to outward reverence, occasionally 
violent, and often intemperate. He assumed, too, a 
greater degree of pomp and external magnificence ; as 
Sr the simple splendour of his powerful mind was suffi« 
ciently tarnished by the one slight reverse he had met 
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with, to require the suhstitution of a meaner sort of 
majesty, to dazzle the eyes where the heart was un- 
satisfied. 

The change, indeed, was not very great in any one 
particular, but still enough so in each to attract the at^ 
tention of a person who remarked so closely as Theo- 
dore, and, in the aggregate, sufficient to strike the eyes 
of others. This mood, too, increased in him daily; 
and, as he marched onward, it drew the attention of Ar- 
daric himself. 

Through those wide beautiful valleys, clad in the 
everlasting green with which a temperate chmate and 
a happy soil has robed them, the Hunnish cavalry 
wound on, feeding their horses by the bajiks of the 
streams and lakes, which, scattered in bright confusion 
throughout the free Helvetian land, have rendered it, ii 
sdl ages, a country of enchanted sights. Through those 
deep passes, too, clad with the fir and pine, whose ever- 
green garmenture bore li^ token of the approaching 
autumn, the long and dusky troops of barbarian horse- 
men poured on, lifting, with wild enthusiastic delight, 
to the mountain, the rock, the rugged precipice, the vsu- 
negated foUage, and all the beauties of uncultivated na- 
ture, those eyes which looked with scorn or abhorrence 
upon all the productions of civilized art, and on the 
mighty master works of the human mind. 

Every now and then, however, where the beech, or 
the ash, or the elm, or the oak was mingled with the 
unchanging trees of the mountain, the sear aspect of 
the withering leaves, the tints of yellow and of brown, 
told Theodore but too sdrely that the autumn was far 
advanced. The expedition of Attila had now lasted a 
year and nearly nine months. It was more than that 
since he had heard the slightest news of lldica. It was 
two years since he had seen her he loved : but time 
could do nothing to diminish feelings such as his ; and 
the longing once more to clasp her to his heart grew 
daily stronger and stronger instead of decreasing. He 
thought the rapid marches of the army slow and tedious 
— the way seemed long and interminable. 

At length began to appear the wide plains, the daik 
woods, the broad rivers, which announced once more 
their approach to the land of the Huns. Their last 
three days' march, however, was through fallen and 
falling snow ; but Theodore was not to be disheartened; 
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and on the very day that followed their arrival on the 
banks of the Tibiscus, he claimed audience of Attilm 
and, reminding him of his promise, demanded permis- 
sion to set out on his visit to Italy. 

The answer was stem and decisive. **It is impos* 
sible !" 

The monarch said no more, and Theodore, grieved 
and disappointed, waited on through a long, dark, te- 
dious winter. With the first blossoms of the spring, 
however, as the young Roman sat itrithin his dwelling, 
leaning his head upon his hand, and thinking of the 
past, the boy Emac, now growing up in splendid beauty, 
ran gladly in, exclaiming, ** My father cbXIs for you j 
Come, Theodore, come! Attila demands your pres- 
ence; and he is in a milder mood than he has been 
^nce his return from Gaul." 

A g^ad hope passed through the bosom of Theodore, 
and, rising from his seat, he followed to the presence 
of the king. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE BEUNION. 

Rome, immortal Rome ! the capital* of the greatest 
and most despotic of governments, whether democratic, 
imperial, or clerical, that ever this world has known ; 
the fountain-head of the mightiest and most pervading 
power that ever has been exercised on earth ! Rome, 
immortal Rome ! the heart of the whole world during 
centuries of glory, from which issued forth, poured 
through a thousand veins and arteries, the impulses of 
civilization to the remotest points of her mighty limbs ! 
Rome, immortal Rome ! wonderful in her rise, her du- 
ration, and her fall ! Wonderful in her splendour, won- 
derful in her decay ! Even when the time shall come that 
men pass the ploughshare over her walls, or that the beasts 
of the field find grass in her desolate dwelling-places, 
still ^all she remain immortal in history and tradition ; 
still shall she walk the earth among the spirits of the 
past, exercising over the destinies of unnumbered ages 
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an unseen influence through the record of her marrel* 
Iqus deeds ! Rome, gigantic spectre, still haunting the 
ruins of the greatest empire that the world has ever 
seen! Rome, from which arts, and knowledge, and 
power, and religion have flowed to distant ages as from 
a source; but which — oh, strange to say! — has ever 
presented in herself the spectacle of anarchy, vice, and 
irreligioii; and which stood forth from the whole world 
as the darkest and most polluted spot through many 
centuries and for many crimes. Rome, immortal 
Rome ! We must now bend our steps through Rome. 

It was on a spring holyday, in one of the brightest 
iiH>nths of the year^ ere smnmef had brought her burn- 
ing heatr and sifter winter had lost his chilling frown* 
The vegetable world was all in flower, and nature, like 
an AprU bridev was crowned with garlands. The sky 
was all in smiles; the air was all b^m; a;nd the whole 
of a soft and pleasure-seeking population was pourins 
forth into the streets, or thronging the public places of 
the city, which had once been^ indeed, the queen of 
empires, and was stdl magestie,^ though her reign wa» 
over. 

Some show or some amusement, some procession 
or some festival, called the gay multitude forth towards 
the forum ; and oh, how memly, as they went along,, 
did the laugh ring up into the sky — did the gay song or 
the loud jest echo through the streets^ 

Among the number who took their way onward 
through one of the long narrow streets, were two girls 
carrying a basket of flowers between them, and thus sing* 
ing as they went of the sweet burden they bore. 

FLOWER GIRLS*^ BOSG. 

Oh, the flowers of spring 1 the sweet-smelling flowers,^ 

C^ay-robed companions of life's happy hours : 

They have come again to visit us here ; 

They have come lumd in hand with the young bright year. 

Oh, flowers! Baymyflowera! 

Oh, the flowers of spring ! the^beantiful flowers^ 
in garlands we twiniad them in infimcy^is hours -, 
And every blossom we strung on the wreath 
Was like the sweet momenta that flew beneath. 

Oh, flowers! BUy my floweret 

Oh, the flowers of spring ! the beautiful flowers, 

They have wreathed the door-posts of love's own bowers ;. 



They hmiNi girea their breatii to the lover's eigh, 
And their hues to the loved one's cheek and eye. 

Oh, flowers ! Buy my ilowers) 

Oh, the flowers of spring ! the beautiful powers. 

Fed with May sunshine and bathed with spring showers ; 

When you have babes, as soon you may, 

Let them sport with flowers through their young bright day. 

On, flowers! Buy my flowers t 

Oh, the flowers of Spring ! the beautiful flowers, 
When manhood puts foith his mightiest powers ; 
!^ach noble thing does its wreath re<}uire 
The wariibr's st^ord and the poet's lyre. 

Oh, floweri ! Buy my flowers I 

Oh, the flowers of spring ! the beautiful flowers, 
They are dear to us still when old age lours ; 
We gate on the blossoms that spring at our feet. 
And the i^erlume of mem'ry rises sweet 

Oh, flowers! Buy my flowers I 

Oh, the flowers of kpring I the beautiful flowers, 
They hisve still their charm for all life's hours ; 
And when at length in the tomb we are laid, 
Let our last bed of flowers be made. 

Oh, flowers! Buy my flowers t 

Oh, the flowery of spring ! the beautiful flowers, 
Whcnre saw you flowers so £ur as ours ? 
They are sweet to the scertt, and bright to ^e eyej 
Oh. take them before they fade or die. 

Oh, flowers ! Buy my flowers !^ 

So sUn^ the flower-girls, as, carrying between then! 
their D<isket, heavy with the rifled treasures of thd 
6pring, they walked on among the crowd, selling front 
time to time a wreath or a nosegay. The passers- by^ 
howeVer, unembarrassed with any boirden, were mord 
rapid in their movements. The crowd became thinner 
and thinner as the more early hurried on. Scattered 
groups succeeded, hastening iforward with an acceler- 
ated pace, lest they should be too late, or gain but bad 

* After writing the above song, ^ friend suggested to me that it bon^ 
a iteemblance to some other verses of which we could both recall a 
part, but not the whole. We could neither remember the author's 
aame, nOr where they were printed ; but I have since found that the 
jkMsn aUuded to is by Mrs. Hemans ; and the author of Conti, a work 
full of interest, enthusiasm, and high feeling, latiBly pointed out to 
me that the stanxas are printed among the minor poems following 
** The forest Sanctuary.'' They commence, " Bring flowers !" and 
in two or three of the stanxas there is much similarity with thi 
Abttve. 

Vol. H.. 
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places at the show ; and at length the numbers were so 
diminished as to leave the street nearly vacant ; while 
the girls themselves, finding that they had been oat- 
stripped by their eustoraers, hurried their pace as fast 
as they could, in order to find a new market, where the 
multitudes were assembled. 

At the time when the street was the thinnest of peo- 
ple, however, the trampling of horses, coming at a quidc 
pace, was heard, and both the girls turned round to look, 
the one exclaiming, *' It is the bishop, I am sure,'' and 
the other replying, " No, it is the quaestor by the number 
of horses : the bishop always goes in his chariot, foolish 
girl." 

" Wrong, both of us,'* rejoined the first ; " it is but a 
large troop of barbarians."' 

" Oh, they will bujr our flowers, then," cried the 
other. " I dare say they are from ^tius's army ; and 
the barbarians always spend thehr money as fast as they 
get it." 

As they thus spoke, the troop which called forth 
these observations approached ; and the two girls— one 
of them was remarksDbly pretty, and the other thought 
herself so — turned their faces, with an air of modesty 
which it is possible they did notreaUy possess, towajds 
the point straight before them, and taking up agahr the 
burden of their song, " Oh, flowers ! Buy my flowers !" 
they went on carolling gayly as the strangers cam^ 
near. 

He who rode at their head was a young man of about 
two-and-twenty, dressed in the Roman costume ; but 
those who followed were clothed, though with some 
appearance of splendour, in the wilder garb of the Huns. 
Riding up, the young stranger stopped his horse by tho 
side of the first fiower girl, who instantly held up a 
bunch of very beautiful blossoms, singing on, with aff 
air of sportive coquetry, " Oh, fiowers ! Buy my flow- 
ers." Theodore, for he it was, took the flowers, and 
gave her a piece of money, saying, at the same time, 
" Canst thou tell me, pretty lass, where dwells Julius 
Lentulus. His house used to be here, methinks ; but il 
is long since I saw it, and where I thought it stood ap« 
pears nothing but a high wall:." 

•* True, beautiful youth," replied the girl—" true, his 
house stood there : but Val^tinian wanted the land to 
make a fishpond of; so he pulled down the house, wA 
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Julius Lentolus wae obliged to remove ; and now dwells 
luther up, at the side of the Aventine. The emperor, 
however, hetook himself to Ravenna ; the fishpond was 
ne^er made, and the edile had the ground wailed up; 
for he dare not give it back to Julius Lentulua for fear 
of the emperor. '^ 

** Canst thou not direct me more exactly ,'' demanded 
Theodore ; " for I wish to find the house instantly." 
. " Ay I now I warrant thee," answered the girl, " thou 
art seeking the pretty Eudoehia ; often does she buy 
lowers of me when I go by the Aventine. Ay ! I war- 
rant thee, some M lover of hers; for I remember^ 
when she came hack from exile in the barbarian land 
herself, some two or three years ago. But alas ! fair 
youth, thou hast a rival — ^nay, not one for that matter, 
but a hundred, though only one that is dangerous." 

" Pray who is that ?" replied Theodore, with a smile, 
which encouraged the girl to run on. 

'^ As fair a youth as any in the imperial city," an* 
Bwered the girl : " she calls him her brother Ammian ; 
but once, as I rested in the gardens of their villa with- 
out the walls, I saw their lips meet as brothers and 
fsisters rarely do meet; and I found afterward that 
there was no such near blood between them." 

Theodore's cheek reddened from feelings that would 
be difficult, and are unnecessary to define. " Alas, 
poor youth !" continued the girl — " alas, poor youth, I 
^am sorry for thee ! but these things must be borne, 
sweet heart, and thou wilt soon find thee another 
bride." 

" Thou art mistaken, pretty lass," replied Theodore t 
** Cudochia is my sister, and Ammian I love as a brother ; 
jbtttt have you no news of the Lady Flavia and — ^" 

"Ha, ha, J have thee now!" <;ried the girl; "thou 
wouldst ask after the fair Ildica. Thou art safe, then, 
stranger, thou art safe. She lives as a nun, and keeps 
her maiden beauties from the searching eyes of admira<> 
lion. Seldom have I even seen her, but she is very 
beautiful. Thou wilt find her, too, by the Aventine; 
and if thou wouldst know where Ammian is, I xx)uld 
lell thee too." 

The girl assumed an air of mystery as she spoke, 
which excited Theodore's curiosity; and, without ap- 
i)earing to be anxious on the subject, he merely asked, 
*' And where, pra}^ is that ?" 
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" I do not know whether I will teH or not," answered 
the girl; "it might cost the pretty boy his life; but 

!hou wilt not repeat it, and may keep him from such 
oUies hereafter. He has gone out," she added, ap- 
proaching closer to' Theodore's horse, and speaking in 
a lower tone — *^he has ^one out to see secretly a 
great sacrjfipe whiqh is to be offered to Jupiter by the 
people who dwell at the foot of Pincianus : I saw him 
going thither as I came along; for I heard that the 
good old pagans — as we Christians call themr— wer0 
about to risk their throats for the sake of offering a sac- 
rifice to a god in whom they do not half believe, and I 
went thither to sell my garlands. As we came backs 
we saw the young wanderer going thither fo^r sport, and 
we decked him and his horse out with flowers, as if h^ 
were verily to be the sacrifice himself." 

" God grant that it may not be so," thought Theodore ; 
but he merely asked, " Are not the laws against thes^ 
sacrifices very severe here in the West ? They are sq 
in the Eastern empire at least." 

" Death to every one who bf holds them," replied th^ 
girl; "^ut since the emperor has dwelt at Ravenna, 

?eople have not been so strict, and one may swear by 
upiter, or even by Venus, without danger. What it 
will be, now that Valentinian has returned, I cannot 
tell ; but I must on to the palace to sell him flowers, 
for he will soon be going to join the procession, and th^ 
propositus always buys flowers of me and Claudia for 
the emperor's own use, he tells us." 

Thus saying, she tripped on ; while Theodore turned 
|iis horse's head towaltis the Aventine Mount : and, o;i 
inquiring for the house of Julius Lentulus, he was di- 
rected to a stately but somewhat gloomy edifice, en- 
closed within its own walls and gardens, and bearing 
^n air of majestic decay, which harmonized but top 
ivell with the state of the city and the country. On 
reaching the gates hp asked at once for Flavia ; but the 
old janitor considered him attentively for some mor 
ments ere he gave him admission, for the person he in? 
quired for received but few visiters. 

^*What is your namel" he asked — *'.what is yoi^r 
name, young lordl I am not going to admit you and 
all these barbarians to the Lady Flavia, who rarely see« 
any one. Then that wild youth An^mi^n has gon^ 



IbcUi, and there is no one but the lady and her daughter 
vrithin." 

Beyond the great gates stood the house, with its long 
colonnade ; bat planted in the space between were some 
bushes and low apple-trees, which prevented Theodore 
froim seeing anything but the two steps which raised 
(be portico from the ground, and the lower part of the 
{Hilars which composed it. As he looked on, how- 
ever, he saw a female figure pass along the colonnade ; 
fuid, though he could not see the face, yet the sight of 
the small graceful foot that moved the full and floating 
robe was enough io make his heart beat high. 

" I am Theodore, Ancinus,^* he said. " Let me pass, 
my good friend. These strangers can wait for me 
without. I am Theodore, son of Paulinus ; I say let 
me pass." 

There was a cry of joy from within ; for the tones of 
Ihat voice had caught the ear of Ildica, and she hsbi 
paused to listen — there was a cry of joy, a few steps, 
quick as those of the fawn bounding after its mother 
over the morning dew, and Ildica was in her lover's 
arms. 

^ At length ! at length !'' she exclaimed, as« twined m 
his arms and pressed to his heart, she raised those large 
dark lustrous eyes to his faee, swimming with tears 
sweeter than the happiest smile that ever shone upon 
the human countenance. ^*At length, at length, my 
Theodore, thou art come ! Come after two long years 
and a half. Oh how weary has felt my heart under the 
passing of that tedious time ; and how busy has fancy 
Seen with all the dangers and with all the horrors in the 
storehouses, the wide, dark storehouses of possibility! 
How I have tortured myself to think why my Theo- 
dore did not write ; but thou art come, and the clouds 
are aU dispelled." 

" Beloved, I did write," replied Theodore. " Twicef 
have I written; but it was under such circumstancesi 
ihat I could hardly hope thou wouldst ever see the char'9 
acters my hand had traced. Nor have I heard from 
thee, my Ildica ; but I fancied no neglect, no forgetful- 
pess, no change of affection." 

" I too wrote, beloved," she answered ; " but I wrote 
only once, because no other occasion presented itself 
of sending letters to the country of the Huns. Forgety 
fuhiess ! neglect ! change of affeption ! Oh, TheodpreJ 
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could an3rt1iing in life change that which I f^l sQfd 
death itself can never alter % What have I thought oC 
hut thee since last we met ! But let us to my mother ; 
let her share our joy." 

"That joy will be greater, my beloved, when yo^ 
hear all," ireplied the youth; and, still circling her fair 
form with his arm, while her hand remained clawed ii^ 
his, he accompanied her back into the house wherq 
Flavia sat, unknowing his arrivaf. 

** Joy, dearest mother, joy !" cried Ildica : " here ia 
our Theodore returned." 

^* Ay, and returned," added Theodore, " never to qui| 
you again ! Attila — though I saw that it gave him np 
slight pain — has freed me from the rest of the tem^ 
which I had bound myself by promise to remain with 
him. lie has but exacted that I shall never bear armfi 
against his people, nor provoke them to strife with me ; 
f(ir he has a superstition that the first injury inflicted 
by any of them upon me will be followed by his ruin ot- 
his death." 

^* Happy superstition!" cried Flavia, embracing him: 
^^ and so 1 trust our long sorrows are over, my dear son. 
We have needed thee much ; but now that thou wilt not 
leave us more, my cares are at an end: and when ) 
have seen thee and my Ildica united for ever, I willingly 
quit a worjd of which I have long been weary." 

*^ Quit us not, my mother !" replied Theodore, " quit 
VIS not! but remain with us, to behold our happiness 
and to share it ! But oh, let that happiness be made 
complete as soon as may be. Let no time elapse ere 
Ildica becomes my own. Till t hold her to my heart, 
my own dear wife, I shall fear lest every hour that flieai 
may bring some new misfortune to separate us again. 
Say, Ildica, say, when will you be mine 1" 

The blood rose in the beautiful girl's cheek, and neck| 
and brow, spreading through that pure and ivory skin 
like the blush of dawn upon the snowy heads of the 
mountains ; and feeling how the crimson was mounting 
in her face, she hid it upon her lover's breast, replying, 
" When my mother thinks fit." 

"To-morrow! oh, to-morrow, dear mother!" cried 
Theodore. 

" Nay, nay," said Flavia, with a srmile, ** not quite so 
• soon as that ! Let it be the following day. What say 
you> Ildica i Is that too teon ?" 
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f^ Speak, beloved! speak!" cried Theodore; but she 
stffl md her eyes upon his breast, and yet the soft clasp- 
ing of her hand iippn his told him that she gave no um 
WUling consent. Feeling that she was much agitated, 
he sought 5some other theme to release her mind from 
its happy burdeui till custom should render it lighter to 
bear. 

" She consents^ my mother !" he said, '* she consents I 
but where is Eudochia ! She must come and share our 
Joy. I wonder she has not yet heard of her brother^s 
return." 

" She has gone to the capitol," repUed Ildica, raising 
her head : '* there is a splendid sight there to-day ; and 
Ammian sent a messenger to say he had foundia placQ 
for her where she could see it aU." 

" Ammian !" exclaimed Theodore : " I heard, as I 
came along, that he had gone out of the city towards 
rincianus." 

*• Oh no," replied Flavia : " he went to the capitol, 
and sent both a messenger and a litter for Eudochia, 
saying that he had fbund a place for her at the house 
of Juhus Sabinus, otherwise shejshquld not have gone." 

But Theodore was not satisfied. Though the words 
of the flower-girl might be idle words, yet they remained 
ppon memory, and a cloud came over him as of new 
sorrows approaching. At that moment they heard 
voices at the door, and one of them speaking with the 
tones of a woman in loud entreaty. Theodore listened : 
**1 must see him, I must speak with him," cried the 
voice : '* it is not to sell my flowers : it is on businesai 
of importance to him himself that I seek to see him. 
Only tell him I am here, and see whether he will not 
let me speak with him." 

" That is the voice of the fjower-girl," cried Theo- 
dore, " who told me that Ammian had gone out to Pin- 
cianus. Some evil has happened, I fear !" 

" Again !" cried Ildica, " again !" and she cast down 
her dark eyes towards the ground with an expression 
of deep despondency, as if she asked of the dust from 
which .we rise and to which we fall — " What is this in 
scrutable fate, that dogs us through existence, never 
sufTering us to know a moment's happiness, without 
pouring into the cup the bitter drop that turns it all tq 
fiall I" 

Theodore had in the meantime advanced towards tha 



80 ATTILA.. 

fate, and was met midway by the flower-gir^, with 
whom he had spoken, and wiu> had now i>aissed th« 
gat^ceeper and was hurrying in. 

*' You told me you were her brother]" she cried, as 
sh« met him — " you told me you were her brother ! If 
60, and if you would save her from Valentinian, fly to 
the palace, quick! They have borne her thither. I 
saw her carried to the inner court in a htter, and heard 
her cries and entreaties when she discovered where 
they were taking her to. If you are her brother, hasten 
thither quickly with your Hunsf You may save her 
yet; for almost all-^guards, attendants, officers — have 
gone to the show. You may save her yet, peichaBp9 
^^-«r at least avenge her !" 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE TYRANT. 

In a room ip the imperial palace, lighted from abovei 
Und far removed from any of the chambers usuallv in* 
habited by the emperors, upon a luxurious coucn of 
down, covered with crimson, and strewed with the 
flowers of the hyacinth, whose sweet perfume mingled 
with that of a thousand other flowers, gave the whole 
chamber an atmosphere of delicious but overpowering 
perfume, lay Valentinian, the weak, luxurious, vicious 
monarch of the West, clothed in a light and floating 
robe of silk, and with his odour-dropping hair bound e^ 
feminate with a fillet twined with flowers. 

He seemed to listen eagerly for some sounds ; and in 
a moment or two the trampling of feet, some sobbing 
cries, and a voice in the tone of expostulation, were 
heard. The next instant the door of the room — for it 
was one closed by a door furnished with locks and 
bolts — was thr6wn open, and a litter was borne in and 
set down in the midst of the chamber. 

The slaves of Valentinian, for— -though not habited in 
the usual garb of the imperial household — they were 
but the ministers of his pleasure, instantly withdrew* 
and, starting from the litter, a lovely girl, terror in her as- 
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pect, and her eyes dewed with tears, stood gazing wildly 
round the room* as if seeking some means of escape. 
She was yet in her early youth, and modesty and inno- 
cence were written in every line of her fair counte* 
nance. But neither modesty, nor innocence, nor youth 
had any effect upon the corrupt and selfish man before 
her, who, as soon as the slaves were gone, advanced, 
and taking her hand, endeavoured to sooth her, pouring 
into her ear all the vile but honeyed words of a consum- 
niate corrupter. 

Snatching her hand from his, and shrinking back from 
him into one comer of the room, Eudochia gazed upon 
him in silent terror, as she would have gazed upon some 
poisonous serpent suddenly crossing her path. But 
Valentinian still pursued, exclaiming, "' But listen to me, 
fair Eudochia. It is the emperor seeks your love. It 
is Valentinian who commands your obedience. The 
wealth and splendour of a world shall be poured out at 
your feet, the love of your sovereign shall encircle you 
with all earth's choicest gifts ;'' and he went on with 
Vords on lyhich we will not dwell to wrong her inncK 
pent ear with evil persuasions. 

Fqr a time Eudochia gazed in silence, as if terror and 
horror h^td deprived her of the use pf her intellect ; bqt 
as Valentinian concluded, and was again approaching 
her, she suddenly seemed to recollect herself, and, with 
^ quick start forward, cast herself at hi&i feet. 

"Hear me, oh pmperor!" she cried, *-hear n^e, if 
there be one spark of noble feeling left in your bosom. 
If you be a nionarch, if you be an emperor, if you be a 
man, hear me, and set me free ! I cannot love yoii, I 
pught not to love you, but as a subject loves nn emperor. 
You are already wedded ; my heart is already given to 
another! Wrong not your empress, wrong not me, by 
seeking love that never can be yours. Let me go ! oh, 
let me go ! and show yourself really worthy of your 
high station. You cannot — surely you will not be the 
first to violate the laws which you are bound to main- 
tain. How would yoii punish another were he to treat 
me even as your slaves have done ? Qh let me beseech, 
let me entreat, let me adjure you, by all you hold sa- 
cred, to set me free I Hear n^e, hear me! Qh, mon- 
arch, hear me !" 

And with uplifted hands and streaming eyes she 
^ent on, urging him to justice and compassion; but 
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even her terror and distress had charms for the base 
tyrant. He attempted to throw hie arms around her ; 
he kissed her fair brow as she kneeled imploring at his 
feet. But at that act Eudochia felt all the spirit of her 
race rise up within her, as she saw her prayers unheed- 
ed asul her appeals to justice only provoking deeper in- 
sult. She sprang upon her feet, she freed herself from 
his arms, she snatched from his girdle, even in the 
struggle to cast him off, a small Eastern dagger which 
the weak tyrant wore. " Stand back !" she cried— 
** stand bacK ! or, by the memory of my father, who 
died to save his country, I will drive this blade into thy 
heart, thou Tarauin !" 

" Giri, you dare not !" cried Valentinian, drawing 
back ; " you dare not raise your hand against your em- 
peror !" 

'* All girl as I am, I dare raise my hand against any 
tyrant on the earth," replied Eudochia, " let him clothe 
himself with whatsoever name he will. Come not 
near me, or you die ! Tyrant, I am resolved ! My hon- 
our is as dear to me as life to you ! Let me go free, or 
Valentinian shall this day cease to live and reign !" 

" Well, well ! thou shalt go !" said the emperor, in a 
softened tone ; '* but I must call the slaves, to make 
them open the door from without. Promise me that 
thou wilt not strike me as I approach the door." 

^' I will not," replied Eudocnia, " so as you set me 
free." 

" You shall be free," answered Valentinian, moving 
towards the door — " you shall be free." 

But when between Eudochia and the entrance of the 
room, within a single step of either, he suddenly turned* 
sprang upon her, wrenched the dagger from her grasp, 
and casting it on the other side of the couch, exclaimed, 
" Now, girl ! now I what punishment shalt thou under* 
go for daring to hold a dagger to the breast of thine em* 
peror ?" 

Eudochia gazed round in hopeless despair. But then 
came a sound of hasty steps and angry voices ; and, 
with sudden hope rushing through her bosom, she ut- 
tered scream after scream, to attract the notice of any 
one who might be passing near. Valentinian seemea 
not to have heard or not to heed the sounds, for he 
pursued his evil course ; but while h^ endeavoured tQ 
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silence the unhappy object of his passions, the door of 
the chamber was shaken violently. 

The bolts and locks resisted ; but another and another 
blow came crashing upon the woodwork. Valentinian, 
with a cheek as pale as death, retreated towards the 
couch, and sought for the dagger, which was the only 
weapon he had worn. The next moment the door gave 
way, and the brother of Eudochia, followed by twenty 
or thirty of the armed Huns, rushed into the chamber. 
His sword was drawn and bloody in his hand; and 
stretched across the long passage might be seen the 
corpse of one of the ba^ instruments of the grant's 
vices, who had dared to resist the passage of the Ro- 
man, hastening to the deliverance of his sister. 

Theodore caught her in his arms, and Eudochia wept 
upon his bosom. But such thoughts as had inspired 
the bosoms of his ancestors were in his heart at tluit 
moment, and he gave her little time to weep. 

" Are you safe, my sister V he cried, with his eyes 
still glaring on Valentinian. " Are you pure ! By the 
memory of our father, I adjure you ! are you unpol- 
luted?" 

**I am, Theodore! I am!" she answered: '* thanks 
to God and to you, I am !" 

'^Yile slave!" cried Valentinian, attempting to as- 
sume the air of empire ; *^ who are you t How dare 
you — ^" 

But Theodore cut him short. ''Base, effeminate^ 
soulless tyrant !" he answered^ " well may you thank 
God that I arrived in time to save you from the crime 
you sought to commit! Well may you thank God! 
for your cowardly and pitiful life had surely been ended 
here had you succeeded in injuring her ; and your soul 
had been sent to hell burdened with the sin it had just 
perpetrated/' 

Valentinian trembled and turned pale, the coward 
blood forsaking his heated cheek at the stem aspect of 
the young Roman. He attempted, however, though in 
a weak and faltering voice, to call for his guards and his 
officers ; but Theodore replied, with a look of withering 
scorn, *' You call in vain, tyrannical disgrace of Rome 
^-ryou call in vain. The means that you have taken to 
ensure that your crime should be effected in silence and 
secrecy, have left you as powerless as the lowest slave 
i^ your dominions. All the better and the purer part 
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of your court, sent forth to take part in the processiooi 
have left you alone in this wing of the palace, with 
none but the slavish ministers of your pleasures near 
thee. They are in the hands of my followers, except 

iron rash fool, lying there in his blood who attempted 
o stop a brother flying to his sister's rescue. Thou art 
in my power,'* he addedj '* to take or leave thy pitiful 
life as I will ; and couldst thou but see how contemptible 
a thin^ thou hast made thyself, as thou standest there^ 
quivenng with fear and guilt before thine injured sub^ 
ject, shame would surely supply the place of virtue^ and 
thou wouldst blush for the crimes that have degraded 
thee so Idw." 

** Traitor !" exclaimed Yalentlnian, with the blood 
rushing up into his fade — *^ traitor, thou shalt rue thid 
day !" 

"Monarch, I shall not,'' replied Theodore, "were 
even your power as extended as it is weak and circum- 
scribed ; were the Romans found base enough to suffer 
a tyrant to oppress a citizen for defending a helpless 
l^rl, and that girl his sister, you dare notj ho, you dare 
not openly raise a hand against my Ufe. Know that in 
iiie you see one whom Attila, at whose very name you 
tremble, looks upon as his son. Letters are already in 
thy court announcing my coming, and bidding thee do 
me justice in all things ; and thou darest as soon raise 
thy hand against me as thou darest offer thy neck'td 
the axe," 

"So," cried the base monarch, glad, hke all weak 
ihinds convicted of crime, to seek revenge in scorni 
^here they have no refuge in justice, and no power Of 
Retaliation—" so thou art one of those degenerate Ro- 
Inans who fight against their country in the ranks of thiei 
barbarians !" 

" Monarch, thou liest," answered Theodore, boldly. 
** I have never fought against my country. My sword 
has never been drawn, my speal* has never been 
pointed against a Roman breast. I have saved the life 
Of Attila ; I have saved the life of his son ; but I have 
taken no part in his wars, and defy thee to show that 
I have ever been guilty of one act against my country. 
Little, too, would it become ihee, oh emperor, to reproach 
ainy one for betraying his native land. Hast thou not 
given tribute to the bafbariani hast thou never sacii- 
nc9d the innocent to th^ fury of the Hunst hast thoa 
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iiev^r encouraged the hordes of Sc3rthia to invade the 
Koman territories. But I leave thee, oh monarch. My 
sister is safe. I'hy crimes are averted ; and, as if clad 
in a panoply of iron, my innocence defies thy power 
and scorns thy menaces. Come, Eudochia, come. Thd 
litter and the slaves which brought thee hither as th^ 
Object of a base monarch's passion shall carry thee 
back as pure as when thou earnest." 

Throwing his arm round her, but without sheathing 
the sword he carried in his right hand, lest any opposi- 
tion should be made to his retreat, Theodore placed her 
in the litter ; and, at a word to some of his followers^ 
the slaves of Valentinian who had borne her thither 
'Were brought in, raised their fair burden from the ground, 
and obey^ at once the young Roman in bearing her 
kway homeward. The dark Huns who had accompa- 
hied him surrounded them on every side ; and Theo* 
dore himself, after casting one more look of mingled 
^om and indignation upon the tyrant from whom h6 
had just snatched his prey; followed his sister ftom th<^ 
|>alace without obstruction, and almost without notice, 
to carefully had Valentinian removed from the precincts 
bf those apartments every one who might behold, or 
report, or interrupt the commission of the crime he had 
ineditated. 

While^ his own slaves had been compelled to beat 
£!ndochia away, the weak monarch of the West had re- 
mained, with impotent fury burning in his bosom, and 
^yes glaring angrily upon that which he could not pre* 
vent, iiis features had worked, his hands had wrung 
each other, his colour had varied under the influence 
Of passion like the complexion of a timid girl. He had 
inore than once sought for the hilt of the dagger, tod, 
9S if he would fain have struck it into the heart of the 
bold youth who taunted him so scornfully. But fea^ 
had restrained his violence ; and, when Eudochia wadi 
gone, he remained for several minutes motionless as 
a statue, gazing down upon the floor, without any per- 
deptible movement except a slight pressure of his 
hands together, and the sterner knitting of his angry 
brow. 

What were all the dark and the painful thoughts, thb 
burning bitter shame, the lowered but still fierce and 
venomous pride, that now raged within, it matters not 
to inquire ; suffice it, that so intense and potent vrtiH 
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tliey, that they seemed ta absorb his wha)e sool and 
mind ; and there he remained, as we have said,* for 
many minutes, without speech or movement. At 
length, however^ the imprisoned tempest burst forth, 
and stamping violently npon the ground, he poured 
forth a torrent of curses and imprecations upon himself, 
upon Theodore, upon Eudochia, upon the whole world ; 
and then, casting himself down upon that flower- 
Btrewed cooch, he raved and gnashed his teeth, in 
the agony of anger^ degradation, and disappointments 
After a time, starting up a^in,- he leaned his brow for 
a moment or two upon his hand, as if in thought, and 
tiien called loudly for his attendants. 

" Ho, without there !" he exclaimed ; " is nobody 
near ? Is everybody fled ! Are ye all fools, or cow- 
ards, or traitors! Does nobody answer to the voice 
of the emperor V 

As his voice ran along the passages of the buildings 
with slow and fearful steps a single eunuch crept out 
from some comer, in which he had concealed himself; 
and stepping with evident terror over the body of the 
fallen slave, who had been slain in attempting to pre-^ 
vent the entrance of Theodore^ he approached the door 
at which the monarch stood, and cast himself at his 
feet. 

' " Pitififl, Cowardly wretch !" exclaimed Valentinian, 
" why didst thou abandon thy lord, to be insulted by 
that frantic boy ; or, if thou hadst not power to resist 
him and his barbarians, why didst thou not fly, by the 
opposite passage, to the chief apartments, and call up 
the chamberlain and his guards V^ 

'^ I had but time to hide myself in the bath, from 
which there is no outlet," replied the eunuch. " My 
comrade was smitten to the ground in a moment ; and 
I should have shared the same fate, without serving 
thee, oh great monarch! if I had not darted away 
where first I could find refuse." 

" Well, get thee gone quick," replied the emperor. 
** Call up hither, instantly, the prefect of the palace^ 
and also th^chamberlain. Lose not a moment." 

The eiuilql^ hastened to obey ; and after having beett 
absent fSpfte time, which Valentinian passed sitting on 
the edge of the couch in deep and angry thought, he rei- 
tumed with several inferior domestics, but neither of 
the two high officers he had been sent to seek. 
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" Where is the prefect, where the chamberlain 1" cx- 
elsumed Valentioian, with his eyes flashing and his 
brows knit into a more bitter frown than ever. ** Do 
all my servants neglect and abandon me V 

''Both the prefect and the guardian of the secret 
chamber," replied the slave, ** as well as the count of 
the domestics, and all Ijhe other high officers of the pal- 
ace, are gone, by your own imperial order, to grace the 
procession around the capitol/' 
• Yalentinian again stamped with rage ; but, after a few 
moments' consideration, he sent away the greater part 
of the attendants, and calhng to him one in whom he 
seemed to have more confidence than the rest, he de- 
manded, '' Dost thou remember, Elius, whither we were 
told that wild youth, Ammian Flavius, had gone this 
morning ?" 

" I know well, oh emperor," replied the domestic— 
** I know well ; for the men who lured him thither were 
sent by myself to get him out of the way. The inhab- 
itants of two of the villages at the foot of Pincianus 
hold to-day^ we hear, a secret sacrifice to Jupiter ; and 
this wild youth, whom anything that is strange or ex- 
travagant will mislead, was easily induced to go out to 
behold it, notwithstanding the penalties of death pro- 
nounced against all present." 

'' Hark !" said Valentinian ; " as soon as the i^roces- 
eion is over, send out to Pincianus men enough to 
drown all these incorrigible pagans in their own blood. 
Let them slay all they find. Jupiter shall have victims 
enough; but on no account let them touch this Am- 
mian. Take especial care to save him. Let him be 
brought into the city guarded. He shall be empaled 
alive! We will put down these sacrifices — ^but hark 
thee again, there is more to be done ! Get thee gone, 
eunuch. Thou art a coward, and not fit to listen to the 
dpeds of brave men. Elius, a youth has been here and 
snatched the girl from my hands — her brother, it would 
seem — that Theodore whom we have heard of. He 
has borne her back to the Aventine. He has insulted 
me, the emperor. He has slain one of the slaves, and 
he must die, EUus. fiut on account of this Attila, it 
must be no public act. He. must die, Elius! but it must 
be by some chance accident, or in some casual strife. 
He must die, Elius, he must die ! Let not the sun rise 
upon him again : I leave it to thee, my faithful servant 
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—I leayc it to theo to do justice upon the traitor. 
There is a fair estate not far from Aricia. Thou 
knowest it well — rich in wine, in oil, and corn — ^it ia 
thine if this Theodore be dead ere to-morrow morning. 
See to it !" 

" I will find means,'* replied Elius, calmly. 

Valentinian gazed in his face; and finding there a 
look of assurance which had never failed him, he felt 
as satisfied as if the de^sd were done, and with a slow 
jitep he pought the other part of the palace. 



CHAPTER X. 

.THE PAGAN SACBU'ICC. 

Trerb is even now — when the sweeping hand of 
llges has levelled with the earth so many of the things 
which in the times we speak of were in their splendour 
<>— there is even now at the foot of Pincianus a deep, 
shady grove of tall trees, amid the stems of which the 
treacherous sunshine of the Roman spring pours its 
mellow light with a peculiar charm. This, however, is 
but a small vestige of the magnificent wood that at 
one period covered the side of the hill, and swept over 
the undulating country at its base, a wood con.sistinff 
solel}^ of high upright trees, springing from a green and 
luxuriant turf, which their own shadow kept cool and 
verdant. A bright stream, long since licked up by the 
burning sun, then meandered round the foot of the hil] 
full of delicious water, brawling sportively with the 
stones which formed its bed ; and by the side thereof, 
every here and there an open space appeared, as if left 
by the taste of some skilful planter, either for \vander- 
ers through that enchanted scene to pause Upon and 
gaze on the cool wave, or for the gay and happy to 
meet in and prolong the hours with feast and revelry. 

At either end of the wood, nearly a mile apart from 
each other, the one being situated halfway up the 
slope, the other at it^ hase, were two villages, which, 
though not remote from Rome, had, from various acci- 
dental circmnstances, maintained in all ages much less 
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commtmication than might have been expected with 
the great city, and which preserved with peculiar tena- 
city those old manners and customs which the secluded 
and the rustic adhere to with such fond affection. la 
vain had the customs of the city changed — the villagers 
of Pincianus changed not with Rome. In vain had 
empire succeeded republic, and effeminacy and luxury 
flowed in with demoraUzing power — ^the villagers re- 
tained their old simpUcity, and, when they carried their 
produce to the town, but shrugged their shoulders at 
the strange and women^like men that they beheld. In 
vain even had the emperors put down by severe laws 
the poetical reh^on of their forefathers, and established 
a purer faith in its place — the villagers still loved their 
old deities and served their old godi. Even more, they 
resisted the words of truth when the ministers of truth 
visited them in person ; and driving forth from among 
them the preachers of the Gospel, they returned to their 
old rites with persevering zeal. 

Severe and more severe measures had been employed 
to put down paganism. Temples had been changed 
into churches ; altars had been overthrown ; the blood 
of the priest had been minted with the blood of the 
victim, and the lives of the worshippers had been taken 
in the very act of sacrifice : but st)ll the villagers ad- 
hered to their old faith, and through nearly a hundred 
years of persecution and suffering had retained, either 
openly .or secretly, their reverence for the things their 
fathers had revered before them. 

A season of comparative tranquillity had succeeded ; 
and though the persecution of the idolaters had been 
cruel and virulent during the first years of the reigns of 
Theodosius and Valentinian, yet for the last lustre this 
rigour had been relaxed; and though still obliged to 
conceal, as far as possible, the rites and ceremonies 
which they practised, those who persevered in heathen- 
ism had suffered no very severe inflictions. 

It was in one of those open spots, by the side of the 
stream which we have already described, that on a 
bright May day were assembled a multitude of people, 
clothed in white garments, and met together, apparent- 
ly, for the purpose of offering sacrifice. The turf, out 
of which no tree grew, covered a space of nearly a 
hundred yards in diameter ; but over a great part there* 
of hung the wide-spreading branches of the large oaks 

H9 
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around, giving shade to the sylyan amphitheatre thtra 
formed on the banks of the little river. The waters 
flowed on clear and sparkling ; the murmurs of a dis- 
tant fall filled tlie air with music ; bright sunshine was 
pouring over all the scene and dancing through the 
leaves upon the turf below ; flowers crowned the head^ 
of all the assembly, and gemmed the verdant caipet on 
which they trod. Everything was smiling and beautiful ; 
and, if the mind could be divested of the remembrance 
of the dark and sinful object for which the idolaters 
met, the whole scene had in it something so graceful, 
80 poetical, so exciting, that one might well gaze witl^ 
raised enthusiasm, even if one took no part in the rite; 
which was about to be performed. 

With such feelings stood Amnnian Flavins, a little 
apart from the rest, leaning against one of the trees, a| 
a little distance from which two servants held his horse. 
Four years had now passed since the period which the 
reader first beheld him ; and while Theodore had ex- 

J>anded into a handsome and powerful man, Ammian, 
rOm the wild and beautiful boy which we at first por- 
trayed, had grown up into a tall, graceful, manly youth. 
His fine fieatures, his noble air, and his symmetrical 
form, might well attract attention ; and many were the 
eyes that turned upon him among those who met to 
■offer on that day a sacrifice to their false deity. They 

Jjazed, however, without any mingling of apprehension ; 
or it was not uncommon for some of the wild youths 
of the great city to steal out in secret to behold those 
lites to which their concealment gave an additional 
charm. 

The day had waned considerably, and the sun wa3 
approaching the west. The Ashmen of .Tupiter, as he 
called himself, though the office had been long abol- 
ished, stood in his purple robe beside a small altar 
raised in the midst, and strewed with flowers, and a 
number of gay laughing boys led along, with sportive 
glee, a milk-white bull, its neck wreathed with garlands, 
and its broad brow crowned with flowers. Long nur- 
tured for the purpose of the sacrifice, and rendered fa- 
miliar with the hands of men, which had never yet 
been raised against it with violence, the noble beast, 
unconscious of its coming fate, walked calmly in the 
midst, suffering itself to be led up to the altar with an 
UQtightened rope. Beside the priest stood the cultra- 
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rius, leaning on his axe, and all pressed near to behold 
the ceremony of immolation. 

The invocation and the prayer had been pronounced ; 
and the cultrarius, turning to the pfiest, oemanded in 
the accustomed form, " Shall I do it ?" 

>*Po jit!" replied the priest, and swinging the axe 
above his head^ the stout peasant who performed that 
office laid the monarch of the herd, ait a single blow, 
fdead at the foot of the altar. The priest was hastening 
to apply the knife, when Ammian, hurrying forward, ex- 
plaimed, *' I hear coming horses, my friends, be upon 
jrour guard." 

All looked up and listened, and some thought that 
%\\ey also heard the sounds; but if it was so, those 
90und9 ceas^d alpnost instantly, and thp ceremony pro- 
ceeded, while Ammian, with his colour slightly raised 
at the mistake he appeared to have made, retired again 
to the tree by which he had formerly stood, and con- 
tinued to gaze upon the proceedings of the rest. 

Before many minutes were over, however, a troop of 
Roman horsemen appeared on the other side of the 
stream ; dashed through its shallow waters ; and with 
their spears and swords carried slaughter and confu- 
sion among the heathen worshippers. The priest was 
^t once struck down ; but the cultrarius defended him- 
self with his axe for some time, and was at length slain 
^y a javelin thrown from some distance. Resistance 
was also made by several others, who had arms con- 
cealed upon their persons ; and if the whole body had 
taken the same precaution, they might In all probability 
have resisted successfully the force sent against them, 
which did not consist of more than fifty or sixty men. 

In the midst of the strife, five of the soldiers, leaving 
the others to pursue their attack upon the heathen, cut 
straight across and surrounded Ammian; who, seeing 
that no words were spoken, but death inflicted indis- 
crirtiinately upon every one, drew his sword, and deter- 
mined to sell his life dearly. He was overpowered, 
however, before he could offer any effectual resistance, 
by one of the Romans springing from behind the tree 
and clinging to his right arm. In another moment he 
found himself tied with cords, and dragged away into 
the midst of the confusion, where the soldiers were 
still, with merciless activity, slaughtering the unhappy 
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^wretches whom they had detected in celebrating the 
forbidden rites. 

Without presenring any order themselves, the troop- 
ers pursued wherever they saw a victim to strike ; and 
the villagers, taking advantage of the trees, in many in* 
stances kept their cruel persecutors at bay for some 
time ; while the shifting of the horses here and there ; 
the rushing of the crowd of victims, now driven into a 
body together, now scattering wide to avoid their pur- 
suers ; the efforts of resistance ; the gestures of suppli- 
cation; the shrieks of the women and chUdi^en; the 
groans of the dying, formed altogether a scene of agony 
and horror such as the eyes of Ammian had never be- 
fore beheld. 

In the midst of it all, however, he suddenly perceived 
a horseman clothed in the wild arms of the barbarians 
mingling with the Roman soldiers. Another and anoth* 
er appeared as if by magic, urging their swift horse$ 
through the trees on aU sides. The Romans, accus- 
tomed to see the barbarians in the emperor^s service, 
seemed to look upon all, except the villagers, as their 
friends, and took no notice of those who appeared 
among them, till the number became formidable — > 
equalled — surpassed their own; ^uid then he who ap- 

S eared to be the commander of the imperial troop sud- 
enly drew up his horse and gazed upon the strangers. 

" The barbarian is striking a Roman,'' he exclaimed, 
"What is the pneaning of this? Fellow, art thoi; 
mad ?" 

The only answer which he received from the man tQ 
whom he shouted forth those hurried questions was a 
Javelin cast by an unerring hand, which smote him be- 
tween the eyes, and cast lum lifeless beneath the horse's 
feet. 

All was now confusion tenfold confused. The well- 
armed barbarians, hand to hand and man to man, drove 
back the Roman soldiers. The villagers, mad Mrith 
rage against their oppressors, and inspired with hope by 
the unexpected aid they had received, became in turn 
the assailants, and following the Huns among their re- 
treating adversaries, armed with the knives which they 
bore upon their own persons, or the swords which they 
caught up from the dead or dying, cut the sinews of the 
{Ionian horses, or gave the stroke of death to any one 
whQ fj3ll wpunded from his pharger. 
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For a short timo the imperial troops resisted ; but they 
were soon driven across the stream into the open coun- 
try. Ammian, wliom they had ^aced on his horse, was 
led along with them, his arnis tied as they were behind 
him, and unable to resist. But at length the rout of 
the Romans became complete, and they fled precipitate* 
ly towards the city ; while a small body of the Huns, 
urg[ing their horses into double speed, dashed with a 
furious charge into the midst of the fugitives ; reached 
the point where Ammian was borne along, slew the 
man who led his horse, and, seizing his bridle-rein, hur- 
ried him away in the apposite direction, leaving the 
Romans to pursue their flight without further interrup- 
tion. 

So rapidly did the barbarians urge their horses on, 
that Ammian had neither time nor breath to ask any 
questions. Only once they paused, as, pursuing their- 
course at full speed, they took their way towanis the 
ancient Umbria ; and that was when they perceived that 
the adverse force, recovered from its terror, had de- 
tached a small body to watch their motions. Then, 
wheehng so suddenly upon it that retreat was impossi- 
ble, they left not one of its number to bear back the 
tidings which it had been sent to obtain. Soon after, 
the sun set, and with a short twilight night came on. 
The star of evening, however, shone fair oyer the whole 
world, and light sufficient lingered in the skies to show 
a small lake spreading out across their path. At the 
spot where the road, taking a direction on either side 
of the lake, divided into two, stood a barbarian dressed 
and arraed like the rest, and apparently waiting for 
them. A few eager and quick words were spoken in a 
tongue which Ammian did not understand; but he 
gue>8ed, by seeing the man point down to one side of 
the lake with his spear, and by various other gesticula- 
tions nsed on both sidj&s, that he was directing the Huns 
tp some body of their comrades ; and he ventured to ask 
whither they were about to carry him. 

" Fear not," answered the man who led his horse, in 
very ^ood Latin, while another took ^vantage of the 
pause to cut the cords that bound his hands — '* fear not, 
you are with friend^, and you are saved from death : 
we bear you to a place of safety, where you will hear 
more." 

Thus saying, he took the road to which the other 
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man had pointed, and ^loped on at the same quick 
pace as before. Tha moon was now rising over the 
neighbouring hills ; and at the distance of about a mile 
they came to a number of tents, pitched in a meadow by 
the bank of the lake. Several large flat boats were gath- 
ered together along the shore, and eight or nine armed 
men were watching on the verge of the lake ; while 
round two or three fires, lighted at a short distance from 
the tents, were seen a multitude of barbarians reveUing 
as usual over their evening meal. 

The sound of the coming horses had no effect upon 
the Huns ; but seemed to call the attention of the per- 
sons, whosoever they were, within the tents ; for the 
hangings of two of them were pushed back as Ammi- 
an and his conductors approached, and several people in 
the garb of Romans came forth. By the moonlight the 
youth could not distinguish their features, but there was 
more than one woman of the party ; and as he sprang 
from his horse with feelings of joy mingled with doubt, 
he was clasped to the bosom of his mother, Flavia, 
^d then pressed in the arms of Theodore. Eudochia, 
Ildica, too, were there ; and in a few brief words he 
related to them all that had happened to him. At length, 
shading his eyes from the light, he was led into the tent, 
and found the whole of Flavians household assembled 
as it had left Dalmatia, with the exception of those 
whom the stern monarch of the grave had taken as his 
allotted tribute during four years of wandering. 

'' What is all this ? how is all this ?" exclaimed the 
youth, gazing round : " are we about once n^ore to try 
our fortunes on the wide world 1" 

" Even so, AnaRni^n/^ answered Theodore ; ^* cirpum-» 
stances con)pel us to it, pven when we fancied we were 
united once more, to dwell in p^ce together for the 
rest of our days.*' 

" Well, I care not," cried Ammian : " one land is the 
same to me as another ; and wherever liberty is, we 
may find or found a Rome for ourselves. But hearken, 
Theodore ! Listen to me, my dear brother ! In all our 
past wanderings some one of us has been separated 
from those who were as dear to his heart as a part of 
itself. There wants some magic liuk between us to 
bind us all together ; so that, wherever we go, vf^ may, 
as slaves to our affections, be chained inseparably to 
one another. I have a bond to propose, Theodore, 
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whichj though it be formed of flowers, will yet proye as 
strong as adamant. You are to be united to my sister 
by the dearest ties ; why should I not be united to vours 
by the same. Thus shall we become all, indeed, one 
family. What say you, my beloved Eudochial But 
you have said already, dear one," he added, casting his 
arms round her, ** and it is needless to ask you. Theo^ 
dore, Eudochia is mine— my promised bride ! What say 
you, ray brother ?" 

" Nothing in opposition, Ammiauj" answered Theo- 
dore, with a smile ; ** nothing, but that you are very 
young, and somewhat wild, my brother T' 

''Out upon such buts!'' cried Ammian, laughing. 
" I am youiig ; but people would laugh at me more if I 
married when I was old. Youth is the time of love, 
and Cupid should surely be the only god that leads us 
to his brother. As to my wildness, 1 own it has been 
80 ; but it is past. To-day^ for the first time, I felt it, 
and regretted it, and whatsoever I regret the possession 
oU I cast away, from that minute. When the imperial 
soldiers burst upon my poor friends with their white 
bull, and seized upon me myself, slaying all around me, 

" I thought of Eudochia, Theodore; I felt I had done 
wrong; I regretted my wild thoughtlessness; and re- 

. solvedj if Heaven spared me, never more so to offend 
againi I thought of Eudochia, Theodore ; that thought 
cured me of my wildness, and will be my safeguard 
against the same disease again." 

" Weil may it be so, my son," replied Flavia ; " and 
when you know all that has befallen to this dear girl 
since you left us this morning, you will still more deep^ 
ly feel the evil of such heedlessness ; you will guard 
your bosom still more strongly against its recurrence.^ 
" What has happened ?" cried Ammian, his lustrous 
eyes flashing with eagerness — "what has happened? 
— Yalentinian \ Ah j I know it all ! I saw him gaze, and 
sigh, and pass us ten times on the course the other day. 
What has happened, my mother ? Tell me ! tell me !" 

\ " i win," answered Flavia ; but Eudochia clung to heij 
exclaiming, " Not now ! not now, my mother ! Oh, 
not now! Oh, then I will go away!" and hiding her 
blushing face upon Udica's bosom, she hurried away 
with her into another tent. 

All was then told to Ammian of Eudochia's danger 
and her rescue, and deep and sad seemed to grow nid 
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feelings as he listened. '* Fool that I was id leave her i 

irdol.that I was to suffer myself to be seduced to behold 
hat idiot sacrifice ! for seduced thereunto I was, doubt* 
less, by the al^e^ts of that imperial villain. . Why did you 

got slay him, Theodore ? 1 would have slain him where 
e stood." 

" And so would I," replied Theodore, " if h6 had com- 
liiitted the crime he intended. He should have died 
that moment had my own death followed the next ; but 
Eudochia was saved; and I had still hopes of being 
nbld to remain in Home. \¥hen I returned to the 
Aventlriej however, I heard enoi^ to make me resolved 
6n dyihg. I foundj too', that the Hiins who had accom- 
flanied nje from Dacia bore the commands of Attila id 
all their fellow-countrymen in the service of Valentin- 
ian to return instantly to their native land. I had nearly 
a hundred with me, several thousands more are at Rome 
and Ravenna ; and I found thatt I could retreat from the' 
ivrath of the tyrant withdut his poWer being sufficient 
Id preirent nie. As we came hither, we saw a smalt 
tloay of horse ffo out from the gates towards Pincianus,* 
where we had heard you were ; and, fearing some daii^ 

I^er, instead of merely sending a messenger to bid you 
oin us, I sent a sufficient body of my followers to de- 
fend you in case of need. TDieir leader, who has been 
faithful to me for four long years, pledged his own life 
to bring you to nfe in Safety ; and here at length yovi 
d,re, though I hear with pain that Roman blood has 
Deen shed. Doubtless we shall be pursued ; but every 
hour fresh parties of the Huns are coming hither to a<;- 
<;ompany us, and ere to-morrow morning we Shall be 
too strong for Yalentiniari to effect aught against us. 
However, Heaven forbid that the time should cpme 
^hen 1 may have to draw the sword against my fellow- 
c6untr3rmen even in my own defence ; and to avoid it, 
inre will cross the lake an hour before daylight to-mor- 
tow morning, then on through the mountains to rejoin 
Attila, who has ever befriended me, and will^ I doubt 
noti befriend m6 still." 
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CHAPTER Xt 

TBE tTNEXPECTED MEETIlfO. 

In a motintain pass a little to the westward of tho 
spot where now stands the small town of Bassano, 
among the first shoots of the Rhsetian Alps, travelled 
onwara the family of wanderers, whose various course 
we have traced from the beginning of this tale, as, com- 
pelled by circumstances, and dogged by misfortune, 
they were driven from land to land. 

They were no longer^ however, alone and undefend* 
ed amid all the strife and danger of those perilouis 
times : for the small body of Huns which had guarded 
Theodore in his journey to the imperial city had formed 
s nacleus, round which the Hunnish auxiliaries in the 
neighbourhood of Rome had gathered^ as he retrod his 
steps towards Pannoniq. ; and a litUe army of barbarians 
now accompanied him on the way. Those who had 
been attached to him from his first arrival in the Hun^ 
Bfsh territory had not failed to magnify his deeds and 
reputation to every detached troop who joined themu 
The favour in which he ^tood with Attila was told and 
commented on ; and his power and influence, as well 
as his courage, skiH, and conduct, were so highly repre- 
sented, that each party tacitly submitted to his author- 
ity; and in aQ great uiings, such as the direction and 
general regulation of their march, suffered the young 
Roman to retain the command of the whole force, as 
well 89 of his own particular fo!fowerSr 

He was thus enabled to save the country through 
which he passed from pillage ; and though two or three 
times reports reached him of bodies of the imperial 
troops foHOwing his path; and even rumours of iEtius 
having returned, and being on his march across the fertile 
plains of Lombardy with a powerful army met his ear, 
he was happily enabled to reach the foot of the Alps 
without havmg recourse to one act of violence against 
anvRoman citizen whatsoever. 

The spot where they now halted for the day was by 
the banks of one of those small lakes, whereof so nuuiy 
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fertilize and beautify the lower passes of the Alpd. Oil 
every side around rose up the mighty mountains ; and 
over their wooded sides the clear masses of light and 
shade flew swift as the soft large clouds were borne by 
the quick wind throti^h the lustroUs summer's sky. li 
was evening time ; and in all the thickets round about 
the nightingales — sweet untaught choristers, in whose 
tuneful art no time nor cultivation can improve a tone 
(yt sweeten a single note — were chanting their thrilfing 
atithem to the God of nature. In the clear mirror at 
the laike, deep down appeared the inverted mountains, 
with the softened sky beyond, and every quick change 
of light and shade. 

It was a lovely scene ; and though the hearts of The- 
odore and Udica had now become sadly learned in the 
lessons of frequent disappointment, yet that spot recalled 
their sweet refuge on the other side of those dark Alp^, 
where, amid the friendly Alans, they had enjoyed some 
briefj but never to be forgotteui hours of unalloyed de- 
light. It recalled that place Of refuge, and the hopes 
which they there had felt ; and though those hopes had 
again been disappointed, they blossomed anew, different^/ 
yet the same ; changed a little inform and arrangement; 
but not less beautiful, not less sweet — ^flowers of another 
spring, but of the same kindj froiA the same stem, frpm 
the same eairth. 

Th^y had pitched their tents in a situation which re- 
called their former resting-place the more strongly, as 
it was upon a projecting point a short way up the hill. 
Below them lay the encampment of their Hunnish fol- 
lowers, and aroUnd them the domestic servants of their 
house; and as they sat there, and wisely encouraged 
once more the happy feehngs that were willing to re- 
turn, Theodore ui^ed that, as they were now once more 
in safety, Ildica might give him her band, whenever 
tiiey could meet with a minister of religion to sanctify 
their union.- Ildica said not one word against it ; and 
as, with a slight blush and downcast eye she gave no 
unwilling consent, Theodore thought her far more lovely 
than ever, although a shade of melancholy, gathered from 
frequent disappointment, anxiety, and grief, hung over 
her as if it had been a veil, seldom, if ever, raised en- 
tirely, even in her happiest moments. That shade of 
melancholy also was somewhat darker now, inasmuch 
as her fair and beloved mother had shown signs of fail» 
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ing strength under the long and w^ary journey which 
they had just been compelled to take. Theodore hoped 
that the day's repose ^hich they were now enjoying in 
that calm scene might sufficiently restore Flavia to pro- 
ceed with comfort; but lldica clearly saw that her 
mother could bear no great fatigue; and from some 
casual words which had fallen from her parent's lips, 
she had gathered that it was her intention, as soon as 
the double union of her children with those of Paulinus 
had taken place, to retire for ever from the busy world, 
and pass her remaining days in one of those places of 
seclusion which were at that time to be found in almost 
every part of the world. lldica could not contemplate 
such a separation without x)ain ; and though she shrunk 
not from her union with one whom she loved so deeply 
and intensely, yet she feared the parting with her mother, 
whom she had loved so long, and who loved her so ten- 
derly. 

Upon the brow of the promontory, Theodore and ll- 
dica sat and gazed, and thought over the future, with 
sweet hopes and dark apprehensions crossing the ex- 
panse of thought, like the sunshine and the shade that 
flitted across the mountains before their eyes ; and ever 
and anon they spoke over many things, with that unre- 
served confidence which is one of the sweetest drops in 
the ambrosial cup of love. Since they had last met, 
the tone of Ildica's mind had undergone some alteration. 
It had become deeper, more intense, more enthusiastic. 
In everything that engaged hei^-rthough there might be 
fewer things that did so — she took a profounder interest ; 
and, whether it was her love for Theodore, her devotion 
to the bright faith in which she had been reared, her 
love for her mother, or any other thing in which her 
heart was concerned, there was a depth, a strength, an 
energetic eagerness in her yvhole feelings which raised 
and ennobled her still more than ever in the eyes of her 
lover. 

They sat and gazed. Wide spread over the valley 
below, and up the sides^of the hill, even higher than 
themselves, might be seen various parties of the 
Huns, seeking forage for their horses, or food for 
themselves; and as the eye of Theodore was turned 
towards the entrance of the valley, where mountain 
falling over mountain seemed to close up the pass, 
be thought he saw a considerable degree of bustle and 
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movement in a body of about thirty or forty of the b«r«> 
bariaiis, whom he had marked winding down in that di» 
tection by the banks of a small stream that entered 
(he lake hard by. It subsided in a few minutes, how* 
ever, and he took no further notice, pursuing his con* 
versation with Ildica, and looking on well pleased, 
while the Huns, in a spot void of other inhabitants, en* 
gaged themselves in a thousand peaceful occupations, 
as if they never sought for strife or dipped their hands 
in blood. 

Half an hour more had elapsed, or perhaps scarcely 
80 much, and Theodore and Ildica were deep in the bu* 
fiiness of their own hearts, when suddenly a step sounded 
among the tenu behind them, which — wherefore he 
knew not — made Theodore start and turn round. 

What was his astonishment when, not a spear's 
length from him, he beheld Attila himself,* who, ad- 
vancing with a slow step, looked upon the voung Ro* 
man with a smile as distinct as ever crossed his stern, 
fixed countenance. The next moment, however, the 
glance of the barbarian monarch turned upon Ildica; 
and the light of suddenly-excited admiration shone forth 
from his eyes. It was but momentary, however, and, 
addressing himself kindly to Theodore, he said, "So, 
my son, thou hast left the bright court of Yalentinian 
to come back to the barbarian. Thou art welcome; 
for I may chance to have much need of thee ; and thou 
Shalt find, as thou hast found, higher honours and a 
kinder monarch in the laud of the stranger than in thine 
own." 

Thus saying, he sat himself familiarly down upon the 
bank between Theodore and Ildica. She, however, 
rose, and was about to retire into the tent ; but he 
stopped her, gently saying, " Do not depart ! Fear me 
not, fair one ; I will not injure thee. Who is this, my 

* The march of the armies of Attila in all his expeditions is very 
doubtfully displayed by ancient historians ; but that in his advance 
into italy he took and sacked the city of Augusta Vindelicorum. or 
Augsburg, is clear, previous to the capture of Aauileia, and therefore 
that he must have traversed some part of the Julian or Rhetian Alps 
is equally certain. Anjr one who casts his eye upon the map wiJl 
see that his direct way into Italy, from Vindelicia, was by the passes 
of the Tyrol ; and any one who is acquainted with the nature of the 
country will, if ha take into consideration that the army of Actils 
Cfmsisted entirely of cavalry, conclude that the Brenner was the pass 
by which he conducted his myriads tow»rdf the plains of Lombird^. 
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son t^ be oontinued, addressing Theodore — ^* is this thy 
sister 1" 

" Not so, oh king !'' answered Theodore, who had al- 
i^ays found it best to speak to Attila the straightfor* 
ward truth, without the slightest disguise or conceal- 
ment. ** Not so : she is my promised bride, and in a 
few days will be my wife." 

« 'Tis well !" said Attila ; ** 'tis well ! She is beauti- 
ful, and doubtless good. I will witness thy nuptials, 
and give thee the bridal present ; for I hear, from those 
whom I met but now at the end of the valley, that thou 
needest a protector, and one shalt thou find in Attila.'* 

Ildica still stood lingering, as if anxious to retire ; 
and the monarch of the Huns perceiving her embarrass- 
ment, added suddenly, **Well, hie thee in, then, fair 
one ; thou fearest the barbarian king ; but Attila can be 
gentle to those he loves. I will pass this day with 
thee, my son; and this timid girl shall see that he 
whom she has been taught to look upon as a cruel ty« 
rant, can sit him down as peacefully to a calm and 
humble board as the most polished and effeminate Ro- 
man of them all can cast himself on his couch to gorge 
upon a thousand dishes. Hie thee in, fair one ; I will 
speak with thy lover alone." 

Ildica obeyed ; and after she was gone Attila remained 
for several moments in a deep fit of thought. Then, 
raising his head, he turned to some of his attendants 
who stood near, saying, " Get ye gone, and bring up 
hither the roe deer that the men took in the forest as 
we came along, with what fish ye can find in the stream. 
Here will I take my evening meal. Get ye gone, all of 
you." 

The attendants departed as they were bid ; and Attila 
again fell into a ^ep fit of thought, after which he 
turned t;o Theodore, and said, abruptly, " I am glad thou 
hast come back. This Yalentiman, this woman-em- 
peror, is insolent, and must be punished ; and I am well 
pleased that thou dwellest not among those who will 
soon feel the sword of Attila. Knowest thou what has 
happened in the East ?" 

" I heard as I went to Rome,^' said Theodore, " that 
the base murderer of my father, Theodosius, is no more ; 
but I have heard no further tidings, and only guess that 
ihe empire has fallen to his sister, Pulcheria.''^ 
' "* And that Pulcheria has taken unto t^erself a hus: 
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band,^^ added Attila, " on whom she has conferred the 
rule of the land. We hear that he is a brave man and 
a wise man. If he be wise he will pay our tribute, or 
he will have to do with a braver than himself." 



ii 



Doubtless he will pay it," replied Theodore, with 
a sigh. *'Hast thou sent to demand it, oh mighty 
king!" 

*' I have," answered Attila. '* For if it be not paid 
after conquering Rome, I march to Constantinople. But 
doubtless he will pay it." 

"Is this new monarches name known?" demanded 
Theodore : " I know most of those who were in favour 
at the court of the East ; but I know none on whom 
Pulcheria was likely to shower such gifts." 

^His rise has been sudden," answered Attila. *'H6 
had gained some renown as a soldier, and was a military 
tribune ; but enjoyed no great favour with the empty 
Theodosius : his name is Marcian." 

'' Marcian !" exclaimed Theodore, with joy sparkling 
from his eyes : ** he was the dearest friend of my dead 
father, and since my father^s death has been equally the 
dear and considerate friend of his friend's children. He 
is, indeed, great as a warrior — ^noble and wise as a 
man." 

Attila'sl}row grew dark, as if he loved not to hear such 
praises of the Eastern emperor. 

" Think you," he demanded, harshly, " that he will 
pay the tribute? Think you that he will 3deld obedi- 
ence to our commands ?" 

"I think," replied Theodore, firmly, "that he will 

r'eld to no demand urged in a haughty tone. Were 
the greatest monarch on all the earth, I would rather 
have Marcian for my friend than for my enemy." 

" Ha !" cried Attila : " he had better set his naked 
foot upon an asp than cross my path of victory. Ha ! 
what sayest thou? will he dare to raise himself up 
against Attila ?" 

"Perchance not, oh great king," replied Theodore, 
"perchance not; but it will depend upon Attila's de- 
meanour towards him. Marcian is no Theodosius. 
Bred in arms from his youth upward, his birthplace was 
the battle-field ; the camp his cradle ; war and strife the 
sport of his youth ; command the employment of his 
manhood. He is no silken reposer on soft couches, but 
a'hardy soldier, for whom the peXaoe will scarcely af* 



t(ni a pillow hmrd enoag^h to prop his head. If Attila 
entreat him fairly, Marcian is one to reverence and to 
love the hiffh Qualities of that mighty monarch, and to 
grant him the iriendship that one great man is fond to 
leel towards another ; bat if Attila declares himself the 
enemy, and seeks to become the master of tl^ empe- 
ror, Marcian will draw the sword, and it will never be 
sheathed till one or the other lie in the cold grave. Oh 
Attila, you have never yet met Mdth Marcian. Better* 
oh king, better far to lasLve him for your friend than for 
your enemy!" 

Attila-rolied his dark eyes fiercely as Theodore spoke ; 
but for some minutes he answered not, and then, grad- 
ually resuming his stern calmness, he said, '* We shall 
see ! We shall see 1 I seek not to wrong him — ^but 
we Shan see ! So this Macian was your father's friend ; 
and you know and love him yourself!'' 

^*I do, oh Attila!" answered Theodore, " and I have 
cause. After my father's death, Marcian sought out, 
protected, befriended me ; enabled me and mine to pur- 
sue our flight in safety, and risked even the emperor's 
wraUi in order to favour our escape. I love him dear- 
ly, and he, for ray father's sake, loves me. He is one 
of those men who, like thyself, oh king, are hard and 
firm as some fine gem, which nothing but a gem will 
cut ; but upon which, the lines once engraved no power 
will afterward remove; and there they last, as clear 
and definite under the wearing power of time as if no- 
thing but a soft stream passed over them. My father's 
love will never be forgot." 

" The tribune might remember," said Attila, " what 
the emperor may forget." 

" Not so, oh king !" answered Theodore : " Marcian 
changes not. llie same was he as a common soldier 
in the Roman ranks, as when a tribune, possessed of 
vast power. When in the lowest military station in 
the state, his eonduct, his manners, his mind, showed 
him worthy of the highest ; and when midway to power 
and dignity, unlike the changeful herd of ordinary men, 
authority sat as lightly on him as obedience. What he 
was as a soldier he was as a tribune, and will be as an 
emperor. Though not born in that high station, he 
was bom for it ; and not only his virtues and his talents, 
but many another more marvellous indication showed 
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that one day God would place in his hand the destiniop 
of the Roman people.'' 

" Indeed !^' cried Attila, fixing his eye i]pon.the y^ung: 
Roman with a greater expression of sui^rise than he 
ever manifested on any ordinary occasion. " Indeed ! 
What were these portents T' 

"They have been many, as I have heard," replied 
Theodore. ^^ Espapes from danger almost miraculous ; 
and twice, when sleeping in the open field, an eagle 
has been seen to hover oyer his h^ad, and shade lun) 
from the scorching sun. These I report but on hear- 
say. Once, however, I can speak myself to an event 
of the same kind. After a great earthquake, some four 
years ago, he was coming from Salona to Aspalathos, 
and was met by us upon the road. He pitched his tent 
where we encountered him ; and while we were still 
with him, an eagle, which had followed his troop all 
day, came do\vn and rested on the tent-pole." 

Attila started up and seemed troubled. "This i§ 
very strange," he said ; " you were present yourself?" 

" I was," answered Theodore. " There is no more 
doubt of it than that I stand here." 

'^ An eagle 1" exclaimed the monarch : " so wild and 
fierce a bird to alight and rest amid a troop of men !" 

"It is strange, indeed, oh king!" said Theodore, 
" most strange, but no less true ; and its very strange- 
ness made sdl men but himself beliere that it was an 
indication of some future greatness." 

Attila replied not, but remained several minutes with 
his eyes bent upon the ground; and then, starting 
somewhat abruptly, he exclaimed, "Let us into thy 
tents, my son ; I will eat with thee and drink witl^ 
thee this night; and then leave thee t|U to-morrow, 
when thou shalt go back with me to Tridentum. There 
my own ambassadors and tho«9 of Marcian come to 
seek me; and as I will not ask thee to bear arms 
against thy country, instead pf taking thee with me to 
sweep away Valcntinian and tread upon Rome, I will 
send thee to this noble monarch of the East. Thou mayst 
do more with him, perchance, than a mere stranger." 

The heart of Theodore beat high, for he saw before 
him a prospect of better things and happier days. The 
hope of a journey to Constantinople, where he might 
place Ildica, and all who were dear to him. under the 
generous protection of Marcian, was in no slight degree 
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J03rfu], and he at length beheld, or imagined that he be- 
held, a cei;tain and permanent refuge for the future, and 
a haf^y termination to all his wanderings. Gladly, then, 
did he express his willingness to accept the office which 
Attila propoised to confer upon him ; and though there 
was something dark, and even gloomy, in the counte- 
nance of the kmg as he followed the young Roman into 
his tent, yet the eyes of Theodore were lighted up with 
joy and satisfaction, which spread itself to all around. 

He found no opportunity of relating what had hap- 
pened, or of explaining the hopes and prospects which 
had cheered his breast, yet Ildica saw sufficient in the 
glad smile of Theodore's lip to feel sure that some new 
source of joy had been opened out for them all. At 
heart, indeed, she was anxious for her mother, who, ill 
at ease, and reposing in another tent, entered not that 
in which the kmg partook of the evening meal with her 
children; but still the demeanour of the monarch him- 
self, and the satisfaction which he saw upon the coun- 
tenance of Theodore, banished the darker apprehensions 
which had mingled with her former hopea. 

The dark monarch of the Huns, retaining all his sira- 
pie habits, drinking from the cup of horn, and served 
on no richer materials than wood, unbent in the tent of 
the young Roman, as far as his own stern nature would 
suffer him to do, from the rigid gravity of his usual de- 
meanour. He spoke kindly and gently to Theodore 
and Uie rest, whom he made sit around him, and from 
time to time his lip almost relaxed into a smile at ths 
wild, light spint of Ammiaa, which would have way, 
notwithstanaing the overawing presence of that mighty 
and terrible man. On Eudochia he gazed as on a beau- 
tiful child ;' and though he but seldom turned his eyes 
towards Ildiea, yet when he did so there was in them 
an expressioi^ which showed that her exquisite beauty, 
however graeeful and refined, was appreciated by the 
barbarian monarch as much as it could have been by 
the most delicate sculptor of ancient Greece. Theo- 
dore, however, felt no alarm ; and as soon as Attila had 
mounted his horse and departed for his own camp, 
which was at the distance of but a few miles, the young 
Roman hastened to communicate to Ildica and her 
mother his hopes and wishes. He told them the pros- 
pect of his being sent on a mission to Marcian ; and he 
basovght her he loved to give him her hand, and to go 



106 ATTZLA. 

with him as his bride to the city of Constantine. Fla? 
via's countenance lighted up with joy at the thought, 
and Ildica said not nay. Again the time of their union 
was named, with but an intervening day, and Theodore 
lay down to rest with as much happiness a9 }ipp^ ca^ 
pour into the human breast. 



CHAPTER XII, 

THE PURPOSE OF INJUSTICE. 

It was in a vast hall in the ancient city pf Tridentun^t 
hanging over the Adige, where, rushing through the 
mighty rocks of the Rhsetian Alps, that river pours on 
to fertilize the plains of Lombardy, that Attila stood 
alone, on the evening of the day following his meeting 
with Theodore. He had sent on messengers to demana 
the peaceful surrender of the city ; and he had promised, 
in simple but direct terms, that if no resistance were 
shown, no violence should be offered. The citizens, 
without any means of defence, gladly embraced the 
chance of safety ; and Attila, entering with a few thou- 
sand men, occupied the public places and buildings; 
while the innumerable army that followed him lay en- 
camped upon the mighty hills that sweep up round about 
the town, and the trembhng inhabitants, shut up in their 
houses, waited in terrified expectation, hoping that the 
monarch's promise might be kept, but fearing lest it 
should be broken. 

Attila stood alone ; and little could he have brooked 
that any eye should behold the unwonted amotions that 
then shook his firm unbending naturf^. To all his host 
it had become evident, indeed, th^t ^ince hi? encounter 
with i£tius a great change had come upon him ; that 
his mind had lost a portion of its mighty calmness ; that 
his strong passions had been gradually triumphing over 
the powerful intellect which had alone sufficed to rule 
them. But none had ever beheld him moved as he now 
was moved; and Attila himself, finding that he was 
shaken by the tempest within his breast as he ha4 
never before suffered himself to be, grew fierce at his 
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dWn weakness, and ad4ed to his own emotions, by hid 
^ery angbr at not being able to suppress them ; and yet 
those emotions were not displayed like the passions of 
ordinary men. 

He stbod in that hall alone, and remained for many 
minutes with his eyes bent sternly on the ground, while, 
over his harsh features passed a thousand shades of 
varying expression. But his form at first seemed calm ; 
and the only movemisnt perceptible through his whole 
frame was the clamping and the unclasping of his left 
hand u|)on the hilt of his massy sword. At length, 
however, he broke from thAt quiescent attitude, and 
strode quickly up and down the hall, then paused again, 
and once more gazed upon the marble pavement, en- 
riched by the beautiful art of ancient Rome with a 
thousand flowers and fruits smiling up out of the cold 
stone. 

But the eye of Attila saw not the rich mOi^aic over 
'iirhich it wandered ; and, after another deep, long pause; 
he exclaimed, *' Why should I not 1 Is he not my slave, 
my prisoner? Is not his Ufe and all he has mine own? 
That which I left to him upon sufferance, can I not re- 
sume when I will ? By all the gods I will do it ! He 
has had favours enough at my hands already. He may 
Well sacrifice something to gratify Attila !'' And again 
he fell ihtb a fit of musing, which was at length broken 
by the door of the hall being slowly opened, and One^ 
gisus, one of his most attached chieftains, entering with 
a cautious and apprehensive step. 

"So," said Attila, sp&dking to himself— " so— so I 
will do ii. I would not see his grief, nor hear his com- 
plaints — Ha ! Onegisus ! , What seekest thou V 

"Pardon me, mighty king!" replied the chieftain; 
" I come froin thy son EUac. He finds not food 
enough for hid troops upon the niOuntain, and he would 
fain force these dronish citizens to give up the stores 
they have concealed from us in their houses." 

" TTiou meanest he would fain plunder the city," re- 
plied Attila, sternly. " But it must not be : Attila has 
pledged his word. Tell hiiii to seek (br food in the 
▼alleys, or, if his troops be women, who cannot bear art 
evemng's hunger, let him lead them down into the plains 
beyond. There shall he find food enough ! Yet stay, 
Onegisus, I would speak with thee on another matter.-, 
Biiac was busy at mine ear Unlay with the beauty ef 



108 ATTILA. 

this maiden, this Roman girl, who, some peo]^ sayr 
is to be the bride of Theodore. Thinkest thou,'' he 
continued, putting on a tone of indiflference — *^ thinkest 
thou that EUac covets her for himself 1 That cannot 
be, you know, unless she herself be willing ;^ for I have 
promised protection both to him and her." 

*' Not so, oh mighty king !" replied Onegisusr casting 
down his eyes, and, to speak but truth, appearing pained 
«nd embarrassed — '* not so : EUac has but lately taken 
vnto himself a bride, as thou well knowest, and he seeks 
no other. He did but think that this maiden was too 
beautifid to be cast away upon a stranger. Perhaps he 
fancied that she were fair enough even to attract the 
love of such a king as Attila himself." 

" Vain talk !" cried Attila, sharply. " She is very 
beautiful, it is true — ^as fair, perhaps, as the eye of maa 
has ever seen— but Attila has other thoughts before 
him. Conquest! Victory! Onegisns, they shall be 
the brides of Attila. Bear EUac m^ message, and tellf 
Ardaric I woidd take counsel with him." 

Onegisus retired without reply, and Attila remained 
waiting the coming of Ardaric ; but the monarch hadr 
with the words he had spoken, resumed his habitual 
self-command : the sound of his own voice had recalled 
him to himself; and no trace of the varying passions 
which had lately agitated him could now be seen upon 
his countenance. 

But, alas ! Attila was not what Attila had been. The 
firm immoveable nature whicb^ he now assumed had 
then been really his own. He had formeriy been what 
he now appeared. A change, a sad change had come 
over him since he had fought without conquering. He 
felt fatien from that height of irresistible power which 
he had once possessed: he felt irritated at its lossf 
angry with himself for the very irritation thsaX he felt ; 
and obliged to have recourse to duplicity to conceal the 
change from himself and others. For that duplicity 
again he contemned himself, and gave way to many a 
wilder passion, which had formerly been controlled, in 
order to relieve his thoughts from irksome contempla- 
tion. He conquered almost all extemsd appearaneesr 
however; the victory of his internal enemy was wilhior 
With him it was like a sudden strife in a banquet hafl) 
where contention raged fiercely in scenes thathad once 
been calm» and where few signs betray ed Uy those iriibr 
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out that fttrjr and wrath struggled within those hallS) 
from the windows of which the lip:ht8 beamed cahnly^ 
except when a passing shadow, flitting rapidly across^ 
told of some violent movement, the nature of which 
could hardly be divined. 

Thus seating hhnself in an ivory chair that stood at 
the farrier side of the hall, he waited for his friend and 
counsellor with a calm countenance, plajring with the 
hiit of his sword) and apparently listening to the mur* 
murs of the river as it flowed by the building, and ga» 
King upon the changeful light and shade as it danced 
upon the blue masses of the oppoMte mountains. 

Ardaric, however, was not long ere he appeared ; but 
it was evident that there was some degree of embar- 
rassment upon jiis countenance. 

^ Hast thou seen this new ambassador, my friend V' 
demanded Attila as soon as he approcM^hed. ''Hast 
thou seen this ApoUonius V^ 

"I have, oh king!" replied Ardaric; but there he 
paused, and spoke no further. 

*' What said he then ?" exclaimed the monarch of the 
Huns, impatiently. '* Why art thou such a niggard of 
thy words, my friend 1 What answer g^ves Uie pup* 
pet on the Eastern throne unto our just demand f 
What savs he to our contract with Theodosius % Has 
he sent the tribute therein promised t" 

'* No tribute has he sent, oh Attila!'' replied the King 
of the Gepidffi, looking suddenly up, as if forced at 
length to tell unpleasant tidings, and resolved to teH 
them plainly. " No tribute has he sent, oh Attila ! and 
touching the contract he repUes, that it was only be- 
tween Attila and a monarch that is dead; and that 
Marcian is not Theodosius. Further, he declares that 
he will have no talk of tribute ; and he bids your own 
ambassador say, that Marcian has gold for his friends, 
but steel for his enemies." 

Attila had remained with his left hand resting on his 
sword ; but as he heaurd the bold reply of Marcian to his 
demands upon the Eastern empire, the long sinewy fin* 
gers clasped upon the hilt ; and though he uttered not 
a word, he drew the blade half out of its sheath in the 
zgony of suppressed rage, while his white teeth might 
be seen shut close together, as if to imprison in his own 
breast the angry thoughts that struffgled vehemently to 
burst forth. In the meanwhile Ardaric, who had now 

Vol. n.— -K 
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told the worst, and whose purpose was to sooth rather 
than to irritate the Hunnish sovereign, hastened to add 
what he thought might, in some degree, mitigate his 
wrath. " Nevertheless so, Attila," he said, " thon^ 
this man's words and actions are bold indeed, yet he is 
not without that reverence for the fame and might of 
Attila which all inferior kings must feel ; and this am- 
bassador, this Apollonius, is loaded with presents far 
more costly and splendid than ever were wmng from 
the weakness of Theodosius." 

Attila sprang up from his seat, and grasping firmly 
the arm of Ardaric, he gazed sternly in hus face, ex- 
claiming, *' Seek not to sooth me, Ardaric, seek not to 
restrain my wrath! It is vain! It is unnecessary! 
The conduct of Attila shall not be governed by rage! 
Indignation shall have no share therein ! Policy shall 
rule all : my conduct is determined ; has been long de- 
termined, Ardaric ; and thou shalt see that, provoked 
even to the utmost, Attila can play the lamb till the 
time be come for him to play the lion \ Slaves, ho !" he 
continued, raising his voice ; and instantly a number of 
attendants rushed into the room, among the first of 
whom was Zercon, the black jester of his dead brother 
Bleda. 

There was something in the sight that seemed to ir- 
ritate the king, 'and, fixing his flashing eyes upon the 
hump-backed Moor, he cried, "Who bid thee hither? 
What dost thou, listening to the king's private counsel ? 
Take him away ; take the foul, impotent lump away, 
and strike the eavesdropping cars from off his head ! 
Away with him I Answer not, but let it be done! 
Thou !" he continued, to one of the attendants who had 
followed — "thou! Get thee to this ambassador from 
the East. Tell him that Attila has not time to give at- 
tention to such trifling tlungs as the tribute due from 
Marcian ; but, that as soon as he has a moment for lighter 
affairs and things of no importance, he will see. him. 
In the meantime, let him deliver the presents that he 
bears unto my oflicers. Hence ! Do my bidding 
quickly !" 

The attendants withdrew without a second warning ; 
and Attila resumed his conversation with Ardaric, who 
felt not a little reheved to find that the mighty king to 
whom he had attached himself could still so far govern 
his rage as to consult the dictates of good policy rathM* 
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thaen those knpnlses of passion to which he had but too 
frequently given way since iiis encounter with JStius. 
. ^ I hare thought over all this, my friend," said Attila, 
calmly, ^ since a conversation wmch I held yesterday 
with the young Roman, Theodore." 

Ardaric marvelled somewhat at the cold epithet 
which Attila bestowed upon Theodore, whom, during 
the two or three last years, he had been accustomed to 
call, not the young Roman, but " my son," or ^* my 
adopted son." Nevertheless he was well pleased that 
the conversation of Theodore had produced^such an ef- 
fect, and he replied, " Thy conduct, oh Attila ! shows 
that you have considered well, and, as ever, have de- 
termined wisely." 

" I think I have, my friend," replied Attila ; " for if I 
had not, indignation would have trampled upon reason, 
and I should have been tempted to abandon that in 
which I am engaged, to tread upon the neck of the dog 
that thus snarls at my heels. But, as I have told thee, 
ever since that conversation I have thought over tlus. 
The youth, it seems, has known this Marcian for manv 
a year, and teHs me that he is, as he shows himself, bold, 
cautious, and vigilant Now, though Yalentinian and 
Marcian separately are but as scorpions, on which At- 
tila would set his sandal's sole without a fear, yet the 
bite of the two might be dangerous, or at least painful. 
As it is, iBtius, possessed of Gaul, and planning to raise 
himself up there a separate kingdom, looks on not un- 
willingly while I crush the petty sovereign whom%e 
has long despised and ruled. But if Marcian, joined to 
Yalentinian, were to give the Western emperor a chance 
of resistii^ Attila with success, iStius would be obliged 
to unite his forces to theirs, lest, at an after period, they 
should march together to punish the rebellious or neg- 
ligent subject, who left them to struggle unassisted 
against the mighty power of the Huns." 

*' Wisely and well hast thou considei^d all things, oh 
Attila! 1, less politic, had only thought of the union 
of Marcian with Yalentinian as dangerous to us. But if 
the power of the East and the West were swelled by all 
the forces of Gaul, armies might be collected wluch« 
perchance, we should find to be overwhelming. How, 
then, oh Attila, do you purpose to deal with Marcian." 

" As a skilful fowler, Ardaric, when he approaches 
faU half-sleeping game, coming nearer and nearer whila 
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he pretends to be looking and going another way. We 
will treat his ambassador as if angry, but not* enraged 
past all endurance. We will send him back with mes- 
sages regarding the tribute, which will seem as if we 
were more covetous of gold than of honour, and would, 
perhaps, take a part, if we could not obtain the whole. 
Tlius shall he .lull himself with embassies ; while we, 
marching on, sweep Valentinian from the earth, lay 
me in ashes, and scatter the dusty fragments of .Her 

iplMSiighty power unto all the quarters of the esurth 
r which her enq^ure in other aays extendci^ StiB, 

I we adranoe and conquer, as if wholly absorbed in 
th^ great mdertakm^ before us, we wiD make greater 
ana greater concessions to this Marcian, and he, if he 
be ti true Roman, will exact more and more, till at 
length, with justice on our side and conquest on our 
sword, our strength united and increased, aiul our troops 
fresh from victory, we will pour into the fertile plains 
of Greece, and, witii over free and martial tribes, leave 
not a trace of any former yoke throughout the land. If 
my foot shall ever again tread the plains of Thrace, 
never again, so guard me all the gods who have made 
me what I am, will I go back one single step so k>ng 
88 one stone of all Byzantium remains upon another l*^ 

He was still going on, when a door at the farther end 
of the hall opened, and the attendant whom he had 
sent to the anri^assador presented himself. The maa 
paused for a moment, with a pale countenance, as if 
mcertain whether to advance or not. He was evidently 
voder the influence of terror ; but Attila's irritation had 
subsided while pouring forth his plans into the ear of 
Ardaric, and he made the attendant a sign to advance, 
with an expression of countenance whkh partly reas- 
sured Mm. Hunryii^ forward, then, he cast himself 
prostrate at the feet of the king, exclaiming, *^ How 
shall I dare, oh mighty Attila, to relate the bold words 
of the most insolent Roman that ever approached thy 
presence V 

" l^)eak, speak T' said Attila : ^ thou art pardoned,, if 
any pardon he needfhl, for repeating what it imports 
the king to hear. Speak ! what said the ambassaaor T^ 

" His reply, oh king,^> answered the attendant, look- 
ing up, and half doubting the assurances of pardon that 
he heard— "his reply was, *Tell Attila the king, that 
though the time oi the servant of Marcian is of leas 
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value than the time of the monarch of the Hmis, yet 
the dignity of the emperor must not be trifled with, and 
his ambassador is not one to sacrifice it. If Attila be 
willing to see me, let him fix the time and keep it. 
Hither have I followed him to Tridentum, from the 
wilds of Upper Dacia, and I will follow no farther, to be 
a spectacle to his nation or to others. As to the pres- 
ents, they are of little import ; some thirty vases of solid 
gold, and some caskets of jewels ; but, if Attila would 
have them, he must receive them with his own hands. 
To him were they sent, and to none other will I de- 
liver them.' Such were his Words, oh mighty king," 
continued the attendant — " I have repeated them truly, 
and if I have offended, let me die !" 

To the surprise of the attendant, and even of Ardaric, 
something like a grim smile passed over the harsh fea- 
tures of the Hunnish king. " He is a bold knave, this 
ambassador," he said ; " be is a bold knave, and weU 
chosen to do a dsmgerous embassy J Tell him to get 
him hence, and take his presents with him ! Say also 
that Attila, though he loves courage, will not bear in- 
solence, and therefore it is he wUl not see this man. 
However, he is not willing to lose the friendship of 
Marcian, who promises to fill the royal seat of the old 
Caesars more nobly than late monarchs have done, and 
therefore Attila will send ba^k unto him Theodore, the 
son of his friend Paulinus, with power to treat of tMngs 
that concern the friendship of the two nations. He 
shall accompany the ambassador on his way. Go 1 tell 
him the words of the king." 

Ardaric, at the mention of the mission of Theodore, 
suddenly cast down his eyes and bit his lip; and as soon 
as the attendant had risen from Attila's feet and de- 
parted, he exclaimed, " Hear me, oh Attila, and take 
thought before you determine upon sending this young 
Roman on such a task to the new emperor. Theodore 
is bold and faithful, I know it well, and love hira truly. 
But he is one of those who will think his duty to his 
country superior to aught else on earth. He will reveal 
to Marcian all your plans and purposes, tell all the se- 
crets of your court, and of the past as far as may affect 
the future, and think it a duty to caution Marcian against 
trusting to the semblance of moderation you put on." 

" Wouldst thou do so, Ardaric, if thou wert a Ro- 
wan ?" asked Attila, with a smiley and then^ before his 
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(U«nd could answer, he added, " PeiiiapB fljNnf wooldal. 
In truth, I beheve so. But I am prepared a^nst that 
also, Ardaric. This Theodore has now with him a 
beautiful — a most lovely girl — ^his proimsed bride ; and 
even to-morrow morning he fondly thinks she shall be 
liis. He is mistaken, Ardaric ; for I will keep her and 
her mother here, as sureties for his doing my bidding 
lo the letter — as hostages for his speedy return. How- 
cnrer strong may be his wishes to serve his country, be 
you sure that nature and passion will have its way* 
What is it that passion will not da T To what will it 
not blind our eyes t What will it not make us see in 
things the most different < With this Theodore, it wiH 
act to give the fairest colouring to everjrthing that may 
keep Marcian at peace with Attila, and give him the 
crpportunity of returning speedily to claim his beautiful 
Dalmatian bride. He will tell no tales, Ardaric ! H» 
will give no advice ! He will speak no warnings that 
may raise up an eternal barrier oetween him and that 
most lovely woman ! He will think he does his duty 
to his country, and will do it, as far as nature will let 
him ; but passion will still have a voice in the council 
of his bosom, and make him do his duty unto me P' 

Ardaric made no reply, but looked gravely down upon 
the ground, and Attila fixed his eyes upon him for sev- 
eral moments, as if in surprise at his silence. But there 
was something in the breast of Attila, a consciousness, 
a sense of duplicity even towards Ardaric, which made 
him forbear to question his friend. Attila was afraid to 
ask why Ardaric replied not! Attila, the mighty, the 
unconquered, the unconquerable Attila, was cowed by 
his own heart t Yes^ Attila was afraid I 



CHAPTER Xni. 

THB BITTBB DISAPPOnfTMBNT. 

It was the same hall, but the things within it were 
changed. It blazed with* lights ; it was crowded with 
-people; and the leaders of the Hunnish host stood 
round Attila the King, while in the clear deep tones of 
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command lie gave directions for their march on the fol* 
lowing dajr. (^ his left hand, at some distance from 
the chair m which he sat, appeared a group in the Ro- 
man dress, consisting of Ildica, Ammian, Eudochia, and 
Theodore, with a number of the household slaves of 
Flavia, and the barbarian followers of the young Romaii 
gathered together behind them. 

Seated in the midst of her children was Flavia, the 
only person except the monarch who did not stand; 
but there was the weariness of iUness on her face and 
in her attitude, and the chair she occupied had been 
looked upon by her and her family as a token of Attila's 
kind observation. 

Suddenly the tones of Attila ceased as he gave his 
last commands to the leaders round him, and then, after 
a pause, he exclaimed, '* Theodore ! Come hither, my 
son ; the king has a duty to impose on thee !" 

Theodore gave a bright glance to Ildica, and advanced 
till he stood before the monarch, his countenance beam- 
ing with happy anticipations, and his heart beating high 
with the glad hope of soon bearing his sweet bride back 
to their own dear land. But the countenance of Attila 
was stem and grave; and Ardaric, who stood on his 
right hand, cast down his eyes as Theodore approached. 

"My son," said Attila, "thou art very young, and 
yet unto thee am I about to intrust a mission on which 
may depend the lives of millions, the fate of empire's, 
and the destiny of the whole world. The monarch of the 
East has sent unto me hither a bold and insolent am* 
bassador ; and were I to read the feelings of Marcian in 
the conduct of his messenger, t should instantly employ 
those arms which carried deatbund victory to tne shores 
of the iBgean Sea not many years ago, to humble the 
pride and punish the faithlessness of this new emperor. 
But I have heard what thou canst tell of him — ^thou who 
hast known him from thy childhood ; and Attila is in- 
clined to respect and love Marcian. Attila may be his 
friend, if Marcian will; for while he treads upon the 
worm and struggles with the tiger, he admires the lion 
and the eagle--«ings in their kind like himself. Go, 
then, to this thy friend : return to him with the ambas- 
sador he has sent hither, and tell him the words of At- 
tila. Say, if thou wilt, that en' thy report of his great 
nobleness, Attila desires rather to b^ at peace than at 
war with Marcian ^ and ask what he will do to gain our 
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friendship. It is not the pitlM thought of a few ounces 
more or less of yellow earth that moves Attila ; and if 
Marcian be poor, let him say so ; but justice Attila will 
have in all things, and his honour and dignity will he 
defend so long as he has hfe. Go, then, to Marcian ; 
tell him these things. Tell him what Attila is, and 
bring us speedily thine answer. If thou usest diligence, 
thou wilt find us between this and Rome. Seek the 
envoy from the East, and depart with him. Thou shalt 
have the train of a prince to honour Attila's mission, and 
gold to pay thy journey through a sordid land and 
among a grasping people." 

" Willingly, oh Attila !" replied Theodore, " do I ac- 
cept the charge ; and honouring thee, as I do from the 
depth of my heart, for all the noble deeds that I have 
seen, and loving thee for all the kind ones thou hast 
done to me and mine, I will labour with the zeal of true 
affection to do thy bidding well." 

As he spoke, a red flush came over Attila^s forehead ; 
and a large vein that wandered through the broad skin 
of his uncovered tcnples swelled and wreathed like a 
snake caught under the fork of a husbandman. Theo- 
dore, however, marked not the unwonted emotion, and 
went on. " Nor do I doubt," he said, ** success in my 
undertaking ; for, in the same manner, do I love and 
honour Marcian for the same noble deeds and the same 
kindness unto me and mine. I hope, I trust, I think 
that he loves me too, and therefore do I judge that I, 

gerchance — ^however young and inexperienced I may 
e — that I may succeed better than one older and a 
stranger. Give me but to-morrow for repose, and on 
the following day I am jjieady to set out." 

" Thanks for thy willingness, my son," replied Attila, 
''and thanks also for thy love; but thy young limbs 
scarcely do need repose, and the time thou seekest 
cannot be afforded thee. By the first ray of light to- 
morrow morning this insolent ambassador must leave 
the camp, and thou must go with him on the way." 

Theodore's countenance fell. " Alas !" he said, " I 
have told thee, oh king ! that after many a painful year 
of absence I have found and brought with me my prom- 
ised bride, one to whom my heart is tied by bonds of 
old affection, with whonvmy childish hours were spent, 
to whom the thoughts of youth have all been given — ^" 
Attila made an impatient ^[esture with his hand. " Thou 
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hast thyself promised, oh king,*' 'added Theodore, quick- 
ty, " to witness and confirm our union. *' 

"And so I will," answered Attila, shai^ly, "when 
thon retumest trom the mission on which I send thee." 

" Oh, let it be before," exclaimed Theodore, eagerly— 
" oh, let it be before. I ask but a day, a single day, and 
then all can go with me to our native land, my bride, 
my mother, my sister, and her promised husband, Am- 
mian. Once more re-established in peace, in the bright 
countnr of our fcnrth, all my hopes will be fulfilled, 
and—" 

" And thou wilt never return to Attila," said the deep 
Toice of the king. 

" On my life, on my soul, on my hopes of happiness 
in this me and hereafter," exclaimed Theodore, vehe- 
mently, " I will return if I be in life, ere two months be 
over, and bring thee an account of my mission and its 
success." 

" It cannot be," said Attila, sternly — " it must not, and 
it cannot be. Youth, I will not tempt thee by granting 
thy request. We are all subject to be led astray. Na- 
ture is strong within us, is stronger far than all good 
]«solutioH8 ; and with thy bride, thy mother, and thy 
fanuly beneath the shield of Marcian, in thy native 
land, thou wouldst have strong temptation to remain, 
and bitter agony of heart to leave them all and come 
bock hither. I say not that the frail thread which 
bound thee to return would even th^n be broken ; but I 
say that Attila will never willingly stretch it more than 
it is formed to bear. Thy mother and thy bride shall 
stay with me ; not as a pledge for thy good faith, for 
even wert thou to prove faithless, Attila would never 
injure those beneath his protection ; but as inducements 
to make thy return speeay and joyful. Thy bridal must 
not be till thou hast seen Marcian and return to me. 
Attila has said it, and his words are not revoked." 

The angry blood rushed up into Theodore's cheek, 
and his eyes sparkled as few were accustomed to flash 
in the presence of that mighty and terrible monarch. 
" Then, oh king," he exclaimed, in a sharp voice, " then, 
oh king — " 

But at that moment a hand was laid upon his arm, 
and Flavia, anticipating the refusal that was about to 
bivst from his lips, stood by his side, sa3ang, in a low 
voice, "Go, my son, go ! obey the will of the king I" 
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but her interposition seemed to come too late, for the 
dark thunder cloud of wrath had gathered heavy on^the 
brow of Attila; and while the chieftains near gazed 
with painful apprehension on the unwonted signs of 
emotion which he had suffered to appear, he demanded, 
in a voice that rolled like distant thunder round the hall, 
'^ Barest thou dispute the commands of Attila V 

Theodore's eye quailed not, however, under that 
fierce glance ; and, with his spirit all in arms, as it was 
at that moment, he might have replied with words that 
would have sealed his fate for ever : but without wait- 
ing to hear him speak, Ildica, trembling with apprehen- 
sion for him she loved, but filled with energetic resolu- 
tion by that very love itself, gUded past him, and kneel- 
ing at the feet of Attila, raised her hands towards him 
in earnest supplication. 

" Forgive him, oh mighty king !" she cried, " forgive 
him ! He will go willingly ; he will go, and do thy bid- 
ding truly and faithfully. I, I will be the hostage for 
his faith and his obedience. Forgive him, oh forgive 
him ! and let not your great soul be moved by the mo- 
mentary rashness of one who loves thee well, and will 
serve thee, as he has served, honestly, truly, bravely, 
zealously." 

The cloud cleared away from the brow of Attila as 
he gazed upon that beautiful creature kneeUng at his 
feet, and he replied at once, " He is forgiven ; let him 
do our bidding, and return. We will protect thee and 
thy mother tifi he comes again, and none shall harm 
thee. Thou art rash, oh Theodore, and hasty in tby 
youth ; but Attila is great enough to be able to forgive : 
and, to show thee that thou art quite forgiven, we will 
grant thee one favour. But yesterday we were told 
that yon youth, Ammian thou callest him, and the 
maiden, thy sister, were plighted to each other, and that 
for his and her sake it was that thou fleddest from Val- 
entinian. Thou thyself must return to seek thy bride 
and her mother ; but, if thou wilt, thy sister, ere the 
earth be three days older, shall give ner hand to him, 
and follow thee with our presents to the court of Mar- 



cian." 



Theodore turned with a melancholy smile to Ammian 
and Eudochia, who, in the anxiety of the moment, had 
advanced to his side. He saw happiness in the bright 
eyes of the one and in the blushing, downcast face of 
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the other; and then, looking again towards Attila, he 
replied, "My bitter disappointment, oh king! shall 
neither make me selfish nor ungrateful. I receive your 
offer as a favour, and am thankful for it as such. Let 
their union take place, oh king, as speedily as may be, 
and let them join me in Thrace. It will take, at least, 
from my mind part of the load which bears it down, to 
see them in peace and security." 

" Be it so, then," replied Attila — ^** be it so. They 
shall follow thee quickly. Thou knowest thy mission ; 
thou knowest my will. Early to-morrow morning, with 
thine own attendants and those that I shall send unto 
thee, thou settest out for Constantinople. So fare thee 
well upon thy journey 1 All now may go — Attila seeks 
rest." 

With a sad but calm brow Theodore led Ildica and 
Flavia jf^om the great hall of the palace of Tridentum 
to a distant part of the same building, in which a lodg- 
ing had been assigned to them. Eudochia and Ammian 
followed ; but no one spoke for some time, till at length, 
when they re-entered the chamber from which they 
had been summoned to the presence of Attila, Ildica 
raised her eyes, and gazed sorrowfully in the face of 
her lover. Flavia, too, paused and looked upon them 
for a moment with a sad and heavy heart ; and then, 
beckoning to Ammian and Eudochia, she departed, and 
left the two alone. 

Ildica cast herself upon the bosom of Theodore, and 
they both wept bitterly. " Oh, my Theodore ! oh, my 
beloved !" cried Ildica, as soon as tears would let her. 

He pressed her to his heart in silence ; but, ere he 
could nnd words to reply, the door of the chamber was 
thrown open by one of the household slaves of Flavia, 
crying, " One of the barbarian kings, noble Theodore, 
would speak with you instantly;" and, almost as he 
spoke, ibrdaric entered the chamber. The King of the 
GepidsB pointed to the door, and the slave, who gazed 
upciu him with some wonder, instantly closed it and re- 
tired. Then advancing to Theodore, Ardaric took him 
in his powerful arms, and pressed him frankly to his 
bosom. 

" Theodore, my brother," he said, speaking the Ian- 
guage of the Huns, which Ildica did not understand — 
" Theodore, I love you well, and grieve for you. We 
have fought together, and been enemies ; we have eaten 
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Inread together, and been friends. Our enmity has been 
wiped out, our friendship never can ; and I think that 
Attila deals hardly with thee. But look to thy fair 
bride," he continued ; '* she looks pale and faint : let 
her go from us ; I will not keep thee long ; but yet I 
would fain speak with thee ere thou departest." 

" Ildica, my beloved," said Theodore, in the Latin 
tongue, but speaking slowly, so that Ardaric might hear 
and comprehend what he said, " this is one of my best 
and noblest friends. While I am absent, thou mayst 
trust safely in him. He has something of importance 
to tell me, and I will seek thee again instantly !" 

Udica made no reply, but retired into the inner cham* 
ber to her mother. 

" Thou hast spoken truly, my friend," continued Ar- 
daric : " she may trust in me when you are gone ! and 
she may have cause to trust. Attiki has dealt hardly 
with thee, I know not why. I love not to inquire. Let 
me not wrong him by suspicions ; but ever since that 
fatal battle in Gaul he has been an altered man. Had 
he been always thus, he would never have reached the 
height of power he has attained. He has grown more 
like his brother Bleda, jealous, hasty, intemperate — ay, 
and deceitful too. He may hide his future purposes 
from mine eyes, perchance ; but Ardaric knows that he 
is changed, and is upon his guard." 

" I see it too," cried Theodore — " I see it too ; but 
even if this change bodes ill to me, what can I do to 
^uard myself against it ? What evil, think you, he med- 
itates against me ?" 

" Nay, I cannot tell," said Ardaric : " I know not, nor 
will pretend to guess ; and as to guarding against it, I 
can give but one advice — ^return as speedily as may be. 
Lose no time ; fear not to kill your horses ; and as you 
named two months to Attila himself, be not a single hour 
beyond that time, as you value happiness and peace." 

" But why," exclaimed Theodore^ " why think you 
that his wrath points more particularly to me 1" 

" I know not well how to answer," replied Ardaric. 
" When we see a dull gray vapour gathering over the 
western sky, we say there will be a tempest soon. 
When we see the light clouds making the mottled heaven 
look like a dappled steed, we augur it will rain. Light 
signs forbode heaver storms ; and when I see many a 
changeful variation in the mood of a man once so mrm 
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end steadfast) I am apt to augur evil, and to guess where 
it may falL Towards you, to whom he was once kind 
as the spring rain, Attila is now harsh and fierce, and I 
axgue thence that, for some cause, you have lost that 
favour which shielded you hitherto. But there is an- 
other reason why I bid you be upon your guard. You 
once tarried long, I have heard, in the house of Bleda, 
the brother of the king, and must have often seen hia 
daughter Neva.'* 

" Often, very often," answered Theodore : " a sweet, 
devoted, beautiful girl, whose whole happiness seemed 
to rest in doing good to others. But I injured her not !" 

" Thy fate seems of deep interest to her," replied Ar- 
daric, with a passing smile, " for she sought me out this 
evening as we were encamping on the hills — " 

" Is she here, then V cried Theodore, in surprise. 

" Yes, and thousands of others," answered Ardaric : 
•* the camp is full of women. One would guess we were 
going to people some uncultivated land, for we bear al- 
most all our women and children with us. But Neva 
is here ; for, alas, poor girl, her home is now desolate. 
Her mother died some few weeks a|^o. But, as I have 
said, not only the men of the land, but the women of 
the land also, have come forth to war." 

" Then I shall leave my Udica," said Theodore, " with 
a lighter heart. Where there are women, she will find 
some to pity and console her." 

" Many, I trust," answered Ardaric ; " but let me tell 
you, for the time wearS) that this fair girl, Bleda's daugh- 
ter, for whose orphan state my heart has often ached, 
sought me out this evening, and, calling you * her broth- 
er Theodore,' besought me to aid and to support you 
against your enemies. Her words were somewhat wild 
and rambUng; but it was evident she had reasons to 
fear that evil threatened you." 

" Upon the journey V demanded Theodore. 

" No, no !" rejoined Ardaric. " I cannot tell you my 
own suspicions : I must not repeat the words she spoke. 
We may be both mistaken ; and, even were we right, 
our warning coidd be of no avail if you neglect to fol- 
low the advice I have given. Hasten to Marcian ; lose 
not an hour upon the road ; fulfil your mission quickly, 
and bring back a reply, or good or bad, without delay. 
Suffer yourself not to be entangled by any one in long 
discussions ; but simply tell your message, receive your 
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answer, and return within the space that yoit yotirs€df 
have mentioned. In your absence I wiU protect, as far 
as may be, the precious pledges that you leave behind : 
my wife is in the camp; and though she speaks not 
their tongue, our hearts, oh Theodore ! shall speak for 
us. Ardaric has some power, and it shall be used for 
your service. Now fare you well, for I must leave you ;" 
and pressing Theodore once more in his arms, he turn- 
ed and left the apartment. 

The young Roman paused for a moment in deep 
thought ; and then, with a heavy heart, sought those 
from whom he was to part so soon. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

TBI MARRIAOK AND THE DEATH. 

Trent was still in the possession of the Huns— « 
though the main body of their innumerable host had 
passed on — ^when, on the third day after the departure 
of Theodore, two young and beautiful beings stood be- 
fore the altar of the high church of that venerable city, 
in youth's brightest day to pass youth's brightest hour. 
There is certainly, in that pecuUar moment of happi- 
ness in which the young heart of woman plights its ftdl 
faith to the man she loves, a beautifying influence, 
which gives to features not otherwise remarkable a 
loveliness of expression that they possess not at other 
times. It is the beaming forth of the sweet chastened 
Joy of fulfilled hope and gratified love : it is the picture 
presented by the speaking face of many of those beau- 
tiful feelings whereof external loveliness is but the type 
and symbol. Joy, timid modesty, pure affection, bright 
hope, unshaken faith, the fruition of long-nourished 
wishes, the fulfilment of the brightest expectation of a 
woman's heart — all, all are there when she kneels be- 
fore the altar with the man she loves, to bind that sol- 
emn tie which nothing but the grave should break. 

There knelt Eudochia by the side of Ammian ; and 
though a slight shade of sympathizing melancholy stole 
across the sunshine of her face when she turned her eyes 
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on ndica, yet her look was as bright as hope and happi- 
ness could make it, and in the serious but still enthusi- 
astic countenance of her young lover might be read, in 
its very gravity, a deeper happiness than ever his lighter 
smiles betrayed. 

lldica, poor Ildica, had twined the flowers in the fair 
bride's hair ; and though a tear had fallen upon them, 
spangling their sweet leaves like a drop of mominff 
dew, yet she had struggled hard to banish every selfish 
regret, and share to the full in the joy of those dear 
beings whose union, and, as she trusted, whose happi- 
ness that day was to secure^ 

Beside Ilchca stood her mother ; but oh ! what a sad 
change had the passing of less than five years wrought 
in the fair form of Flavia, since first we saw her on the 
bright shores of the Adriatic. She had known grief, 
deep grief before that period; she had tasted disap- 

g ointment, and undergone misfortune of many kinds : 
ut there is a time of life when the springs of health 
and sources of enjoyment flow up so full and bounte- 
ously, that the most scorching heat cannot dry them 
up; when the earthquake itself cannot overwhelm* 
them ; when still they flow on, under the fiercest sun 
of summer, and are but choked up in one place to burst 
forth and sparkle in another. But there comes an after 
period, when, choked up and nearly obliterated by the 
sands of time, the fire of lesser misfortunes will ex- 
haust them quite, and leave the empty fountain, the 
dried-up spring, without a drop of water to moisten the 
lip of hope. So had it been with Flavia : the misfor- 
tunes of her early years, the loss of her loved husband, 
the tyranny of a capricious and greedy monarch, an 
anxious widowhood, watching over her orphan children, 
had rendered the stream of life calm and dull, but had 
not diminished its waters nor seemed likely to shorten 
its course. But when a later epoch of existence had 
come on, and fresh sorrows, labours, anxieties, and 
cares had fallen fast about her, the very hopes she had 
nourished, and the nlacid joys which had rendered life 
verdant, faded by tne wintry blast of late disappoint- 
toient, like the withered leaves of winter trees above a 
fountain, had dropped fast and thick, and filled up the 
very well of life itself. Her step was feeble ; her once 
bright eye was dim ; and though the graceful line of 
that fair form remained, though the black hair was little 
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more silveiy than before, and the white teeth had lost 
none of their ivory purity, yet the pallour of her coun* 
tenance, the bloodless lip, the languid, drooping eyelid, 
and the quick, difficult respiration, all spoke that '* the 
body was broken by its cares and labours," and the 
' spirit, weary of its ruined tenement, was hesitating 
whether it should not fly for repose. 

She gazed, however, with a bright and cheering smile 
upon Ammian and Eudochia, as they knelt to pledge 
that sacred vow which she, too, hoped and believed 
would secure for them as much happiness as this world 
could bestow. She herself felt within her bosom rise 
up at the sight the memory of bright hopes and aspira- 
tions passed away, and the spring of hfe for the mo- 
ment flowed more freely. They, as they looked upon 
her, saw a happy change, and gladdened their own 
hearts by the thought that her health was better, and 
looked forward to the future with hopes for' her as weU 
as for themselves. 

Others, however, were present in the church; and 
Attila himself, with arms folded on his bosom, stood 
not inattentive to the words which a Christian priest 
addressed to the fair young beings met together there 
to be parted no more. That priest was a venerable 
and a fearless man ; and after his blessing had been 
spoken, and the indissoluble contract sealed, he poured 
forth an exhortation to maintain and hold fast the purer 
faith in whiqh they had been educated, touching boldly 
on the doctrines of his holy religion as con rasted with 
the pagan superstition of many who heard him, and ap- 
pealing to the consciences of all men to decide whether 
sublime purity of soul and body were not the doctrines 
which God might teach and men revere. 

Attila listened in silence, though many of the baiba- 
nan chieftains around frowned angrily to hear their an- 
cient faith assailed from the lips of one of a people whom 
they looked upon as conquered and trodden upon under 
foot. Attila, however, listened, as we have said, in si- 
lence ; and only twice during all that ceremony did he 
take his eyes from the priest, to turn them for a moment 
upon the lovely countenance of Ildica, and glance over 
that unrivalled form which might well have maue the 
sculptor blush at his imperfect works. They were 
withdrawn as quickly as turned thither, and he fixed 
them on the priest again, and listened to his glowing 
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elD^uence as one who could admire, though uncon- 
vinced. 

The ceremony was over, the prayer prayed, the ex- 
hortation made. The feet of Ammian's horse was 
heard without pawing impatiently the ground ; the litter 
wiiich was to bear Eudocnia into Thrace was prepared ; 
the slaves who were to accompany her, and tne guards 
which Attila had directed to conduct them in safety to 
the frontiers of the Eastern empire, stood ready before 
the gate. But when the bridegroom and the bride rose 
up from the altar, without turning to bid their mother 
farewell, they advanced hand in hand to Attila,* and 
knelt together at his feet. 

" Oh, great king !'' said Ammian, ^' thou hast made us 
happy, and we have to beseech thee to add yet one 
favour more. To return unto our native land is joy, 
for we love no land like that ; but if our mother return 
not with us, the joy withers, and, like a flower in the 
night, it may be beautiful, but we cannot see it for 
want of the sunshine to make it expand. Let us be- 
seech thee, then, oh king ! crown thy great goodness 
unto us, and either let our mother and our sister bear 
us company on the way, or let us remain here till they 
may go there too." 

Attila listened with the same calm, steadfast look 
which in former days used never to be absent from his 
countenance ; and no features of his face could have 
betrayed the slightest emotion produced by the words 
of Ammian. When the youth had done, he replied, 
'* Thy mother and thy sister must not depart ; and I 
have promised the son of.Paulinus that thou shouldst 
join him with his sister in Thrace." 

He paused for a moment, and thought deeply, turned 
his eyes to lldica and Flavia, and then added, " Never- 
theless, ye shall stay or go, as your mother wills. If 
ye go not, the breach of the promise be upon you. At- 
tila has prepared to fulfil it ; but he will not, he cannot 
drive a son from a mother, and that mother ill as she 
is." 

Ammian and Eudochia rose and clung to Flavia, each 
exclaiming, '* Oh let us stay, my mother ! let us stay till 
Theodore returns !" 

Flavia pressed them to her heart, and kissed the fair 
brow of that sweet girl ; but she did not reply for some 
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moments ; while Eudochia, linking her hand in that of 
Udica, exclaimed, ** Plead for us, dear lldica ! Plead 
for us, my sister !" and lldica turned her lustrous eyes 
upon her mother, as if doubting and inquiring what she 
should do. 

To Flavia it was a moment of the most intense pain, 
to which the heart of any mortal being can be subject— 
it was the struggle of duty against the tenderest, the 
noblest of human affections. It was a dying mother 
placing one of her children in safety, with the certainty 
of neirer beholding him again, even while obliged to 
leave another in the midst of perils without any sup- 
port It was a moment of most intense, intolerable 
pain ; and yet she conquered it. 

'* Eudochia," she said, calmly, " it must not be, my be- 
loved child ! Ammian, do not agitate and distress me I 
Theodore might wait for you. Your staying might de- 
lay his return. At all events, it is but for a short time 
that we are parted," and she raised her eyes to heaven, 
while her lips stUl moved, but in silence. *' Go, my 
children, go," she said: *' hasten Theodore's return; 
bear him my blessing." 

" Must it be, my mother ?" cried Ammian. 

**It must, beloved!" answered Flavia, kissing him. 
'* Take her, oh take her from me," she added, unclasp- 
ing the arms of Eudochia, who clung round her knees 
weeping. " Dear, affectionate girl, farewell ! Take her, 
Ammian, take her! God's blessing and her mother's 
be upon you, my sweet children !" Ammian raised Eu- 
dochia, and half bore, half led her from the church. 

The eyes of Attila remained fixed upon the counte- 
nance of Flavia with a deep, earnest, contemplative 
gaze, which might have been painful to her had not 
other feelings absorbed every thought; and when, as 
Anmiian and Eudochia disappeared through the portal, 
Flavia raised her robe to her eyes, and for the first 
time wept, Attila, the stem, dark Attila himself was 
moved, and pressing his sinewy hand upon his brow, he 
exclaimed aloud, " Noble, noble woman !" Then turned, 
and, as if stung by some sudden pang, strode hastily 
out of the church. 

There came a sound of rude music from without, and 
of young voices singing, as a troop of boys and girls, 
gathered together for the marriage, accompanied Eudo- 
chia and Anmiian on theur way to the gate of the city. 
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But oh, how strange and harsh soimded that bridal 
song upon the ears of the sad few who remained within 
the church ! Flavia stood and wept ; and the large drops 
rolled slowly over the fair cheek of Ildica. But at 
length Ardaric, who had not followed Attila when he 
departed, advanced, and in a kindly tone which spoke 
to their hearts, notwithstanding his small knowledge of 
their language, bade them take comfort. 

" Let us leave this place," he said at length. '* Yon 
have need, lady, of repose : to-morrow night the last of 
our forces leave Tridentum. It were needful for thee 
to pass all the intervening time in repose : and if thou 
'wouldst take some simples, such as our people know 
well how to prepare, it might give thee strengUi for the 
Journey. But let us leave tms {dace — ^the sight of it 
only makes thee grieve." 

" Let those sounds cease without, and then I will go," 
replied Flavia ; and as soon as all was quiet in the street, 
the mother and the daughter, left alone in the midst of a 
strange and barbarous host, took their sad way back 
towanis the dwelling which they had inhabited since 
their arrival in the city of Trent. There Ardaric left 
them ; and, entering into their own apartments, Flavia 
sent away all the slaves. 

As soon as she was alone with her daughter, to the 
surprise and grief of .Ildica, the lady sunk upon her 
knees at her own child's feet. "Pardon me, Ildica, 
pardon your mother," she said — ^" pardon your mother, 
if, in the agony of this day, and in the anxiety to secure 
safety and happiness for one child, I have failed to pur- 
chase, even at his risk, support and protection for an- 
other." 

Ildica cast her arms around her, and striving hard to 
smile, she said, " Alas, alas ! dear mother, why should 
you ask pardon of me % Know you not that your Ildica 
would gladly, wilUngly sacrifice everything but virtue, 
and honour, and the love of those who love her, to se- 
cure the happiness of her dear brother and the sweet 
sister of her infancy. Oh no, think not that I regret 
even for a moment that you have sent them from us, if 
by their presence they could not have comforted and 
supported you. Ildica has a resolute heart, my mother, 
and can bear, with strong determination, whatever fate 
her God may send her. With her own hand she can 
protect her honour, if need should be ; and she fears 
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nothing else ; for death is little terrible to her, and that 
is the worst that can befall." 

'* But, alas ! you know not all, my child," answered 
Flavia, sinking into the seat to which her daughter led 
her, but still holding Ildica's hand, and gazing in her 
face. " Dear, beloved girl, t am dying !" 

'' Speak not such cruel words, dear mother," replied 
Ildica, not knowing how terribly the ravager had pra 
ceeded in the frame of the loved being who was now 
her only support. "I see, indeed," she added, "that 
you are far from well ; but I trust that fatigue and anx- 
iety is the chief cause, and that now you have seen so 
happy an event as the marriage of our dear Ammian 
with Eudochia ; now that you know them to be in safety ; 
now that the speedy prospect of returning to our own 
land is open before us ; now that nothing is wanting to 
our future peace and happiness but Theodore^s return 
^-I trust, I hope, I am sure, dear mother, that joy wiU 
prove a good physician, and restore you quite." 

" Ildica," answered Flavia, " let us not deceive our- 
selves, my child. I shall never see the Dalmatian shores 
again. How long this shattered prison may keep the 
struggling spirit in its ruined walls, I know not ; but in 
my bosom there is kept a fatal calendar, whereon is 
marked how much each day takes from the small re- 
maining store of life, and I feel that that store is nearly 
gone. Like a spendthrift with his treasure, Ildica, I 
would now fain noard the little that remains, but know 
not how, and fear that it will fail me soon. When, five 
days ago, we halted by the little lake in those gnind 
mountains, I felt that death was coming, but still thought 
that repose might keep him yet at bay, and give me time 
to reach some surer resting-place. But in that day^s 
repose, the active enemy still strode on his way ; the 
next day's journey brought him nearer still ; and the sad 
scene of your dear Theodore's parting led him onward 
almost to the door. I have shut my ear while he 
knocked, listening to Hope while Ammian's bridal has 
gone forward ; but I felt that Death went with me into 
that church, and has come hither to sit beside me till I 
follow him to a brighter land, where the dark herald 
leaves us for ever at the gate." 

Ildica wept bitterly; and her mother, after pausing 
for several minutes, proceeded : — " Must I tell thee not 
to weep, my child 1 Nay, I will not do thee so much 



ATTILA. 129 

wrong ! Yes, weep, my Ildica ! weep as I would weep 
for thee ; but listen to me. I have said that I felt my- 
self dying when in yon church I sent from us Ammian 
and Eudochia. I sent them from us, knowing that I 
might soon have to leave thee here alone, in the midst 
of a barbarous people, till thy Theodore, thy husband, 
shall retum-'—alone, with no one to protect thee but do- 
mestic slaves, who, though faithful and attached, are 
still but slaves. Was not this cruel, Ildica ? WUt thou 
forgive me t" 

" Forgive you, dear mother !" cried Ildica, looking up 
reproacbfuUy at the very thought of forgiveness being 
necessary ; '* think you that for my semsh sorrows I 
-would have had Ammian and Eudochia stay in scenes 
of danger, when peace, and joy, and safety were before 
them ? If peril awaits me, Ammian could not, with his 
single hand, have averted it. If death be following me, 
too, in any shape, he could not have shielded me from 
the lifted dart ; and — for the sake of a few kind words 
and tender consolations, the balm of sympathy, and the 
fine elixir of kind familiar looks to sooth and cure a 
wounded heart— think you, dear mother, that I would 
have perilled his young happiness, and perbsips cast the 
cloud of misfortune over his whole life t No ; let me 
meet the coming ills alone. There are many with 
whom I would gladly share the cup of joy, but none 
whom I would force to drink a part of the bitterer draught 
which I am bound to quaff. Forgive you, dear mother ! 
oh, there is nothing to forgive !" 

" Dear Ildica," cried Flavia, pressing her to her bo- 
som, " noble, beloved girl ! Sure, sure I am that, through 
whatever scenes the will of Heaven may lead you, you 
will bear up nobly still, and never, never forget that you 
are the daughter of a 9oman. Remember, Ildica — oh, 
ever remember — ^the land and race from which you 
spring. Think of their great deeds and steadfast cour- 
age. Remember that, among the best and greatest of 
our ancient names, your father might have boldly, con- 
fidently written down his own ; and, whenever difficulty 
or peril falls upon you, think how a Roman of old days 
would then have acted, and so act !" 

'*I will, my mother," cried Ildica, sinking on her 
fcnees beside Flavia ; " I promise you, by all which is 
most sacred, that I will ! Nothing shall ever make me 
forget that I am a patrician's chUd, bound by my nobil- 
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ity of blood to noble conduct. And sbould the time 
ever come that I must be tried, the names of my ances- 
tors shall not be blotted out from the roll of fame by 
any weakness of mine. I promise it ! I vow it !" and, 
with high resolution beaming in her beautiful eyes, she 
rose, and stood in the majesty of loveliness by her dy- 
ing mother's side. 

^' May God bless you, and give you strength in all 
things, my true child!" Flavia answered; *'and yet, II- 
dica, avoid all such trials ; turn from all such dangers 
when you may. Seek not for dangers, but act boldly 
in them. And now, my child, one more dii^ction, and 
I leave you to the keepmg of your own heart and God's 
directing Spirit. Jf I should not live, which is, indeed, 
beyond all likelihood, to witness Theodore's return, let 
no vain sorrow for the dead restrain you from giving 
him your hai. d at once. If but a single day have passed 
since the gra 'e has closed over me, meet at the altar 
with the tear cf memory dimming the eye of hope; but 
delay not your union by a single hour. Wed him, my 
Ildica ! wed your beloved without a hesitation ; and fly 
with him, as speedily as may be, to our dear, beautifiil 
land, where peace and safety shall attend you. To him, 
Ildica, to him only of all the world could 1 give yon 
without a fear, without a sigh — to him, noble, just, wise, 
brave, firm yet tender, generous yet prudent, ardent yet 
temperate. Oh, Ildica ! oh that I could see that day ! 
my last, brightest hope, my fondest wish, my only re- 
maining aspiration on this side of the grave would then 
be fulfilled ; and, as calmly as for a happy sleep, I could 
lay down my head in the tomb and say, ' Come, quiet 
Death ! life has all finished well V " 

The Tears streamed anew down the cheeks of Ildica ; 
and her mother, after a short pause, drew her gently to 
her, kissed her pure brow, and added, " Now leave me, 
my sweet child, for one half hour. We rfiall both be 
the better of a brief solitude." 

Ildica withdrew without reply ; for she sought not to 
add to her mother's emotions by emotions of her own. 
In her own chamber she turned the hourglass, neither 
to fall short of nor to exceed the space of time that Fla- 
via had appointed ; and she would fain have bent her 
thoughts to contemplate all the frowning features of her 
present fate, and the still darker countenance of the fu- 
ture. She felt, however, that to do so woiUd unfit her 
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fiiind for the task of soothing and consoling the last 
days of her mother ; she felt that she might be shaken 
and overwhelmed by the burdens which she was des» 
tined at different times to bear, if she suffered imagina* 
tion to attempt to raise them all up at once, in order to 
feel and try their weight. She resolved, then, that she 
would not contemplate them until they came upon her 
one by one ; and, murmuring the holy maxim of Him 
who alone could teach us the wisdom from on high, 
"SuflBicient for the day be the evil thereof," she sank 
upon her knees and passed the half hoar in prayer. 
When she rose she was calm and prepared, feeUng that, 
though philosoi^y may teach us to resist finnly the 
evils of life, it is only religion that can teach us to bear 
them meekly. 

Her mother received her with a smile ; and she, too, 
was calmer — for the fatal truth had been spoken be- 
tween them, the dark secret had been told ; and Flavia 
herself, prepared to die, was glad to have prepared II- 
dica for her death. The rest of the day passed over 
tranquilly ; and Flavia seemed relieved, and even bet- 
ter. There was a slight flush upon her cheek, which, 
though it was not exactly the rosy hue of health, gave a 
false appearance of returning powers. Her eye, too, 
was bright, and she breathed, or fancied that she 
breathed, with less difficulty. She cherished no hope, 
however ; and Ildica was not deceived into the belief 
that her mother could recover. Her disposition had 
once been full of hope ; but the spring had lain so long 
under a heavy weight that it had lost its elasticity; 
and the evening passed calmly, but not cheerfully. 

At length, towards her usual hour of retiring to rest, 
Flavia took out of a casket a golden bracelet of an an- 
tique form, and, laying it on her knee, gazed upon it 
thoughtfully. It had been the first present that she had 
received from her dead husband, and in all her wander- 
ings, under every blast of adversity, that bracelet still 
had remained with her. She had worn it on the shores 
of Daknatia; it had been carried forth amid the rock- 
ing of the earthquake ; it had been restored, with other 
property, at the command of Attila, after having been 
taken by the Huns ; she hsid possessed it among the 
Alani ; she had carried it with her to Rome ; she had 
brought it thence to where she sat even then. Every 
night, through a long life, she had gazed upon that to- 
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ken of early affection ; and now, with her thoughts 
turning to her husband, she looked upon it again, thuik* 
ing, "I go to join him, where We shall never be separ* 
ated more !^' 

As she thus thought, she tried to clasp it on her arm : 
but suddenly it slipped from her fingers, rolled from her 
knee, and dropped upon the ground. With a quick mo- 
tion, she stooped forward to catch it ere it fell or pick 
it up ; then suddenly pressed her hand upon her breast, 
and sunk back upon the cushions that supported her, 
exclaiming, '* My child ! my Udica !" 

Ildica darted forward, and caught the hands that her 
mother now extended towards her. The Ups of Flavia 
still moved, but no sound followed ; she fixed hep eyes 
with a look of deep love upon her child ; the brightness 
of being was still there; the flame of life's lamp shone 
in them stiU brightly ; but, in a moment after, it waxed 
dim and faint : hght and life, lustre and meaning, passed 
away ; the jaw fell ; the features became rigid ; and the 
gray hue of vacant death spread over the soulless coun* 
tenance. A loud long shriek rang through those apart* 
ments ; and when the slaves rushed in, they found their 
mistress dead, where she sat, and her daughter lying 
senseless at her feet. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE iHmCIPATIOKS OV BVUm- 

Long and dark was the sleep that fell upon Ildica: 
the overwrought mind, the overexcited feelings, Uie 
heart and brain, stretched beyond their bearing to sup- 
port each other, had worked in the mortal frame that 
complete overthrow of the equipoise which such a 
state almost invariably will produce. The sleep of II- 
dica's mind — for the reasoning soul remained asleep 
long after the eyes had opened again to the light of day 
after her mother's death — was not the sleep which 
brings repose; and when at length she really woke, 
and gazed about her with full returning consciousness, 
she found an unknown scene around her. 
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She was stretched upon a rich couch, round whicli 
fell the hangings of a tent ; and though two of her own 
female attendants sat at the farther side, there wa» 
watching over her a face as heautiful as she had ever 
beheld, but which was altogether strange to her eye. 
It was beautiful, as .1 have said, most beautifid; and 
though the hair was dressed in the barbarian mode, and 
the garments were not such as the Romans wore, yet 
the pure and snowy skin showed tints yery different 
from the dingy' complexion of the Huns; and, though 
Ildica knew not. the face, yet there was something in it 
— something in the exquisite loveliness of those devo- 
ted deep blue eyes — ^that was not unfamiliar to her ima* 
gination. It was as if somebody, in former times, had 
sung, or told, or written to her about eyes like thosor 
Her mind, however, wandered still ; and she could not 
recall where or how such an impression had been 
made upon her. But she saw, as she moved, those 
eyes bent upon her with a look of tender pity ; and lay* 
ing her hand upon that which rested on the couch be- 
side her, she would have spoken, but her voice was so 
weak that she herself started at its altered sound. 

" You are better," said Neva, for she it was who sal 
beside her — "you are better; I see you are better." 
And though the tongue in which she spoke was but a 
mixture of Latin with her barbarian dialect, yet her 
looks spoke eloquently, and Ildica began to remember, 
or rather to guess, who she was. 

Neva watched her gently and assiduously ; and Ildica 
recovered health and strength ; and grateful and tender 
did she feel towards that fair companion, who wound 
herself day by day so closely round her heart, that she 
only wondered that Theodore could have continued to 
love Ildica when he had unknowingly won the heart of 
Neva. But though Ildica recovered rapidly, that illness 
had wrought a change. She remained long in deep si- 
lent fits of thought. Sometimes, when she was spoken 
to, her mind, intensely occupied with the dark past or 
the dim future, seemed to deaden her ear, and she made 
no reply. But, what was still more strange, she spoke 
of her mother, she talked of her death, she inquired of 
her burial, without a tear moistening her ^elids. She 
would fain have wept; she longed to do so; but no 
drops, no kind relieving drops came from the dried- up 
well to give her ease. Her mother and Theodore were 
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the two great themes of her thoughts ; and of her lover^s 
coming back she talked with joy and smiles to her own 
attendants ; but, with kindly care, which showed how 
thoughtful she was for others, she avoided^ as far as 
possible, the mention of his name to Neva. 

Bleda's daughter, indeed, was now her chief compan- 
ion ; shared the same tent, and spent whole hours with 
her on each succeeding day. On Udica she seemed to 
look as on a superior being; and seated at her feet, 
with her arm resting on the fair Dalmatian^s knee, she 
would gaze up into her face, trace all those beautiful 
lines, and mark the full lustrous eye, the swelling lip, 
and clear and rounded nostril, pure and defined, but soft 
and graceful as if chiselled from the Parian marble. 
Thus she would gaze, and think in her own mind, that 
it was no wonder such a face and form as that, with 
such a spirit as shone through all that beauty, had light- 
ed and kept alive, as pure and unextinguished as the 
fire of Vesta, the flames of love within the heart of one 
worthy of her — within a heart incapable of forgetfulness 
or falsehood. 

Twice only did it happen that Ildica, who, however 
4sadly her own heart might be wrung, forgot not easily 
the feelings of another, mentioned even the name of 
Theodore in the hearing of Neva. The first time the 
fair girl coloured and looked down ; but the second she 
was sitting, as we have said, at Ildica's feet; and 
though her countenance glowed, she gazed up and 
asked, "When you saw him, did he never mention 
Neva's name ?" 

Ildica bent down her head, and kissed the fair girPs 
brow, saying, " Yes, dear Neva, he did mention you." 

" And what did he say V demanded Neva, burying 
her face in Ildica's robe — " what did he say V 

" He told me," answered Ildica, pressing her hand 
gently, " he told me haw kind and ^ood you had been 
to him ; how you attended him in sickness, saved him 
by your care from death, and rescued him in his mo- 
ment of utmost danger from the hands of those who 
would have slain him. He told me all, dear Neva, he 
told me all." 

Neva cast herself upon Ildica^s bosom and wept. 
" Then he told you," she murmured, through her tears, 
"how I loved him, and how kindly and gently he 
soothed the feelings he could not return ; how nobly and 
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honestly he told me that he loved another, whom he 
must -ever love." 

Ildica pressed her in her arms ; and, raising her eyes 
towards heaven, she said, in a low voice, *' Oh God ! 
why should I hope to be happy when this sweet being 
is wretched ?" 

" Nay, nay, Ildica," cried Neva, starting back as her 
ear caught those words, ^* I am not wretched ; I am as 
happy as my state will admit ; I am happy in posses- 
sing the next best blessing to the great one of his love . 
I have his friendship, his gratitude ! I am happy in hav- 
ing served him ; I am happy in having seen the being 
that he loves, and in loving her myself," and she 
pressed a fond kiss on Ildica's glowing cheek. *' Now, 
Ildica," she continued, " now you know how I feel. I 
have seen you ; I know you ; I am sure you are worthy 
of him ; and so help me all the gods, if it were in 
my power this moment to take him from you and bind 
him to myself, 1 would rather die than do it ! Speak 
to me about him when you will, you will inflict no pain 
upon my heart. He is your own, your beloved, your 
nghtful husband. Neva is contented with her lot." 

Ildica smiled sadly. " Oh Neva," she answered, " it 
is hard to be generous in love ! There is no one thing 
on earth I know of that I would not give to make you 
happy, except the affection of Theodore." 

" And now I would not have it, could it be given," 
Neva replied ; " but he will soon be back again, dear 
Ildica. More than three weeks out of the two months 
allotted for his absence have already passed, and he 
wiU soon be here : Ildica will then be his bride, and 
Neva will weave the bridal flowers for her hair. Only 
remain within your tent, Ildica, as long as you can ; 
and when the army marches on again, be carried in 
your Utter without speaking, so that Attila may think 
you are still ill." 

Ildica started, and gazed on Neva with surprise. 
" Why should 1 try to deceive Attila ?" she demanded : 
** I have long wondered why you should oppose my 
^oing forth to breathe the free outward air when I am 
ill no longer. Tell me, dear Neva, tell me what I have 
done to offend Attila 1" 

•* You have done nothing to offend him," answered 
Neva : " oh no ; it is not his wrath that we fear ! It is, 
that the sight of your beauty might inflame his love. 
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Therefore was it that Ardaric, who loves your Theo- 
dore, so strongly counselled that you shoidd hold the 
semblance of sickness as long as may be." 

Ildica sank back upon the cushions that supported 
her, and hid her pale face in her hands, as if the doom 
of death had been pronounced in her ear. Terror over- 
came every reasoning power for some moments, and it 
eeemed as if the fate which had been spoken of as 
merely possible, was certain and inevitable ; and with 
her hands covering her face and her bosom heaving 
with convulsive sobs, she sat for several moments in 
silence ; while Neva, alarmed by the state into which 
her words cast her, tried, by every kindly effort, to sooth 
and reassure her. 

At length the fair Roman suddenly removed her 
bands, exclaiming, ** I had forgot myself, Neva ! imd 
had given way to terror, a feeling that should have no 
empire in my bosom. I do not, I will not fear this man, 
terrible as he is. I will hide myself from his eyes most 
wiUingly. Till Theodore comes back, I will never 
leave my tent : but if my evil fate should draw his looks 
upon me; if what you fear on my account should occur, 
he shall find that the daughter of a Roman can act a 
Romanes part. No, I will not leave this tent tiU The- 
odore returns." 

" Alas ! dearest Ildica," replied Neva, " ere two days 
be over you will be forced to leave it. Attila has rav- 
aged all this part of the country : these plains, so fertile 
and so populous not a fortnight since, when we first is- 
sued forth from the mountains and encamped a two 
days* journey from Tridentum, are now as bare as the 
summit of the Alps, and pot a human being save the 
followers of the mighty king can be seen for miles 
around. The white bones of the Romans who have 
been slain, indeed, whiten the ground ; and troops of 
wolves have followed us from the mountains, as if they 
had been called by the voice of Attila himself to the 
feast he fails not to prepare for them ; but nothing liv- 
ing and breathing is to be seen but ourselves and those 
fierce beasts ; and the day after to-morrow we are ap- 
pointed to march on and carry the same bloody scourge, 
the same fiery sword, farther into the empire." 

Ildica looked up towards the sky. " Oh God !" she 
murmured, "must such things bet Hast thou no 
chosen instrument, as in the days of old, to check the 
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ra^iger in his course, to smite the mighty murderer of 
nations 1" and, clasping her hands together, she fixed 
her eyes upon the ^und, falling into a long, intense fit 
of gloomy meditation. 

" It is strange," she continued, when, rousing herself 
at length from her revery, she found Neva still sitting 
beside her in silence, and gazing anxiously upon her — 
" it is yery strange ! But who can teU the purpose of 
the Almighty ! who can see into the wise counsels of 
the Omniscient t who can tell at what trifling stumbling 
b}ock this great conqueror may fall down, or what 
small and insignificant means may, in the hand of God, 
bring all his sanguinary expeditions to an end 1" 

" I do believe," said Neva, " that when he killed my 
father, Bleda, I should have slain him myself if I had 
ever been within arm's length of him, and alone. But 
he is much loved by his own people, and they keep a 
watch for him ; and now he has been kind to me, and 
wiped out the memory of my father's death by tender- 
ness and affection both to my mother and myself." 

" No personal revenge," said Ildica, thoughtfully, 
'* can ever justify us in shedding a human being's blood 
—at least I think so, Neva ; but in our own defence, or 
in the defence of those we love, or of our country, or 
our faith, surely, surely God, the God of Hosts, will 
hallow and sanctify the deed. I think so, Neva, I be- 
lieve so, but I will meditate upon it: I will inquire 
from the only source where we can find sure guidance." 

" Where is that 1" demanded Neva. 

" In the word of God," answered Ildica, abstractedly, 
and again she fell into a fit of meditation, from which 
her fair companion did not choose to rouse her. At 
length Ildica woke up of herself, and the sort of shad- 
owy gloom which had hung upon her seemed in a de- 
gree banished by reflection ; for when she looked up, a 
smile, faint and chastened indeed, but still most beauti- 
ful, played upon her lip for a moment. 

** I cannot but think, dear Neva," she said, " I cannot 
but hope, that we have been combating imaginary ad- 
versanes. Why should Attila think of me 1 why should 
any idle beauty that you talk of make him persecute 
one who never injured him, or wrong a man who, like 
Theodore, has served him well, and whom he himself 
.professes to love." 

^' You know him not, Ildica, you know him not," re* 
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plied Neva ; *^ his passions are fierce, and devouring as 
the fiame ; and we poor women, but the slaves of his 

Keasures, are no more in his eyes than merchandise, 
ings to be used while they please, and to be cast away 
when the gloss of novelty is gone. Besides,. those paii- 
(Rons, though they once had a check, have now none. 
He is changed, Ildica, he is changed ! Within the last 
two years a change has come over him which renders 
him no longer the same man. In former days you 
might rely upon his justice, if not upon his humanity ; 
you might trust in his friendship as much as you were 
compelled to fear his enmity. He was sincere, though 
never frank ; and those who knew Attiia well could cal- 
culate his rising up, and bis going down, and his course 
throughout the day, as surely as they could calculate 
the rising and setting of the sun himself. But he is 
changed, Ildica, he is changed ! He has grown suspi- 
cious of his dearest friends, deceitful towards those 
who love him biest, intemperate in all things ; and while 
by day he revels in blood, at night he revels in wine, 
tul drunkenness closes the day which was begun with 
slaughter. The only thing that ever withholds him 
from gratifying his desires is shame ; and if we can but 
keep thee from his thoughts till thy lover returns, the 
fear of sinking lower in the esteem of his chieftains 
will keep him from doing thee a wrong, from violating 
his word." 

" But why should I fear," said Ildica, " more than all 
the many women who, I learn, are in the camp." 

" Because thou art more beautiful than thein all," an- 
swered Neva, looking up in her face with a smile. 

** Yes, but he let Eudochia go," replied Ildica ; " he 
suffered her to depart without one apparent wish to 
stay her ; and she was much more beautiful than I ant 
—younger, lovelier in every way." 

"Oh no," cried Neva, " not half so lovely ! But, be- 
sides, if I must tell thee all, I heard my cousin Ellac, 
the great king's son, contriving with Onegisus to inflame 
Attila's love for thee. He has hated Theodore ever 
since he set foot among our tribes, and he knew that he 
could take no more terrible revenge upon him, that he 
could bring down no more certain destruction upon his 
head, than by raising up against him Attiia as a rival in 
his love. I heard them lay their plot, and I know that 
they executed it in part. For that purpose was Theo- 
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dore sent forth ^ for that puipose wert thou kept here; 
and had it not been for thy illness and for Ardaric'9 
protection, who loves thy promised husband, thou hadst 
received, ere this time, terrible proofs that our feans fo)r 
thee are anything but vain." 

" I do remember," answered Ildica, " that on that sad 
night before Theodore's departure, one of the barbarian 
leaders, a noble-looking man, whom he called Ardaric» 
and in whom he afterward bade me trust implicitly, 
came to us, and warned him of some approaching 
danger — " 

.."It was I who warned Ardaric," intenrupted Neva, 
** because I knew that he was sincere and true, and 
loved thy Theodore well. AU that he knew he heard 
irom me, or from that unhappy Moor, that deformed and 
mutilated negro, whom thou hast seen twice follow me 
into thy tent. He also watched and saw much ; and, 
with a shrewdness all his own, perceived that Attila 
was not unwilling to follow where his baser son would 
lead him." 

Ildica clasped her hands and gazed down upon the 
ground. " Oh, Neva !" she said at length, " you must aid 
and protect me ; for — ^though I know, and feel sure, that 
if the hoiur of difficulty were to come I should find cour- 
age, on the instant, to behave as befits my race and 
nation — though I feel sure and confident that there is no 
act which I should fear to do, that justice and my honour 
required of me — yet, Neva, yet I would fain shrink from 
the trial. In the contemplation of it I am but a woman ; 
and my very soul sinks, faint and dispirited, at the very 
thought of what I may be called upon to suffer and to do.** 

" I will aid you, I will assist you, dear Ildica," replied 
Bleda's daughter; **and there are many more in the 
camp who can assist you better, and who are willing to 
do so too ; but I hear some one in the outer tent. It is 
the voice of Zercon, I think, speaking with your slaves 
In him, too, you may trust ; for he is one who will be 
faithful unto death. He has known me from a child, 
and loves me well ; and, since my father's death, there 
is scarce a bitter cruelty in all the Jong dark catalogue 
of inflictions which man's savage, demon-like heart has 
invented, that Attil^^ not practised upon him. He 
hates Attila, theref^HRid he loves all who are perse- 
cuted by his perse<flBR." 

*' I have heard Theodore mention him," replied Ildica. 
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"Did he not aid in his escape? I would fain see him 
again, and speak with him. All who may assist or aid 
me are valuable to me, dear Neva." 

Neva advanced, and drew back the curtains of the 
' inner tent for a moment, saying, " Dost thou seek me, 
Zerconi What wouldst thou with me 1 Come hither, 
and speak with me," she added, ere the man could reply. 
Returning to the side of Ildica, she seated herself near 
her on the cushions; while the negro, Zercon, came 
forward, and drew the curtains of the tent behind him. 

" I came to warn you," he said, " that there are orders 
gone forth for the whole host to move forward by 
dawn of day to-morrow, upon Verona itself. Be wary, 
be cautious, lady," he added, fixing his eyes upon Ildi- 
ca; '*sdl has gone well as yet; but the mafice of enemies 
has but a hght slumber." 

'* My friend," said Ildica, in a calm but sad tone, '^I 
have to thank thee both for thine interest \n myself and 
for the services thou hast rendered to one dearer to me 
than myself. This sweet lady near me, thy dead mas- 
ter's cmld, tells me that thou wilt befriend me, and will 
be faithful unto me even unto death." 

" That were saying little, lady," replied the negro. 
" Death, to me, is not a thing to he feared. I will serve 
thee, if I can, through severer trials than that ; though 
I think that all the skill of Attila himself will hardly 
discover a new torture or indignity which the body of 
man can suffer — without being separated from the spirit 
— that he has not already practised upon this wretched 
frame." 

" I am sorry for thee, my friend, I am sorry for thee,** 
replied Ildica. " Thy sufferings should teach us to bear 
our lesser evils with more patience and fortitude." 

" Lady," said Zercon, " the difference between thy 
state and mine renders the computation of evils in our 
several cases very different also. Those evils, which 
to you are of the greatest magnitude, to me are less 
than the sting of a piping gnat ; and it is not that we 
bear them differently, but that our states from infancy 
to this hour have rendered them really different. You 
have been nurtured in ease, in peace, and happiness. 
God made you beautiful as th^^^and poured through 
your young veins a stream of ^^Br blood, drawn from 
a source of mighty conquerol^ Philosophers and 
schoolmen taught you how to enjoy; and wise and 
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path of virtue, and bade you prize honour as much, or 
more than life. Your heart and feelings, your mind and 
soul, even like your tender body itseSf, are subject to a 
thousand pangs, acute and dreadful,' to which mine are 
«11 insensible, I, bom on an arid soil, sprung from a 
despised race, gifted with deformity, nurtured in hard- 
ship, companion from my infancy with famine, thirst, 
disease, and pain, tutored but to bear, and bred up in the 
bitterest school of suffering — I look upon evils which 
to other men are great, as enjoyment — actual happiness i 
I may have heard the voice of philosophy, too ; I may 
have listened to wise and learned men ; but the only 
doctrine which has been preached to me is to suffer aU 
things — the only lesson that I have learned through life 
has been endurance. The couch that feels hard to 
other men as a flinty rock, is a bed of down to me. 
Contumely and disgrace have lost their sting : my body 
is insensible to* blows, and my heart to indignity. If I 
lie down to rest without the mutilating knife of tyranny 
lopping away my limbs, I maiic the day with a white 
stone, and cry ! * Oh happy chance V And though I have 
been too well tutored in bearing the worst ever to take 
refuge at the altar of death, where tyrants dare not fol- 
low, till fate shall lead me thither, yet, when the hour 
comes that opens that sanctuary to me, how glad will 
be its shelter, how heavenly its repose. Lady! oh, 
beautiful lady ! if you can give me any service which 
€an merit death, I will bless you as for an inestimable 
boon." 

** Alasl my friend; I know not what may come,'' an- 
swered Ildica, with tears standing in her eyes. " The 
Jtime may not be far distant when I, too, shall look to 
^eath as the only relief." 

" I understand yoji, lady," answered Zercon, " and I 
know your danger ; but it is one from which your own 
hand can righteously deliver you if ever it becomes im- 
ininent. Zircon— -the poor, the desi»sed Zercon— can 
give you a gifl worth more than a talent of gold in the 
hour of peril. Look here !" and, approaching closer to 
Udica, he drew from his bosom a small dagger, the 
blade of which might be somewhat more than a span 
in length. The haft was small, and formed of ivory; 
«nd the Idade, whedfce took it from the sheath« though 
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dull in colour and in polish, was evidently as sharp ais a 
knife both at. the point and edge. 

'* This steel,'' continued Zercon, " hard as a diamond 
and sharp as a graver's tool, would, if struck with a 
firm hand, pierce the strongest corslet that ever came 
from the armorer's anvil. In the hand of an infant, it 
would slay a giant ; and I give it unto yoi|, lady, against 
the hour when terror shall give place to resolution, and 
horror shall conquer fear." 

He spoke like a prophet ; and Ildica took the dagger, 
and gazed upon its blade. *' Do you mean," she asked, 
after a Ions pause, '' that I should use this thing against 
my own life 1" 

" No," answered Zercon, eagerly ; " no ! I have never 
used it against mine ; but I have felt that there was a 
point at which endurance was bound to stop ; and that, 
if the time should come when opportunity favoured the 
blow, I was called upon by the immutable command of 
nature to strike in my own defence. That opportunity 
has never come ; for it would but little serve me, when 
a tyrant ordered his slaves, to cut away my ears or my 
thumbs, to take the life of one or two of his instru- 
ments. Had he been within arm's length himself, he 
had died as surely as I lived." 

Ildica mused with a melancholy look, still holding the 
dagger on her knee, while Neva, with the negro slave, 
gazed up in her face. The Moor seemed to read her 
thoughts. " Lady," he said, *' I hold the same faith as 
you do. I have held it from toy youth ; but I am justi- 
fied. Read in that book, if thou canst read ; not in the 
latter part alone, but in the former also ; and thou shalt 
find that our country's defence or our own has been held 
Just and righteous cause for slaying the oppressor. 
Lady, I say no more. Conceal the weapon m your 
robe ; and should you ever have cause to use it, let it 
be no hasty, ill-considered blow, aimed in the terror of 
the moment, but with calm deliberation, in a chosen 
time, with the strength of virtue and of justice, and the 
firmness of conscious right. I have given you what, 
if wisely used, is better than a jewel ; but I will serve 
you with my heart's dearest blood to avoid the neces- 
sity of ever using it ; and now farewell." 

He retired as he spoke ; and Jldica, taking up the 
dagger, held it for a moment firml)mn her hand, an^ then 
placed it in her bosom. Neva gazed upon her as she 
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did so with a look of deep emotion ; and then, sinking 
on her knees beside the fair Roman, threw her arms 
around her, and hid her face upon her lap, murmuring^ 
" Oh, may you never have to use it !" 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THt POWER OF RBSOLUTIOZr. 

ScABCXLT was Zercon gone when the hangings of the 
tent whieh he had let fall behind him were agmn pushed 
aside, and an old woman, of some barbarian tribe, 
frightful in features, and fantastically dressed, entered 
and stood before Ildica. Neva started up; and when 
Ahe beheld this personage she turned very pale. 

" What wouldst thou 1" demanded Ildica, in her own 
language ; but the woman did not seem to understand 
her, and continued to gaze upon her from head to 
foot. 

" What wouldst thou 1" repeated Neva, in the Hun- 
nish tongue ; in reply to which the old crone burst into 
a loud and scornful laugh, adding, " I came to see what 
I have seen !'' and, turning as she spoke, she left the 
tent without waiting for further inquiries. 

" Who IB that, dear Neva V demanded Ildica. " She 
is rude and strange in her demeanour." 

" Alas ! alas !" replied Neva ; " I fear her coming 
bodes no good. She is skilled in healing, and dwells 
among the wives of Attila i and I doubt not that she 
has been sent to see if thou art still as ill as we have 
reported." 

At these words Ildica herself turned pale, and gazed 
anxiously upon the countenance of Neva. She had no 
time, however, to inquire further ; for scarcely had the 
woman left the tent when there was a cry of '* Attila ! 
Attila ! The king ! the king !" and the domestic attend- 
ants, who had followed the fair Roman girl and her 
mother through aU their fortunes, ran in with looks of 
apprehension from the outer, tent, and surrounded their 
beloved mistress 

The moment after the cry of " Attila ! Attila !" was ro- 
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Seated, the hangings were again drawn back, and t&i^ 
ark monarch of the Huns advanced at once into- the 
tent. There was a mortal paleness upon Ildiea's coun- 
tenance ; but, from the moment that the cry of '* Atti- 
la ! Attila 1" had somided on her ear till the moment 
that he came into her presence, the eyes of those who 
surrounded her saw an expression of high and noble 
resolution gathering vtpoa that fair, lofty forehead, 9» 
the electric clouds upon a summer^s day may be seen 
rolling round some mountain peak, till that which, in 
the morning light, was all clear and fair, becomes, ere 
noon, awful in the proud majesty of the coming storm. 

All rose and retired a step as Attila entered, except 
Ildica ; but she, with queenlike calmness, kept h»s 
place : and it was wonderful to all eyes to behold thai 
sweet and gentle girl> full of tenderness and .soft affec-t 
tions, changed in a moment, by the power of a great 
mind and mighty resolution, into a proud and lordly 
being, fit to cope with the great conqueror of one half, 
of the earth. There she sat immoveable, gazing with 
the unquailing light of her lustrous eyes upon the dark 
monarch as he advanced towards her ; and even Attila 
himself— though the cause was surprise and admiration 
enly — ^paused for a single instant midway in hi» ap- 
proach, and scarcely could believe his eyes, that tlus 
was the same creature whom he had last beheld dis* 
solved in tears beside her departing brother. Hei 
beauty, however, was as radiant, though it shone 
through another air ; and, again advancing, he seated 
himself beside her calmly on the cushions, saying, 
"They have deceived me: they told me you were 
ill!" 

" I have been ill, oh king !" replied Ildica, in a voice 
not a tone of which faltered, even in the slightest de» 
gree, " I have been ill, very nearly unto death." 

"Illness seldom wears so lovely a form," replied 
Attila, in a softened voice. " Attila trusts that thou 
art better, fair maiden; else thy beauty belies thy 
state." 

** I am better, oh king," answered Ildica ; " and 1 
trust thai a few days more of repose may restore me 
Gompldtel]^ unto health." 

" Were it not better for thee," said Attila, " to seek 
the open £ur> and draw in the pure breath of the sum- 
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waHtar day« thail, sittinff here in tbe close atmosphere of 
a tent, to waste the hours of sunshine 1** 

" The covering of this tent, oh king,*' replied ndica^ 
boldly, ^' shuts out from me more things than the pure 
air ; and if, in j^oinff forth t should gain iLdVantnge m>nl 
tlie s#eet bteiath of htaVen visiting my lips, the sights 
that I shoiild behold woUld carry tenfold poison to my 
heart by the sure channel of the ej^e— at teasi) if all be 
tole that I have heard.'* 

*' What hast thdu h^afd V d<?manded Attila, quickly^ 
iroUing his eye ov^r those that surrounded them, *' what 
hast thou h(sard, swe^t Ildica V 

*' t have heard,'' she replied, unwilling to <*all dowit 
the anger of thai terrible monalrch iipoti aiiy one else^ 
however suireshe might b& of en(;ountering it ultimate- 
ly herself—" I have heard but the usual tale of war- 
iare : I have hc«rd of populous cities taken and made 
desolate ; of blOod drowning out the fire on the dear 
domestic hearth : of thousands and tens of thousands 
slaughtered, and their bodies lying unburied in the fields, 
Qf nailed, if they resisted, to the treiBS of their own 
ftnlitful gatdens. I have heaird of the whole land swept 
of its produce, its arts obliterated, its monvincnts de- 
•tiroyed, its husbandmen slain, even its women iLnd 
tbildren put to the sword — and that land my countr)r !" 

8he paused ; but Attila made no reply, and sat listen- 
ing as if h^ expected her to go On. " Patdon me, oh 
king," continued lldica — ** pardon me, if I am bold to say 
thtts much ; biit as it was ^ef t^hich brought me near- 
ly unto death lit firsts-deep; bitter grief!-! am told 
that any grief whatsoever, added anew, m^iy complete 
what the qther left undone^ and bring me at once uiito 
the grave." ^ 

.^ A mother's deilth," replied Attila, without any sign 
bf anger at the bold and proud denieanour of the fair 
koman girl — ^' a moiher'6 deaths so sUdden and unex- 
pected, might well shake the strength and fortitude of 
a daughter ; bui^ as to other things, I see not why she 
should let her mind rest upon them.*^ 

^ Let me not boast, oh king !" replied lldica, resolved 
to leaVe no Word unspoken which might guard her 
against all she feared — ** let me not boast, but yet I 
may say, my fortitude is never shaken. It was the 
bomly strength gave way, and not the resolution of the 
heart. Neither was it a mother's loss alone : that wai 
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the last of many sorrows. Before it went the partiif|[ 
with my brother and the sister of my heart ; and before 
that again the still bitterer parting with ray pFothised 
husband, with him I loved, and always have loved,* bet- 
ter than anything on earth." 

Attila's brow grew dark, and he fixed his eyes bitterly 
upon the ground. Ildica marked the expression, how- 
ever much he strove to control it, but she proceeded all 
the more eagerly ; and had he been a tiger ready fo* 
the spring, still she would have gone on. "Yes, oh 
king ! that, though the first, was the bitterest stroke of 
all — for who shall tell how I love him, how deeply, how 
sincerely, how beyond all other things I love him. 
Without him, life to me is a dark blank ; and when you 
forbade our union, and sent him from me to a distant 
land, you struck the blow that undermined my health ; 
you filled high the cup that my mother's death caused 
afterward to overflow." 

She paused again, and Attila looked up and replied^ 
" Thy voice is sweet and musical, lovely girl, but thy 
words are harsh and somewhat grating to mine ear. 
Attila seeks not to make thee unhappy; but be not 
rash, and change the tenderness which he feels for thee 
and thine into a less gentle temper. I would not force 
thee to behold sights which may be painful to a wo- 
man's eye ; but to-morrow early, thou, as well as the 
rest, must set out upon our onward march." 

" Must we then go on," said Ildica ; " I had hoped, 
as thou hast encamped here long, some cause might in- 
duce thee to turn thy fiery swoM another way, and not 
let the edge fall heavy upon Rome." 

"We must upon our march!" replied Attila, "we 
must upon our march! The country around us is 
exhausted of its stores. We have dried up the land of 
its wine and oil, like the summer's sun shining on a 
scanty brook. All is consumed ; and where the foot of 
Attila's horse has trod grows no grass afterward. I 
paused here," he added, with a grim smile, "because 
my son sent me word that a pitiful city of the Vene- 
tian province resisted the army of Attila, one of those 
stony piles in which you Romans love to dwell, called 
Aquileia." 

"What? Aquileia, the beautiful, the proud," ex- 
claimed Ildica, " the provincial Rome V 

" The same," replied A^ttila. " It dared to shut its 
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gates against those I sent to possess it; and when I 
reached them myself, I found that it had made its resist- 
ance good. U was different from the usual Roman 
towns. There were more than women and boys with- 
in, ^fhe catapult and balista had been plied in vain. 
The walls held out ; and as I rode around, the soldiers 
on the towers, in their fancied security, laughed loud, 
and mocked the arms of Attila. But there was a cer- 
tain stork — wiser, by the gods' own teaching, than the 
fools within — who saw the horse of Attila pause before 
1^ spot where she had built her nest upon the ram«> 
parts, and, auguring destruction to the towers on which 
he looked, she took her young ones on her back, and 
flew away for ever. Over the fragments of her nest, 
strewed upon the ruins of that wall, passed the horse 
of Attila ere nightfall ; and now let after ages look for 
Aquileia, and fim) some scattered stones spread over a 
desolate plain. The brothers of those who defended it 
shall never gather their bones into their family sepuL- 
chre ; for the flames of that city have confounded all« 
and nothing but dust is left. Thus perish all who resist 
the will of Attila," he added, and fixed his eyes full oa 
-Udica. 

" They did but die," replied the Roman girl, and she 
gave him back his glance as proudly as it was sent. 
The liglit of irrepressible admiration rose in that 
mighty monarch's eyes, and for several minutes he re- 
mained gazing upon her in silence ; but there mingled 
with that steadfast look an expression which, in spite 
of every effort, called the quick and modest blood into 
the cheek of Ildiea. 

" Those whom Attila loves," said the king, " are as 
sure of benefits as those who resist him of punish- 
ments ; and surely the regard of one, before whom the 
-proudest monarchs of the earth bow down their heads, 
IS a prize worth having to those whose hearts are noble 
and their spirit high. The great, the generous, and the 
lofty minded should ever love each o^her ; and I say 
to thee, fair maiden, that thy noble and thy daring 
mind has this day commanded the esteem of Attila 
more fully than even thy radiant, thine unequalled 
beauty has called forth the admiration of his eyes." 

•* Esteem, oh Atiila !" replied Udica, in a calm, sol- 
emn tone, " must ever create esteem ; for it is founded 
^a virtue, and ever springs from it. Those we esteem 
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we wonM ncrer debaae» and dare Hot injarc ; and Ildiet 
rests tranquiHy upon the esteem of AttUa for proiac* 
lion against aU ^en— ^even should it be against lum^ 
•elf.'' . - 

Attila cast down his ey^s, and for Svi^ew^mpments re? 
mained in thought; Uifn turning. tj^^lbe attendsnta 
|ound» he said, in a tone that admittedr|Mmi^y» '* Leare 

usr ' • ' uiH^. 

One by one, those who stood p^e%t^ll the tenti 
Neva following more slowly and with^'dowFncast eyes. 
Ildica liftfd her heart to heaven, and pcRSKfid internally 
ioT strength and wisdom, fpr she felt thitt'the hour m 
Irial might be coming ntsar. The hangings of the teni 
iell; but scarcely ha^ they fallen when there camf 
tndden voices sounding eagerly i^ithout, and in a nuH 
ment after Qne^^us entered the presence o$ Attila. 

''• Let me die if I have oflfended* qh mighty king I** be 
imid, in breathless haste ; ^^ bqt 1 have tidings thai adh 
mit no delay." 

'* Speak them !" said Attila. 

'* iEtius, oh king, has passed the moui^tain^/' rraUe4 
the chief ; ** he brings with him the legions of Uaid^ 
Valeiitinian has left Ravenna, and gathers an army un- 
der the walls of Rome. The fleets of Marcian are upon 
the Adnatic. ' 

Attila listened without a chanM of countenance. 
*•' Thy news from the Kast is false,'' hp aaid : ^* Marcian 
Btirs not. Yalentinian is a fly in a sp^^r's web. Is i( 
sure that iPtius has passed the mountains ?" 

'* The tribe of Ilgours, who were in the country of 
the Burgundians," replied Onegisus, ^* followed hia 
inarch, and have sent on messengers to wani thie king.'* 

^'Then it is true," said Attila, r*aing, '^ and we musl 
scourge him back into Gaul. Attila marches for Milan. 
I leave you, my fnend, to tread upon Verona and Padua^ 
and to sweep the plains behind me of all adversaries. 
Leave ^nothing dangerous behind, and fqllow with all 
speed. Where are Ardarip and Valwmirt lliey raiisf 
^cpoqupapy m^ this night !" land with a slow and delib- 
erate step he Ipft the tent, giving no sign of emotion of 
any kind, unless his leaving Ildica without a word« or 
^ven a look, might be construed into a proof of how 
much the tidings he had just heard affected ^im at heart. 

Ildica lifted her eyes to heaven, and clasped her 
^smds, exclaiming, " Oh God, tbpu dost not desert i^ 
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in my utmost need ! On thee will I rely !" and, with a 
heart relieved, she burst into a long but happy flood of 
tears. 

" To MUan !" she thought—" to Milan ! That is far 
off. ^tius, loo, is before him. Ere I shall see his face 
again, Theodore will have returned, and I shall be de- 
livered !^' aiid*again she wept. Her attendants flocked 
iiround hec^^iMl some seeing her state, without know- 
ing why, mii|||||Bfd;their tears with hers. 

" Weep not, diy friends," she said at length — ^** weep 
not! I vreep-kor joy! Leave me alone for a while; 
and give me the ivory serinium with the silver clasps. 
There is a book therein I would lain read to tranquil- 
lize my mind." 

The attendants obeyed ; and bringing her the casket 
which she had mentioned, set it down beside her and 
retired. Ildica opened the serinium, and, from among 
a number of rolls of parchment and papyrus, selected a 
manuscript in vellum, gathered together into the form 
of two or three small volumes, and pored eagerly upon 
the pages, seeming to find there matter for deep medita- 
tion and solemn interest. Now, her eye ran rapidly 
over the lines, and her hand turned the pages without 

{lause ; and' then again she would suddemy .8^p« and 
ooking up, as if for light and direction, would think for 
several minates over what she had just read, as if the 
sense w<ece doubtful, or the precept difficult of applica- 
tion. But the book wa3 one which, in every age since 
first its words were traced upon that page of light, has 
jcaused, and well might cause, the mind of man to lose 
itself in lofty musings. It was the book which to the 
eye of the inspired patria;:ch of old was shown, in th9 
vision of those heavenly steps by which the angels of 
Ood came .down to «arth, and ascended back again on 
high. It was the book which leads, the soul, step by 
atep, from the thoughts of earth, and the common and 
/amiUaf |)hings which the mind of man can grasp, up to 
those wide and sublime regions where, standing at the 
footstool of the Almighty throne, we still gaze up on 
high, and thought loses itself in the boundless space of 
mercy, power, and wisdom. It was that book, down 
each gradation of 'which angels and prophets c^me to 
visit earth, and lead back into heaven the just, the hum- 
ble, and the true, * 
There, as she read, the eye might see the history of 
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that gaered Being during his short 9t^7 on earth, whom 
^fe was mercy and punty ; whose words were wladiMi 
and holiness; whose birth and whose death i#im 
equally miraculous and beneficent, an example, a teach- 
er, a guide, a sacrifice, an atonement. There, too, aa 
her eye ran back over the long record, which marks 
the preservation of the revealed knowledge of our Qod, 
holy, and true, and wise, throughout ages and among 
nations, corrupt, perversej unfaithful, the eve might 
trace the simple, touching story of the early lathers of 
inaukind. sind see displayed in the candid words of Di- 
vine trqtti theif thoughts, their errors, and their virtueSi 
without a shade of palliation or excuse. There lay re-; 
▼ealed the mighty trial of Abraham^s triumphant faith ; 
there, the sw^t history of Joseph and his little brother; 
there, the tale of Ruth, and of the widow arid her son, 
and the niighty faults and virtues of Israer9 psalmist 
king ; there, his son^s instructive wisdom and nacmitorjr 
fall; there, all those aflfectine scenes which, in their 
grand sin^pitrity, defy the brightest eloquence of eveiy 
people ana of every time, to ifiove the heart of man aa 
they do. 

But it was not on such scenes that the ^e of Ildica 
principally rested. She sought for ntatters more asairo- 
flating with her fate and fortunes at the time. She 
vead of the battles of the chosen pieople of God, their 
wars, their victories, their reverses. She paused, and 
thought upon the history of Sisera and Jael ; but oh, how 
her heart thrilled when she read the tale of the tyrant 
i^arrior, from whom a woman^s hand delivered the peo- 

Sle of the Lord ! She read I she trembled \ she gasped 
)r breath ! She laid down the book and wept alouo ! 
Oh let ns leave the secret feelings of her heart to 
commune with themselves undisclosed ! for who can 
say what those feelings were, how deep, hqw sad, how 
terrible 1 Who can tell them all perfepUv, who can 
display the struggle, and the mingling, and the strife, 
wherein a thousand opposing thoughts, and hopes, an^ 
fears, bright sympathies, noble aspirationa, lofty pnrpo- 
ges. and mighty inspirations, together with woman^ 
shrinking modesty, intense love, and teiKier natareji 
contended like hostile nations beqt on mutujEil destmo- 
titm within the n irrow battle-field of that fnir, beautifiili 
bosom ? WIto can tell them all ? and, if not all, should 
we uide witU apart t Oh no, no ! we have said eqgiu^l 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

THB WSAK AGAINST THS STRONO. 

Tbrouqe the most fertile plain that Eqrope can dis- 
play, amid the olive and the tig, the loaded vine and the 
ripening corn, with on one side a vast and interminable 
view over lands laughing in the richest sifts of natKiPOt 
and on |he other mounting np into the sky the gigantie 
mountains which separate that bright land from sdl the 
rest of earth, passed on a multitude of those savage 
warriors, who wer^ destined to change the rich plaina 
of Lombardy from the garden of the world to the most 
desolate spot of this quarter of the globe. 

But, alas! not alone did those Serce warriors take 
their way, unaccQinpanied by any qf the children of the 
•oil. On the contrary, closely followiqg^ their march, 
appeared a body which contained within itself sad sam- 
pler of all the vice, the weakness^ the baseness of the 
land. There was the skilful engineer, whose warlike 
but not perilous art proyided the means of destruction 
for other men'^f hands to use ; there was the theoretic 
strategist, whose pen prepared the plans of battles that 
he could not fight ; there the sculptor ^nd the limner, 
ready ever to transmit unto posterity the features of 
those whose actiqas comn^anded admiration, though not 
applause ; there the thousand fawning slaves, ready to 
forget all ties, so Iqng as they could cover baser bonds 
by the golden ties of intere^^ Qesides all these were 
the captives, not chained,.ihdeed, bqt dragged along by 
fetters as powerful as ringn ofiron, selected and pre* 
served from slaughtered mytMUur a fate worse than 
death itself, on account of thoseqit^lities which adorn 
and beautify the blessed state of freedom. Beauty, skill, 
strength, and activity: these were the sad gifts that 
purchased slaveiy. 

In the midst of these — ^herself a captive, though sur- 
rounded by her own slaves, now all in bondage to a,i^ 
Other-^was borne along the fair Dalmatian girl, whosq 
fate has occupied so much of our attention. Her way 
ir«f ^IfM^red by pvtieci o( the Iluott ^ppoiA^ e^pcci^dJF 
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for that purpose ; and honours, too queenlike, awaited 
her wherever she paused. In many a place she found 
garlands strewed in her way, and tutored rejoicings 
greeted her at every resting-place. But oh ! the cold- 
est silence, the most icy indifference would have con- 
veyed more warmth to her heart than those demonstra- 
tions of a distinction which she feared. Seldom, very 
seldom did she raise her eyes; but, poring earnestly 
on a book before her, seemed buried in contemplations 
from which no external objects could awaken her. 
Twice only during the second day's journey from Ve- 
rona did she look up, andjthen her attention was called 
forcibly towards too terrible a sight by the wild ejacu- 
lations of the attendants who surrounded her. On either 
side of the road appeared, when she did look up, a rang« 
of trees, which had been planted to afford a pleasant 
shelter to the weary wayfarer from the burning rays of 
the summer's sun. But now, fixed upon those trees^ 
were immense crosses of wood, on each of which, ex- 
tended by nails in the hands and feet, was seen the dead 
body of a human being, contorted with the agonies of a' 
painful death. Nor had one nation alone nor one coun- 
try furnished the victims for that awful sacrifice ; for 
there were seen the dark-visaged Hun, the fair- haired 
Frank, the large-limbed Goth, the strong-featured Ro- 
man — all, in short, against whom any charge of deceit 
or infidelity towards Attila and the Hunnish nation couWl 
be brought, were arrayed in fearful assemblage to terri^' 
the passer-by. 

Ildica gazed on them when her attention was forced 
towards them; and then, clasping her hands, she looked 
up on high, while her hps murmured woman's prayer 
for patience under all the sad scenes which she was 
destined to act in and behold. Then again, casting 
down her eyes, she strove to avoid, as far as possible, 
such fearful sights, hoping that brighter days and more 
joyful objects might come, and blot them out for ever 
from the tablets of memory, or soften the harsh lines 
so that they should be no longer painful. But still, as 
they marched onward, fresh scenes of desolation aqd 
horror were forced upon her sight, and, whether she 
would or not, the indignant heart swelled up, and a voice 
within her bosom exclaimed, " Oh for a warrior's soul 
and a warrior's might ! Oh for an ancient Roman's un- 
daunted energy, to stem this dark aod ruinous torrent 
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in its course, to drive back the destroyer of my native 
Ittod, to snatch the bloody scoqrge out of the nand of 
Ikte, and hurl it for ever into the gulf of death !** 

At length a larg[e and magnificent city appeared be* 
tore her ; and Ildica prepared her eyes to behold the 
tfame utter destruction which she had beheld in every 
ather town. Her astonishment was ^eat, however, on 
entering Mediolanum,* to behold the mhabitants pursu- 
ing their ordinary occupations ; the shopn opened, and 
^heir wares exposed in the very presence of those ruth- 
k»s barbarians ^ho had pome to spoil and desolate the 
land. It is t**ue, the great body of Attila^s army ws^ 
encamped without its walls, and that but a few thqi)- 
sand of the Huns were peripHted to enter the city ; but 
fltlU, with its i^tes in their possession, and its walls 
covered by their troops, Milan was at the mercy of the 
^qnnish multitude, and nothing but the awful name of 
Attila saved it from destruction. 

The troops of Onegisus en*ered not the gates of the 
city; but the litter of Ildica was borne forward through 
the principal streets, and at length stopped befire t^ 
inagnificent pile of builditig, which was, in fact, the 
|t>yal palace of Milan. Those who accompanied her 
waited for directions from some one within ; and, after 
a brief pause, the litter was again carried on into the in- 
terior of the palace. At the foot of the great staircase 
it. was set dov^n, s^nd Ildica with her attendants v^as 
lAde to follqw on foot. From room tP room, from hall 
to hall, from gallery to gallery, she was led onward by 
•everal of the barbarian chiefs, beholding, as she ad- 
vanced, with wonder, not unmixed with peasure, that, 
amid all the splendour which that building displayed, 
amid all the moninnents of art which it contained, no 
act of violence hj^d been perpetrated by the hand of the 
barbarians, bi|t that there every ol^ect remained un- 
touched, or at least uninjured. At one spot, indeed, 
ihe beheld a psfnter busily employed in labouring with 
the brush upon the walls, but he wss a Rornan : and on 
looking nearer she perceived that he was making a com- 
plete change in one of the pictures, which represented 
some barbarian kings kneeling at the feet of a Roman 
limperor. 

^f What doest thou, my friend V* she asked. 
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" I am working at the command of the mighty Attila,^' 
replied the painter, '* in order to change this picture so 
as to suit the changes of the time. When I have done, 
two Roman emperors will be seen kneeling at the feet 
of a Scythian king." 

Ildica walked on without reply, feeling bitterly in her 
heart the truth of the sad lesson which AttUa thus 
taught. 

At the farther extremity of the building she found 
the apartments assigned to her ; and in a moment or 
two after she had entered them, and when the Huns 
who conducted her had withdrawn, Neva, whom ehe 
had not beheld for many days, approached, and took her 
fondly in her arms. The girPs countenance was sad, 
however, and while she gazed upon Ildica the tears 
rose in her eyes. 

'^Shadl I say welcomed she asked — "shaU I say 
welcome, when I fear that much grief awaits youf 
shaJl I say welcome to a place where you must hear 
many things that will grieve you ?" 

At these words the dull, heavy weight fell again upoQ 
Ildica^s heart, and the struggle recommenced, the pain? 
ful struggle, of strong and high-minded resolution against 
woman^s natural fears and apprehensions. -* ^peak," 
she replied, *' speak, dear Neva, Tell me what new 
cause of sorrow and of terror has arisen. Tell me 
what step has been taken in the warfare that fate seems 
resolved to wage against my happiness on earth." 

'* Alas !" replied Neva, ** alas ! that my lip shoiild 
tell it ; but it is only right to warn thee of what you 
might hear too soon from other lips, and might hear 
unprepared. Attila speaks of thee often ; Attila speaks 
of thee with love : Attila speaks of thee as of one des- 
tined to be his*; and thou knowest, Ildica, that his will 
is like the will of fate." 

" Not so, Neva ; not so," replied Ildica. " There is 
a will above his !" But while she thus expressed her 
trust, the tears rolled from her eyes in despite of every 
effort, and she wept bitterly. " There is a will above 
his," she said, '* holier, more merciful, and mightier 
far ! In it will I trust, Neva, in it will I trust ! But 
what do I do weeping 1" she added — "what do I dq 
weeping, when I have to think, to resolve, and act ? what 
do I do weeping, when lo he comes, and I have need 
pf vigour, not of tears ; of de|;ermination, ngt of terrojrl 
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Hear yoii not his step, hear you not his step ? He is 
coming ! he is coming ! Hear you not his step V and, 
as she spoke^ she grasped the arm of the fair girl tight 
-in het hand, and gazed towards the door with a look of 
wild and painful anticipation^ which) had it not been too 
well justified by her circumstances^ might well have 
}>assed fbr the vivid but wandering glance of insanity. 

" It is not his foot you hear," replied Neva, fondly 
linking herself to Ildica, and striving to assuage the 
fears which she had herself occasioned. '* That is not 
his step — 1 know it well, Ildica ! I have known it, and 
trembled at it from my infancy. As the beasts of the 
field have an intimation of the earthquake, and fly 
trembling from the walls over which the impending ruin 
is suspended — as the light summer insect, to whom the 
faUing drop of a spring shower is a deadly ocean, finds 
some warning to seek shelter beneath the foliage 
against the coming destruction — as the birds cease their 
song, and the cattle seek the fold before the approach- 
ing storm — so unto me has been given an augury of 
danger and of terror, in the world- shaking step of that 
awful king. I have heard it in the sunshine of summer, 
and the sunshine has been clouded : I have heard it in 
the dead of the night, anfl night has assumed the horror 
of the grave. But hark ! Whoever it is that speaks with 
the attendants without— that voice is not Attila^s, nor 
was the step." 

As she spoke the curtain was withdrawn, and there 
appeared, not the form of the Scythian king, but that 
of Ardaric, chief of the Gepidae. His countenance, as 
we have already said, was naturally frank and open ; 
and, unlike that of Attila, it displayed, as in a highly 
polished mirror, every emotion of his heart, excei)t 
when, by some great effort, he drew an unwonted veil 
over the picture of his thoughts, which there found their 
ordinary expression. His face was now clouded ; and 
advancing towards Neva, he spoke a few words. to her 
in the Hunnish dialect ; and then turning towards Ildica, 
addressed her, though with considerable difficulty, in 
the Latin tongue. 

Agitated, terrified, and confused, it was with difficulty 
Ildica gathered his meaning. She found, however, that 
what he said consisted of warnings of approaching dan- 
ger, like those which Neva had already given, and of 
caution and advice as to how she should avoid or oiit* 
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igate them. Though for the time Ildica^s mind could 
scarcely grasp those counsels, yet they returned b^n^ 
tfciaily to her in tUfe hour of hded. She h^ard him tell 
her that dela}[ to hei^ was more valuable than beaten 
|c)ld) dnd remind her that in her case anv sort of du- 
plicity was justifiable to foil a tjnrant who knew no 
scruples, and joined deceit with power, fiut idl that 
Ildica could reply, under her overpowering s<^nse of the 
fearful struggle she saw approacmng, was, *' Can I not 
fly 1 Oh, can I not fly 1" 

" For fifty miles around on every side," re|dled Ar- 
daric, **the trcinps of the Huns are spread over the 
tountry ; arid fol^ more than fifty miles beyond those, 
scattered parties from a thousand difierent nations, but 
all attached to Attila by vows, by love, or by f^ar,roam 
through the country, and keep, as it were, an outer 
watch on his camp. The eagle may edciipe from the 
net woven to catch A sparrow ; the fion may rend into 
a thousand pieces the toils which were set to catch the 
stag or the elk ; but thou canst no more escape from 
the midst of the host of Attila than a small flir can dis- 
entangle itself from the meshes of the spider." 

Ildica wept bitterly, nor was it with the kind of teats 
ifvhich bring relief. They wefe not tears fol^ the past-*^ 
the dark, irretrievable past, for the beloted and the 
dead, for the hours wasted or the pleasures passed 
away— they were not tears, in short, for any of those 
things which itiay be mourned with mourning sweet 
iLnd profitable — but they were the deep, bitter, fruitless 
tears of apprehension, wrung forth by the agony of a 
fearful but unavoidable fate. She wept bitterly, she 
Ifvept wildly; she noted not Ardaric, she heeded not 
the voice of Neva; Hopes and consolations they of- 
fered her in vain. Advice and direction seemed to fall 
unheeded on her ear : she appeared not to notice their 
presence or be conscious of their sympathy. Indeed; 
so totally was she absorbed in the overpoweting sor* 
irows of her own heart, and the fearful contem[Sation 
of the destiny before her, that she knew not when thev 
left her, or awakened from the vision of her wo tin 
another voice demanded, in a tone that made her sta^ 
wildly from her seat, "Why weepest thou, maiden t 
why weepest thou so bitterly V and AttOa stood be^ 
fore her. 

She gazed upon him with a wandering and animus 
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look while 6ne mi^ht count ten, but then the triumph 
of the powerful mind began again. The moment of 
terror and apprehension was over — the moment of res-' 
olufion and of action was como. Womanly weakness 
had had its hourj and was passed. The Kottian heart 
"Was reawakened by the toice that called her to the triai. 
l*he sight of Atiila, like the fierce sun shining on the 
dewy grass after a storm, dried up the tears in her 
eyes ; and after that brief pause she replied, ** I weep, 
on king! because as a woman I am weak; because I 
am apprehensive of the future : because 1 am uncertaiii 
of the present ; because I grieve for the past. Little 
causo 18 there to ask any one living why he weeps, 
^hou wouldst do mor^ wisely wert thou to ask any on6 
£i this world why he smiles." 

'* Maiden j" replied Attila, *' dost thou think that such 
tague Words can deceive me ! Thinkest thou that so 
thin a teil cah hide the features of thy mind ? Thou 
■Iveepest for thy lover ! thou thinkCKt that he is eithef 
dead or faithless, because he has not come so soon as 
he promised !" 

**Thou art mistaken^ oh Attila!'' replied Ildica; **! 
tieither think him dead— for God protects the good, the 
tirtuous, and the noble — ^nor do I think him faithless ; 
for to judge so harshly of him would be to wrong the 
God who formed his heart, and made it upright, true, 
and constant. I may have fears and apprehensions, but 
they are not of him or of his truth. What they are 
matters not to any oAe ; for though I may be carried 
captive after a mighty conqueror's army, the fre^onK 
of my thoughts he cannot touch ; and I am still at liln 
erty in heart and soul, above his readi, and far beyond 
his power." 

Her words, however bold, seemed to give no offence 
to Attila; but, on the contrary, as she spoke, a brighter 
and a warmer fire glowed up in his countenance, and 
taking her unwilling but unresisting hand, he led her 
bibck to the Mat n'om which she had risen, sayings 
'* Thou art houTas well as beautiful, and well fit to m 
the bride of some great warrior, whose soul is capable 
of prizing such as thine." 

«• May such be my fate !" replied Ildica. " Theodore, 
to whom all my thoughts and feelings are given, is 
worthy of much more than this weak hand. Hast thou 

Vol. U.— 
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heard news of his return, oh king ? aj»d dost thou come 
to make me happ^ with the tidings V^ 

Attila*s brow grew dark for a moment ; but the angry 
cloud soon passed away, and the hght of other passions 
returned to his countenance. "No, Iklka, no!'' he 
said, *' I come not to tell you of his rettra,- for no news 
of liis coming has yet reached the campv though the 
time fixed by his own lips as the utmosi period of his 
i^sence has Wellnigh expired. No, Ildiea, no ! I come 
to tell thee of a brighter and a loftier fate which may 
be thincj if thy mind be capable, as I am sure it is, of 
higher aspirations and more noble hojjes." 

" I seek no loftier fate, oh king !" cried Ildiea, shrink- 
ing from his eager gaze, and striving to delay the ut- 
terance of words by Attila which, with woman's keen 
insight into the heart of man, she knew would bind him 
to pursue his purpose by the bond of pride, stronger^ 
far stronger than even passion itself—'' I seek no lof- 
tier fate, I entertain no higher aspirations ! To be the 
wife of him whom my. heart has loved from infancy to 
womanhood — to wed him who has ioved me through 
every change of fate, through peril and danger, through 
absence and temptation — to wed him who has so loved 
me, and whom I so love, is to my mind the brightest 
fate, the loftiest destiny that woman could obtain." . 

'' But if he be dead V said Attila, fixing his dark eyes 
full upon her. 

"Then," replied Ildiea, seeing the danger of the 
slightest hesitation in her answer to such a suggestion, 
** then will I either die also, or, vowing myself to silent 
prayer, leave for ever an idle and a sorrowful world, 
and hide myself with some of those lone sisterhoods 
who spend their days in solitude." 

" Not sof" answered Attila, drawing closer to her : 
" thou shouldst have a better destiny ; thou shouldst be 
the bride of Attila — ^his chosen, his best beloved bride ; 
honoured and revered above all others; queen of his 
heart ; mistress of his actions ; sovereign of all the na- 
tions that bow to his command." 

Ildiea sprang from his eager arm,; and east herself 
upon her knees before him. The terrible words were 
spoken ! There was no escape left but in determina- 
tion strong as his own ! She could no longer avoid the 
theme most dreaded ; and her task was to meet it boldly 
and at once ! 
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•* Hear me, oh king !" she cried, earnestly—" hear xne ! 
1 am smali, and thou art great ! Hear me, and save me 
even from thyself; I love another deeply, devotedly, 
truly; but even were that other dead, I could never 
love thee as thou wouldst wish to be loved-<-nay, as 
thou deservest to be loved. Mighty warrior! great and 
magnanimous king! imequalled conqtieror! wilt thou 
debase thyself to contend with a woman 1 wilt thou 
degrade thyself to violate the sanctity of thy word, to 
wrong the innocent and the unoffending, to betray those 
who trusted thee, to destroy him who loved thee ? Wilt 
thou risk being defeated by the strong and resolute 
heart of a girl like me? Monarch! I am not in thf 
power, but in God's! To God I will appeal against 
thee ; and sooner than become thy bride, will give my 
ispirii back to Him who lent it. Think not that thou 
canst frustrate my purpose, and debar me of my will. 
A camp has always weapons whereby my own hfe can 
be reached ; no tent but has its cord ; no banquet but 
has its knife. Not a tower of this city but affords me 
the means of defying the mighty power of Attila ; and 
the flinty bed beneath yon window would, to me, seei 
a couch of down compared with thy bndal bed, oh kin^ 
But thou wilt spare me ! thou wilt spare me ! I know 
thy better thoughts and nobler nature. Thou dost but 
try me. Thou wilt still be just, and wise, and esteemed 
of all men ! If Theodore be dead, tell me so ; and I 
will vow myself to God — I can bear such tidings with 
calm grief; but nefer, never can I love Attila as Attila 
should be loved ! Oh, let me reverence and admire him 
still ! Force me not to see in him the pagan king — the 
destroyer of my country — the enemy of my faith-r-the 
slayer of my promised husband — the betrayer of his 
trust — the falsifier of his word— the t3rrant of a woman 
whom he had vowed to protect !" 

So rapidly, so earnestly, so vehemently did she speak, 
and at the same time so lovely did she look in the atti- 
tude of eager supplication, that Attila had neither time 
nor inclination to interrupt her ; and, though admiration 
and tenderness were orossed by jealousy at the words 
of love which she bestowed on Theodore, and by anger 
at the daring terms she feared not to apply to himself, 
he remained silent for a moment after she had done, 
gazing on that splendid countenance and that beautiful 
form, awakened, r .- both face and figure were, into a 
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thousand fresh graces by the imploring earnestness of 
her address. 

**Take care,'^ he exclaimed at length, ''take care. 
Remember, love may be turned into hate ; and the hate 
of Atttla is a thing to be feared/' 

'* Not near so much by me as is his love,*' replied II- 
dica. '* Oh king ! thou canst but slay me, and I fear 
not death. No torture that the cruellest t3nrant ever 
yet invented is equal to the torture of the mind ; and 
were I to wed Attila, could my mind ever be free from 
agony !" 

"Whyl whyl'^ demanded Attila, fiercely. "Is it 
that this form is hateful to thee 1 Is it that this hand, 
which a thousand conquered kings have felt proud to 
kiss, is abhorrent in thine eyes?" 

" No, no ! oh no !" cried Ildica, takiifg the hand that 
he had partly extended, and pressing her lips upon it — 
** no, mighty'king, far from it ! It is that I love another 
with a love that death itself can never change. It is 
that our faith is different, all our thoughts unlike, that 
thou art the avowed enemy of my country. Yet all that 
were nothing compared with my love for another. 
Were he dead to*morrow, still would he live in my 
heart as vividly, as strongly as if I saw him every day. 
This is no vaiii dream, no idle fancy ! I have known it 
and proved it during long, long years of absence : and 
I should but gaze upon thee and think upon him — I 
should live in the past and hate the present for his 
sake ! Oh, mighty Attila ! be generous, be noble ! and 
command, by thine actions, the only kind of love that 
Ildica can yield thee« Heaven is my witness, that far 
from feeling towards thee with the cold abhorrence 
which thou seemest to think I experience — far from 
striving toiiate thee even as the enemy of my country, 
and to regard thee with detestation, as many of my na? 
tion do-^eyer since that day when first in the plains of 
Margus thou savedst the life of him I loved, and aidst free 
me and mine from terrible captivity, I have ever loved 
thee with deep veneration. I have thought of thee as 
at once mighty and generous, a conqueror, but a noble 
one, the enemy of my country indeed, but a great, a 
wonderful, a just, a lofty-minded man. Thus have I 
thought of thee, and thus has my beloved Thepdpre 
ever taught me to think, by word and by letter, by the 
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tale of thy great deeds, and by his knowledge of thy 
noble nature." 

Attila was evidently moved ; and, foldinr his arms 
upon his breast, he turned his eyes from Ildica as if 
from some impulse of shame, and fixed them on the 
ground. The fair girl, however, saw that she had pro- 
duced some eflfect, and she proceeded eagerly in that 
strain which had been thus far successflil. 

"Think, oh Attila," she exclaimed, ** think what has 
been the conduct towards thee of him whom I so 
dearly love. I know not half of what he has done, for 
he boasts not of good actions ; but sure I am that you 
have ever found him faithful, cealous, and true ; and 
thou canst in thine own mind trace, as in a picture, all 
that he has done for thee and thine. Have I not heard, 
here in the camp, that he saved the life of thy youngest 
child, the beautifijl youth whom they call Ernac t Have 
I not heard that in some battle in Gaul more than once 
he risked his life to defend that of Attila 1 Has he ever 
failed thee in the hour of need ? Has he ever spoken to 
thee or of thee one unjust word? Has he ever betrayed 
thee in small things or in great 1 Has he ever been 
untrue to thee, oh king ? And wouldst thou now be- 
tray him ; wouldst thou make his life miserable who 
always sought thy welfare t Wouldst thou take that 
life which was nsked to save thine own ? Wouldst 
thou take his bride, the chief object of his existence, 
from him who, from the jaws of destruction, rescued 
thy beloved child V 

" No, no, no !" cried Attila, taking both the hands 
that she held out towards him in the act of adjuration — 
** no, no ; I will not wrong him ! Thou hast conquered ! 
Whatever I may feel, however strong and burning be 
the passion that thou hast kindled in my heart, I will 
not take his bride from him who saved my son. Rise, 
maiden, rise ! and set your heart at rest ! If the son of 
Paulinus return to claim thee for his bride, his bride 
thou Shalt be, and I will send ye together far from me, 
that the memory of these feelings may never be reawa- 
kened by the sight of thy beauty. A week hence is the 
utmost term that he allowed himself to return ; I will 
add thereunto another week ere I see thee a|^in, that I 
may not increase the fire that bums even now within 
my heart. If he be not then returned, Attila will cause 
diligent search and inquiry to be made, that his fate may 

08 
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be clearly ascertained. Attila will do justice to the son 
of PauUnus ; but if he be dead, as in these times of trou- 
ble and of pestilence he well may be, lldica will do 
Justice unto Attila/' 

Her heart sunk at his last words ; but she had gained 
80 much already that she dared not risk all again by 
reply. All she answered then was, ** God defend us 
both !" and covering her fair fkoe with her handa, she 
^ve way to the many mingled emotions that struggled 
in her breast — ^present relief — future apprehension — 
hope, never->dying, consoling hope— 4ier dark, insepara- 
ble companion, fear— the agitation of a great struggle 
iMshieved ; and the overpowering sense of success be<r 
yond her anticipations — she could not restraUi them all 
?— ehe gave way, and wept, 

^ Attila gazed upon her for several minutes in silence, 
,4UH1 then exclaimed, '* Thou art too lovely ! But be 
4BQmforted,'' be added, " thou mayst be happy yet !*' 

Thus saying, he turned, and )eft her to indulge bef 
tears in peace. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

TII]B BOWBS or MIND. 

^^ On to Rome ! on to Rome ! On to the eternal city ! 
On to the ancient capital of empires ! On to .the thn^ne 
of mighty kings of old | Attila has conquered ^tius 1 
The two mighty men have met ; and the weaker has 
given way. Attila triumphs over iEtius ! On to Rome ! 
on to Rome ! The world is open and prostrate before 
the sword of Atjttla, On to Rome ! on to Rome ! On 
to spoil, and to victory, and to trmmph !" 

Such were the cries that ran through the host of the 
Huns, as they marched on from Milan towards the de- 
voted city of the Caesars. And mighty and terrible in- 
deed was that innumerable multitude, as, composed of 
a thousaniji nations, it flowed on like an overwhelming 
4elugc upon its way. Those who stood and gazed upon 
jts wide-extended front, as, rushing on irresistible, it 

swept tto t4r pim» Qf tombardy, might weU want laa? 
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guage and figures to express the awful advance of tb^ 
barbarian world. 

The dark thunder-cloud, sweeping at onqe oyer the 
clear blue sky, and shutting out sunshine and daylight 
beneath its ominous veil, is too slow in its course, too 
unsubstantial in its form, to afford mu image of that liv- 
ing inundation. The avalanche that sweeps down the 
fiide of the Alps, overwhelming flocks, and herds, and 
icities in its way, is bqt petty when compared with the 
immense masses of that fierce and furious multitude. 
Tihe long wave of the agitated sea, when cast by the 
breath of the tempest upon the echoing shore, would 
give but a faint idea of that rushing multitude of armed 
men. 

No ! Neither bounded to a narrow space, nor gradu- 
ally and ^lowly carried forward, nor checked in its 
course and retiring to return again, did the multitudes 
of Attila advance. But, spread out from sea to sea- 
rushing onward with the swiftness of the wind — irre- 
sistible, overpowering, vast, like the dark tide of lava 
when it rushes down the channelled sides of Etna, 
came the barbarian myriads, finding brightness and 
beauty before them, and leaving darkness and desola- 
tion behind. 

Through every road, over every field, into every city, 
across every river, they passed. Like the sword of the 
destroy inj^ angel in the dwellings of the Egyptians, 
nothing seemed to stop them* nothing to impede their 
progress, even for an hour. Terror and lamentation 
went through all the land ; and the voice of weeping 
was heard from the banks of the Athesis to the Straits 
of Scylla; Ravenna, defensible as it was, was aban- 
doned in a day; and dome itself wailed in trembling 
for the approach of a new, a fiercer conqueror than 
Alaric. 

At length the tent of Attila was pitched by the side 
of a grand lake, where from its bosom flows the stream 
by whose banks the sweetest of the Roman poets sung. 
No longer simple, as when he first entered Greece, ap- 
peared the camp of the barbarian king ; no longer was 
seen the ri 'g of wagons only, and the multitude sleep- 
ing in the fresh air of night ; but there, tenia of every 
form and every hue diversified the pdain which stretches 
along, from the base of the gigantic mountains that en- 
close the stormy waves of tb^ BenacuS} tp the soft 
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green fields of the fair Mantuan land, where thie '' sil- 
ver-|rray cattle^' of which Virgil sung still bathe in Uie 
placid waters of his native Mincius. 

Far and wide as the eye could see extended that vadt 
encampment ; and the air, for many a mile, rang with 
the neighing of horses and the clan^ of arms. At the 
very junction of the lake and the river, on a high slo- 
ping ground, whence the eye of the monarch could be-* 
nold both the far plains covered by his innumerable 
host and the waters of the lake, with all its grand and 
beautiful shores, was pitched the tent of Attila, together 
with those of the persons immediately attached to the 
monarch himself: and splendid was the sight, when, 
after a night of repose, the cloudless sun of Italy rose 
up and poured its flood of splendour over one of the 
loveliest scenes of earth, living and animated with the 
figures of those wild but splendidly-attired horsemen. 

At the entrance of the tent, beside which his horse 
was held prepared, stood Attila, gazing over that thril- 
ling sight; and, strange as it may seem, there was 
something in the picturesque beauty of the scene, in the 
poetical aspect of the whole, the mighty host, the mighty 
mountains, the beaming sunrise, and the glowing lake, 
that found, even within the breast of the fierce con-^ 
queroF, a sympathizing appreciation of what is bright 
and beautiful in nature. 

He stood and gazed, and felt his soul calmed and 
soothed. 

** We will stay here to-day,** he said. " The land is 
rich and plentiful: the people will be happy in this 
place of oil and wine. We will stay here to-day ; and 
to-morrow, onward towards Rome ! But what is that ?" 
he continued, after gazing for some minutes longer, 
''What is that, winding slowly along in the distant 
country, following the road by the side of the river? 
It looks like a long train of horsemen approaching slow- 
ly, and it can hardly be any of our own tribes retoming 
at this early hour. What can* that be 1" 

No eyes, however, but his own were keen enough 
to distinguish, in the far distance, the object to which 
he pointed ; and he added, '^ Let some one be sent forth 
to see, and let no man be injured who comes to us in 
the garb of peace. This day there shall be no blood 
shed, unless our enemies seek it themselves. Here w# 
will taste repose and tranquiUity.'' 
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Several hours had elapsed ; the in3rriad8 of the Hnns 
were all awake and stirring ; thousands of wild horse- 
men were galloping over the phiin, exercising their 
horses, or practising with the javelin or the spear : and 
others on loot were moving about among the tents, in 
all the bustling activity of the moming^s duties, when 
the train which Attila had seen approaching through 
the distant country entered the Hunnish camp, and 
were Led forward- towards the tenjt of the monarch. 
Some of his own messengers, who had gone out to meet 
the strangers, hurried on before to inform him that en- 
voys fi:om the Emperor Valentininn were even then 
coming near his presence. But the monarch, who still, 
though changed iu many things, retained in some de- 
gree his contempt for pomp and show, merely ordered 
Ihe hangings of hrs tent to be drawn up, and, seating 
himsdf in the entrance, awaited the arrival of the im- 
perial ambassadors. 

At their head appeared an old man, riding on a mule ; 
and though the Huns gathered round in crowds to see 
an equipage to which they were unaccustomed, yet 
there was something so venerable and commanding in 
that old man^s air, that even the rude barbarian soldiers 
forbore to press upon him, and merely gaa;ed ; while— 
with his look now raised to heaven, as if in momentary 
supplication, now cast down upon the ground, as if in 
deep thought — he rode slowly on through the midst of 
tliat fierce and blood-accustomed host, as if fear and 
wonder were qtter strangers to his bosom. 

'After him followed a number of other men, clothed 
with princely splendour, aud mounted on fiery char- 
gers; but ever and auon their eyes were cast around 
upon the sea of dark faces that surrounded them, and 
an expression, perhaps not of fear, but certainly of 
anxiety, might be seen upon their countenances. At 
(irst the Huns demanded among themselves why the 
pld maH upon the mule rode first before the warriors ; 
but when they compared his aspect with those who 
followed, they saw that he was in his proper place. 

Last came a number of domestic servants and attend- 
ants, followed by slaves beating on a long train of 
beasts of burden ; and in the slaves might be seen — ^as 
with hard hearts and unsparing hands they struck un- 
mercifully the dumb sufibring creatures but a grade be- 
^ow themselve§—ii^ t^^em might be seen, though spring- 
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ing from a lower motiv^e, the same fearless indifference 
to the presence of the strange multitude as he who led 
them displayed from a sense of faith and duty. 

At the foot of the little hill on which stood the tent 
of Attila the multitude of the Huns paused, and fol* 
lowed the strangers no longer; and there, too, the ei>> 
voys of the emperor were directed to dismount. The 
command was instantly obeyed ; and leaving the ser* 
▼ants and the train of baggage in the hands of some of 
the officers of the camp, all the rest began to ascend 
the hill towards the presence of the monarch, who, 
seated in the door of his tent, with but a few of his 
chief leaders around him, waited above, examining the 
persons and the air of each of the strangers as he ap- 
proached. 

With a slow step, dignified, calm, and collected, that 
old man who had led the Romans climbed the hill, 
slightly bowed by age, but rather stiffened than enfee^ 
bled. He was tall and largely (iroportioned ; and his 
snovi'y hair, which, like that of the barbarians, felt not 
the steel, escafung from a cap of a peculiar form that he 
wore upon his head, flowed down in wavy curls upoa 
his shoulders. His eye, which he but once raised to* 
wards the tent of Attila as he ascended, was calm and 
mild, but full of sleeping Are ; and his step, though slow, 
was planted firmly upon the ground, giving to his 
whole demeanpur an air of resolution and of power, 
which was not without its effect on those who watched 
his advance up the mountain. 

Attila himself, as he sat in the stem silence natural 
to him, and beheld the calm and equable approach of 
the messenger of Yalentinian towards his presence, 
might wonder at that unshaken firmness which so few- 
displayed under similar circumstances. He moved not 
a muscle, however, but gazed sternly upon the envoy, 
till at length, when within ten paces of his seat, the 
great Pontiff of Rome— rfor he it was — paused in his ad- 
vance, and said to those who followed, in a full, steady 
voice, ^'Let Avienus and Trigetius come with me! 
The rest wsii here !" and then, proceeding on his way, 
he drew near to Attila. 

^* Who art thou?" demanded the barbarian king, in 
that full deep tone which was powerful and impressive, 
without being rude or al^rupt, ^'Who art thou that 
comest so boldly before Attila V 
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"i am Leo/tbe setvantof God P' replied thfe pope, 
bending his head as he pronounced the almighty 
hame. 

" Of what God 1" demanded Attila. 

" There is but one God," replied Saint Leo ; " there 
is but one God, holy, just, and true ; Lord of k)rds, and 
King of kings ! The lowest of his setvstnts am I !" 

'* Thou meanest the God of the Christians ?" said At- 
tila. 

The pope bent his head in reply, and the monarch 
proceeded. " It is M^ell," he saidj " it is well ! Now 
tell me what thoti wouldst have with Attila. Wh^ 
comest thou to itie hither, when, but a f^w short days, 
and I had come to thee T' 

"It is to prevent thy Coming that I seek thee," re- 
plied the bishop—^" it is to prevent thy coming^,- and to 
istay the stream of blood th^t is poured out before thjr 
steps. It is to stily from desolation the beautiful land 
that thou treadest like a Wine-pr'esser betieath thy feet, 
crushing all that is good and excellent, and leaving no- 
thing but the worthless refuse. It is tp 2tdjure thee, hf 
the name of God Most High, to spare his servants, and 
to turn thee from a land which his holy faith hath sanc- 
tified, and the blood of his saints mad6 sacred. I do 
adjure thee by his name to pause in the course which 
he has hitherto made victorious, lest he take thy 
istrength from thee, and destroy thee as thou hast de- 
stroyed others. Monarch!" he continued, seeing a 
jcloud gathering on the brow of Attila — " monarch ! I 
menace thee not with any human arm. Nofie has ever 
been able to resist thee successfully ; none has ever 
had power to oppose thee long : btit knoWj oh king ! that 
thou, like all others, art but an instrument in the hands 
of a mightier monarch. Thou art called the ScouRcrt: 
OF God, and verily he has used thee for the ptrrposes 
of his vengeance. With thee hath he wroug:ht destruc- 
tion, and inflicted punishment upon the faithless and 
the unrighteous. In his hand thoii hast been as the 
pestilence or the thunderbolt. Thou hast stee{)t away 
nations. Thou hast smitten down monarch£(. Thou 
hast trodden the' palace and the cottage alike, with 
the sword of the destroying angel in thy hand ; but 
now, in the name of the saiAe God, wno sent thee 
forth to conquer and to slay, I bid thee paitee and turn 
back upon thy way, lest he take thy strength from thee^ 
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and reduce thy glory into shame: ^fttfmemher, oh 
king ! remember that one who, like thee, was mighty ^ 
who, like thee, was fierce ; who, like thee, was micun- 
querable by man, trod these same plains but a few 
brief years ago ; and, as a vulture, swept the land with 
the wing of desolation. Remember how Alaric, the 
mighty and the strong, marched on at the liead of his 
innumerable hosts, and, like thee, found none to stay 
him. Remember how he heard the waniinff to pause,- 
and turn back ere he set his foot within the eternal 
city. Remember how he neglected the warning ; how; 
he despised the words ; how he conqifered Rome, and 
died. In all things but in this was he like u'titor thee f 
But in this was he unlike, for I know — and feel — and 
see — as if H were before me in a vision, that thou shall 
listen to the word of the servant of God, and sheath 
the swordj and turn back upon the way. Monarch ! i 
tell thee, and my words shaH prove true, that noner 
henceforth for^ever shatt march against Home, an(f 
place their camp round about it, and subdue it unta 
their hand, without meeting some terrible reverse;* 
without fiiiding death, or downfall, or di8hoiA)ur fol- 
low, as si|reiy as night fullows day. Some shall comer 
against it and take it, and die as soon as they leave it. 
Some shall assail it, and fall even in the hour of vic- 
tory. Some shall subdue h, and. after years of glory,- 
shall see the brfghtness of their fame tarnished with 
shame, defeat, ami oterthrow, with long and weary in- 
activity, and lingering death. But thou shalt listen tof 
the toice of warning ; thou shalt fear the name of €rod, 
and the word of God's servant, and shall turn thee back, 
and escape the pjeril of disobedience." 

Bold and striking as his words was the action which 
accompanied them; dignified, nay, sublime, was the 
e:ipression of his countenance. The dark eye filled 
with the fire of genius, the fine features beaming with 
the divine light of enthusiasm,- the lips trembling with 
the eloquence of the heart, the arms outstretched in 
passionate expostulation, the broad chest heaving un- 
der its flowing robes with the energy of lofly thoughts, 
while the fuU^ powerful, melodious voice, clear, rounded, 
unhesitating, poured forttrthe stream of words — all, all 
formed a splendid whole, such as none there present 
had ever seen before ; and the barbarian monarch him- 
self and his fierce chiefs gave ready way to the delu- 
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sions of itnagihation, and believed that they beheld an 
immediate messenger from heaven. Even when he had 
done, and remained with his firm unquailin^ gaze fixed 
upon the face of Attila, \eith eyes that sunk not to en- 
counter the look at which nations trembled, all those 
around, though the impression produced by his oratory 
perhaps faded, still looked upon him as a superior beinff, 
still waited for the answer of their own monarch with 
anxiety, perhaps with apprehension. 

But Attila, though struck and admiring, forgot not 
himself in wonder — that passion of the weak. From 
the beginning to the end, white Saint Leo spoke, the 
mighty monarch fixed upon his countenance the same 
8tern, immoveable gaze, under the influence of which 
every inferior mind gave way, every ordinary heart lost 
courage. Twice his swarthy brow slightly contracted 
as the prelate spoke those bold words which Attila'a 
ear wds seldom wont to hear ; but his face was moved 
in no other feature : and he made not an effort to stop 
the orator in the course of his eager and energetic 
speech. When he had concluded, Attila continued to 
gaze upon him thoughtfully and intently ; but, apparent- 
ly, neither scomfulfy nor displeased. 

At length he said,- "Thou hast spoken like a god; 
but know that not the gods themselves shall turn back 
Attila from his course, unless he have the justice he 
has demanded. Thou art reverenced, oh Leo ! as one 
of mighty powers — as one inspired, perhaps, by the God 
whom thou servest, with eloquence above that of mor- 
tals ; and willingly will Attila hear thee discourse on 
the matters of thy high calling, as to whether there be 
more gods than one; as to the nature of the soul of 
inan; the powers that govern him throughout life, and 
the fate that awaits him beyond the grave. On such 
matters shalt thou be listened to wiUingly, nay, more, 
with reverent ears, as becomes those who hear the 
Words of one touched by the spirit of a god. We wiU 
attend to thine exhortations in favour of Rome, to thy 
warnings in regard to those who conquer it, even to 
thy menaces against the life of Attila himself. But At- 
tila turns not aside for words ! He whom the embat- 
tled line of enemies cannot impede is not to be over- 
awed even by a holy man as tnou art. He fears not 
the sword ; he avoids not the spear. The twanging of 
the bowstring makes not his eyelids fall ; the shout of 
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the enemy is pleasant on his ear. His battle-horse 
shall bear him onward whithersoe%'er his fate directs ; 
and if the destiny of Attila lie within the gates of Rome^ 
to Rome herself and to her capital will Attila go to seek 
it. Death comes but once, and chooses hisDim time^ 
The sentence is written on high ; and so help Ine Mars 
and my good sword, as I woidd not reverse it, were it 
to be fulSlled to-morrow. My grave is already dug by 
the hand of destiny, wherever that grave is to be. And 
Ivhat matters it to Attila whether he lie beneath the 
gray olives of Italy, or the green birch^^rces by the 
Danube V 

He paused a moment, gazing thoughtfully upon the 
prelate ; and a slight smile might have been seen upon 
the hp of Ardaric, to hear his mighty leader adoptmg, 
as he went on in the career of victory, so much of his 
dwn doctrine of fatalism. 

In a moment Attila proceeded. ** Thus much I have 
spoken,'* he said. '* Looking upon thee as a messen- 
ger from the gods, and filled with the spirit of the 
knowledge of the future, willingly on these points will 
I discourse with thee at large,- seeing that in 2e11 the 
lands I have visited I have never met any one like thee. 
But if thou comest as an envoy from Valentinian — lord 
of these lands, but unto me a slave, on whose neck I 
set my foot — ^thou must speak of other things if thou 
wouldst turn me from the path which lies before me. 
Thou must speak of offerings to atone for the past ; of 
tribute to show his subjection for the future ; of the 
complete satisfaction of all my just demands. Thou 
Intist show Attila that the glory and honour of himself 
and of his people are to be maidtained and increased by 
following the course that thou wotddst have us pursue, 
ere thoti canst hope to stay these myriads on their for- 
ward wayi or turn the sword of Attila in another direc- 
tion. Do this. • Leave my justice and my honour no 
plea against hini, and I will raise lip a wall between you 
dnd the desolation of my presence. Your fields shall 
flourish in the sunshine. Your rivers shall flow with 
the accustomed wine ; the land teem with oil and bread ; 
and ye shall rear your children up in peace, safe from 
the destroying sword, till the name of Attila be no more 
than the whisper of the wind through the gorges of 
some distant mountain.'' 

A bnght and heavenly smile beamed up over the no- 
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ble features df Saint Leo, and he replied at once, with- 
outj^ll^^: hesitation, "Monarch, I will turn thee 

■>■ 

;|eomething so dignified, so majestic, so 
[e air, the tone, and the manner with which 
the''^|ltfHHr pronounced those few words, that Attila 
himself was visibly struck and surprised. ** How so V 
demanded he : " how so— how wilt thou turn me bapkl 
Wilt thou bring down fire from heaven V* 

" I will do more !" replied Saint Leo — •" I will giv© 
thee such justice that even the heart of a conqueror 
can demand no more ! Thou hast said that thou wilt 
turn back if I will satisfy thine honour and thy justice. 
I have offers for thee, which, as a minister of God^s 
word, I declare to be as full and complete satisfaction 
as ambition itself could demand. Wilt thou hear them 
now, oh king V 

" No," replied Attila, " I will not. Thou art weary 
with travel, and hast tnany years upon thy bitow. At- 
tila has kept thee too long already without offering thee 
bread and rest. This night shaft thou repose in tran- 
quillity and peace. The wine shall flow for thee, and 
the feast shall be prepared — " .Z^i^ 

Saint Leo waved his hand, " Fasting an8r|plyer," he 
cried, " fasting and prayer shall be my companions. 
Prostrate in the dust, lifting my heart unto the throne 
of God, humbly calling upon the name of my Saviour, 
beseeching the Spirit of truth to guide me aright ! With 
fasting and with prayer will I entreat the almighty Dis- 
poser of all hearts to soften thine, and change its stern 
;iature into mercy. Be it as thou hast said, oh king ! I 
will seek reposel Those who came with me have need 
pf it ; and in the mean time my words have fallen upon 
ian ear that wijl not lose them lightly. When may I 
hold further commune with thee P' 

"Two hours ere noon to-morrow,'^ replied Attila. 
" Till then, seek refreshment and repose, and Attila 
will take counsel as to the very smallest offering which 
he can receive as a propitiation to suspend his sword. 
In the mean time, I give thee unto the care of these 
my officers. Thou fearest i^ot to rest within the camp 
oftheHiinsI" 

" I am in the hand of God !" replied Saint Leo, throw* 
ing wide his arms and looking up to heaven — ** I am in 
the ha^d of God ! Why should I fear V\ 
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CHAPTER 

THE VISION AND ITS INTERPRETATION. 

There were frequent messengers came and went to 
and from the tent of Attila, and there was movement 
and agitation in the camp. Round the monarch sat hia 
tributary king8 ; and various were the different shades 
of expression which passed over the countenances of 
those fier(*e chiefs, as they listened to the words of 
their leader, and heard hU that had befallen since, on 
the preceih ng day, the great pontiff of Rome had ap- 
peared to stay them in their advance. 

" It was but a virion of the night !" said Attila — ^'* it 
was but «>me idle dream, and yet it came before me 
full, tangible, complete. There was no wandering of 
thought to other things, no confusion of fancies, no 
breaking off and begiimiiig again; hut it whs all clea^r 
^^^ deQ^|i|L accuntte and minute ; and yet it was but a 
vision, wipibB dream, which Attila will heed no more 
than he ^uld a fanciful cloud wrought into strange 
forms by the wind that bears it.'' 

** Heed no visions, oh Attila!" said Ardaric — ^'* the 
only sure vision will be the walls of Rome." 

"And yet, oh mighty king!" joined in OnegisuSi 
"one at least here present would fain hear the sub^ 
stance of the dream that disturbed thy slumbers. It 
has been held by wise men and by priests long versed 
m sacred things, that dreams come forth from the 
gods, and are one means of making their will known to 
men. I at least would fain hear what vision it was that 
broke the sleep of Aitjla." 

" And I also ! and I ! and I !" said many voices round 
as soon as the demand was made ; and le;ining his broad 
brow upon hiS' hand, with his eyes fixed thoughtfully 
upon the table at which he sat, Attila not unwillingly 
proceeded to speak as they required. 

" It seemed to me as if I had slept some hours," he 
said, " and that 1 was awakened by a noise, when, look- 
ing up, I saw all thins^s around me as I had seen them 
when I closed mine eyes. There were the hangings of 
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Ibe tent, Aere the clothing I had put off to rest, ther^ 
burnt the fpidbl^ lamp, there lay the strong sword. 
Two javelins crossed hung upon my right, and a spear 
Isiy near xae on the ground. I saw it all as distinctly 
as ere I closed my eyes that night, when lo ! the hang- 
ings of the tent werp moved, raised up ; and, without 
sound or motion of their limbs, the figures of two meQ 
approached my couch. A cloud of light environed 
them around, hiding in its blaze all things behind it. 
The lamp grew d|m as if it had not been lighted, and in 
this cloud, borne on to where I lay, the strangers came, 
clothed in strange robes, simple and unadorned, with 
hair and beards of snpw^ whiteness, and the marks of 
extreme age upon the face of each. One, however, 
was older than the other, an4 Qf coarser features, though 
there was a fire and eagerness in his large eye which 
spoke a mighty and energetic spirit, prompt in its emo- 
tions and its acts. The youngQr seemed more calm 
^d of a loftier aspect, and on his countenance wer^ 
^een the traces of high thoughts, perhaps, too, of some 
sufferings endured with fortitude, bi^t felt with keen 

Serception. A smile, bland and beautiful, sat on hii^ 
ps, and there was in his glance that quick yet thought- 
ful movement which I have seen in men, d^ep arguers 
on right and wrong, subtle in their eloquence, and pow- 
erful to untie the tangled intricacy of questions remote 
and difficylt. Around them in that cloud of light ther^ 
ishone a greater light, as if it issued forth from then) 
and from their garments ; and though they seemed of 
flesh as we are, yet there was a difference that scarcely 
can be told, bui which rendered their bodies*more glo- 
rious and pure to the ^ye than ours. I would fain have 
/stretched out my hai^d to seize my sword, but I lay as 
if chained down by adamantine bonds. I would fain 
have spp)ten, to demand who dared in such a sort to 
disturb the sleep of Attila, but my tongue refused it^ 
office, ai^d my lips moved without a sound. Approach- 
ing, as I have said, without any visible motion of their 
limbs, but borne forward by some unseen power, they 
came nesur^ and stood by the side pf my couch : there, 
gazing upon me for a moment, their pyes seemed filled 
-with pity or with sorrow, and at Ipngth the younger 
jsaid, ' Attila ! Attila ! thou hast fought, and thou hast 
conquered,, and unwittingly, but not unwillingly, thou 
tast done the will of Qod ! Now turn thee back upoA 

. P2 
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thy way, for thou shall smite this land no more. Tum 
thee back upon thy way, and hesitate not, for we are 
sent to bid thee sheath the sword, lest it fall upon thine 
own head. Turn thee back, turn thee back, and that 
speedily, as thou wouldst live and conquer still!' And 
with that the light grew faint, the figures seemed to dis- 
solve, the cloud parsed awa)r ; and I was lyin^ in my 
own tent, with the lamp burning feebly by my side, ft 
was but a vision, an idle dream, and it is passed! At- 
tila heeds it not. It whs but a vision, an unreal vision !** 

** It was a strange one though, oh mighty king !'* said 
Onegisus ; ** and 1 would fain ask yon holy man who 
came hither yesterday if he can give the interpretation 
thereof, and tell who were these that appeared unto 
thee." 

" First let those who slept in the outer tent,'* said 
Ardaric, '* be closely questioned if any one passed by 
them iti the night." 

"I hcive questioned them already," said Attila — ^**I 
have done more : I rose instantly — for my limbs and 
my mind seemed freed as if from a heavy weight — and 
drawing back the curtains that divide the tent, I found 
that no one living eould have entered without treading 
on the sleeping ^dies of those of my warriors who lay 
without. It was but a vision, an idle vision of the 
night !" 

** I put no faith in visions," said Ardaric : " they 
never visit me.' If I dream, Uis of some empty thing, 
taking fanciful shapes without regularity or continuance, 
forgotten as soon as passed. 1 put noVaith in visions." 

Attila's brow contracted slightly, but he made no re- 
ply ; and Valamir, his Gothic tributary, who had hitherto 
remained thoughtful and silent, now raised his eyes. 
"Thy vision is a strange one, oh king," he said, "and 
worthy of some consideration. More, perhaps, than 
thou thyself art willing to bestow upon it. Yet would 
I not ask the interpretation of this eloquent man, whose 
voice was heard so powerfully yesterday; for he of 
course will see therein a confirmation of his own 
warnings. There is another in the camp who may be 
better trusted. Dost thou remember, oh mighty Attila, 
a holy hermit, who dwelt in the mountains two oi^ 
three days' journey from Margus, and who — " 

" But he is dead," interrupted Attila ; ** he has becQ 
dea4 two years." 
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** Tree,* replied Valamir ; " but near him there dwelt 
another hermit, less shrewd and wise, perhaps, but, 
even more than he was, touched with the fire of the 
^ods. Wild, rash, and fearless, he speaks whatever the 
spirit prompts, and in such a man's interpretation one 
may trust his confidence. Among the train who fol* 
lowed hither this high-priest of Rome was the very man, 
and well acquainted with the manners and the languar 
ges of Us people of the North. He was wandering yes- 
terday evening through the camp ; and I myself saw him 
preaching boldly strange doctrines of other gods to a 
large crowd of Huns and Gepids. Let him be sent for* 
and to him let the vision be told. On his interpretation 
we can better rely." 

All voices applauded the proposal, and instantly was 
it executed. Messengers went forth to find the enthu** 
aiast Mizetns, and in a few minutes he stood before At- 
tila and his counsellors. He was silent as the grave 
yi^hile the vision was being told to him; but then— 
stretching forth his hands, and turning his eyes full 
upon the countenance of Attila, though not with a fixed 
and steadfast ga^e, but with a wild and rolling glance — 
he exclaimed, " Is it not simple as the light of day 1 Is 
it not open as the summer's sky ? Is it not clear as the 
waters from the rock ? What need of interpretation 1 
What need of any one to explain ? There is but one 
God, oh Attila 1 though thou and these, as slaves of 
Satan, worship stone, and wood, and iron. That God 
has been merciful to thee, oh king ! and has sent unto 
thee the apostles of his son, Peter the prince of the 
apostles, and Paul the chosen by the voice of God ! To 
thee, from another world, he has sent those, through ' 
the midst of thy sleeping guards, who, when they lived 
in this world, passed through the hands of jailers, cast 
from them the fetters of iron, and walked free through 
the prison doors of the Roman governor. To thee has 
he sent them in mercy, to turn thee back from the way 
of destruction, l^isten to their words, tread back thy 
steps, sheath thp sword, open thy heart to the word of 
God, and thou shult be safe. If thou doest not this, if 
thou goest on in rapine and injustice, shedding the blood 
of the faithful and smiting the people of Christ, lo ! I 
tell thee, when thine errand is accomplished, and the 
judgments of God wrought out, thou shalt die by some 
despised deaib ; thine ai-mies shaU melt away like snow, 
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the bodies of thy warriors slain shall rot under the sum? 
mer^s sky, and a pestilence shall go forth from their 
bones to root out those whom the sword has spared. 
Wo unto you! wo unto your mighty men, for the 
sword of the Lord is out against you, and he shall scatr 
ter you to the uttermost parts of the earth, and shall 
grind your mouths in the dirt of the earth ye have trodr- 
den so proudly, and shall cast ye forth as dead dogs, to 
be an abomination to the passer-by !*' 

More than one sword leaped frdm its sheath at those 
bold words, but the deep, thunder-like voice of Attila 
stayed them from smiting the rash enthusiast. ^' Harm 
iiim not, harm him not !" cried the monarch. • ' By the 
soul of Attila, he dies who strikes him ! Did we not bid 
him speak ? Did we not call for his words ? and shsdl 
we slay him because they are such as please us not 1 
Stranger," he continued, "thou hast spoken rashly 
among rash men, nevertheless thou art safe, and mayst 
depart !" 

M izetus turned to leave the tent ; but, ere he went, he 
raised his hand, and said, in a solemn tone, '* I grieve 
for thee^ oh Attila ! for thy fate is near !" 

" Let it come !" replied Attila-r-and the enthusiast 
departed. 

-" We have spent too much time on this thing,^^ con- 
tinued the monaurch, '* let us now turn our thoughts to 
more substantial warnings. Ardaric, my friend, as thou 
hast said, this vision was indeed but an empty dream, 
and but matter for a moment^s speculation ; but I have 
tidings for thee which thou knowest not of, for thy 
Gepidae lie high up upon the hill. There are those here, 
however, who know that between sunset last night and 
sunrise this morning, the sword of the pestilence smote 
among the warriors who lie hy the side of the river 
nearly ten thousand men !" 

Ardaric started up, and gazed ilxedly on the coun- 
tenance of Attila. 

"It is true!" said the monarch; "but this is not all, 
my friend. A fleet from Constantinople has wafted a 
new host to pur noble enemy ifitius ; nor is that aU 
either," he added, raising his voice; "the armies of 
Marcian have crossed the Danube, and cut to pieces 
three of our tribes upon the Dacian frontier. Now, 
friends and counsellors, you know the whoj^. •Tell 
me what shall be the course of Attila. Shall } go 
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Oil, and Ity Rofne in ashes t Shall I pause her«« 
and accept the tribute this priest is prepared to o^er f 
Willing: am I to do the first, willing would 1 be to do it« 
were I as sure that death would follow within a day 
as I am that tliere is a sun behind the clouds that now 
stretch Over the sky." 

** Hear what he has to offer, oh mighty king," said 
Ardaric ; ** then, if it be enough to satisfy the honour of 
Attiia and save the glory of his warriors, accept the 
conditions. Let us retire from this pestilential land« 
and then— ^" 

**" What then !" demanded Attiia, after waiting for a 
moment to let the chief conclude his sentence. 

" Nay, I know not," implied Ardaric. " Then — leQt 
IIS do whatsoever Attiia will." 

A brief smile passed like lightning across the coun» 
Cenance of the king. ** And then," he said, " and then 
—to Constantinople ! and we shall see who is to live 
or die ; who is to be a monarch, who a slave ! The 
«word of a thousand battles against the broken spear of 
a weak Roman! Methiuks the chances are unequajt 
Kings of great nations! Friends of Attiia! There is 
no need to ask what are tlie terms this Roman bishop 
firings. They are known to me already — revealed to 
me in no vision, Ardaric, but told to my messenger at 
ny demand. He offers a gift ten times in value all that 
the East and West have ever given, an annual tribute 
d«>uble.ihat which we received from Theodosius. A 
future compensation for the dowry of Honoria, and the 
restitution of all captives and fugitives from the Hun* 
nish nationi Is this sufficient 1" 

*' It is ! it is !" replied the chiefs ; and a messenger 
«vas instantly despatched to summon Saint Leo to the 
tent of the barbarian monarch. 

With the same calm dignity as before, the prelate 
presented himself before the council of Attiia, and in 
his whole demeanour there was that grand, but simple 
and unassuming majesty, which commanded the rever- 
ence, the respect — almost the love — of men of a differ- 
ent nation, creed, language, manners, habits, thoughts. 
Attiia himself rose at his approach, and, with an air not 
less in dignity, took him by the hand and placed him 
by his side. 

The pontiff felt that he had touched the heart of the 
to^bwa^i aj^d be was mote moved at having dpAO iW> 
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than had the utmost ire of that mighty king^^a king 
who feared no chastisement, acknowledged no laws but 
his own sense of right) bowed to no superior on earUi 
or in heaven — ^^than had his ire threatened the worst tor- 
tures that could be inflicted. Through the reverence 
with which he had inspired the barbarian monarch he 
saw, as through a long avenue, a number of sympathies, 
noble feelings, and generous sentiments, akin to those 
which dwelt in his own heart ; while hope stood half 
way between, and beckoned to the kindred bands to 
•unite for mighty purposes and grand endeavours. A 
moment^ reflection, however, a moment^s glance of 
the mental eye over the sad but solemn and oracular 
book of experience, showed him the falseIv)Qd of the 
siren^s tale, and made him grieve that the brighter 
feelings of the human heart, mutually perceived and 
understood, and which, could they meet and co-operate, 
would work out the blessing and happiness of thousands, 
should ever thus be stopped by obstacles insignificant, 
and totally unseen by those who attempt to pass them, 
till all their efforts for unanimity and concord a^ over- 
thrown. 

Calmly and clearly, in answer to the questions of the 
king, he recapitulated the splendid, the degrauiing offers 
of Valentinian; and he added, "This, oh king, am I 
commanded to propose : this am I authorised to pron^ 
ise. The gift is already in thy camp; the tribute 
shall soon follow; and — as a mediator between thee 
and them who suffer, standing pure and impartial under 
the eye of God, who is of no nation and of no country, 
and respecteth no man for a name — I declare that thou 
hast now offered unto thee more than thou canst claim 
aright ; more than equity could pronounce against them ; 
more thair justice can award unto thy claim. But when 
unto all this is added the great triumph of clemency, 
the mighty privilege of showing mercy, the triumphant 
glory of sparing those thou couldst destroy ; so help me 
Heaven, as I do believe that there is offered unto thee 
more than even thy conquering sword could win, more 
than thy highest ambition could desire, more tSian thy 
vastest efferts could attain! Is it mor^ glorious to 
slaughter jthan tq save 1 Is it njore mighty to destroy 
than to spare ? Is it a greater sign of power to cast 
down than to raise up ? He that saves from the slayer 
is greater than the slayer; he that shields from the 
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destroyer is Victorious over the destroyer ; and he that 
raises tip does a deed whi(ih shall last long after he who 
. casts down is forgotten ! Spare then, oh Attila, spare 
the nations ! and if in sparing them thou gainest a tri- 
umph over thyself, thou doest that which the noblest 
of thine enemies has never been able to do, and raisest 
to thyself the crowning trophy oi thy fame, under which 
shall be written by the hand of history, ' None but Attila 
gained the victory over Attila P " 

Even had he not spoken, the terms he offered would 
have been accepted ; but had they been less than they 
were, they would have been accepted under the influ=> 
ence of his voice. The gorgeous presents were brought 
up and displayed before the tent of Attila. The cold 
and the silver were poured out ; the jewels and the cloth 
of gold were displayed to the eyes of the admiring 
chiefs who cirbwded round. But Attila himself looked 
not on thenl; his eyes were either thoughtfully lifted 
to the sky, in that direction wherein lay Rome, or else 
bent down in deep reflection upon the ground, while 
traces of emotion, slight indeed in themselves, but still 
from their unusualness indicative of strong feelings 
within, might be traced upon his countenance. 

When all the gifts were displayed, he turned abruptly 
to Saint Leo, saying, "Messenger of a mighty God, 
Attila turns upon his steps. Take what thou wilt of 
these baubles, either as an offering to thy Deity or as 
a gift unto thyself!" 

"God forbid!" replied the potitiff: "the God I serve 
— ^the only . God !-^wells not in temples made with 
hands, and requires no offerings from the sons of men 
but a pure and contrite spirit, a repentant and an humble 
heart. As for me, I take no part in the spoils of my 
brethren, and I leave them to him to whom they were 
sent, and of whose forbearance they are ihe price and 
recompense.*' 

^' Thou art the first priest," cried Attila—" thou art 
the first priest of any god that ever yet 1 heard of who 
refused gold and jewels when they were offered to him 
freely." 

*'Thou hast kiioivn but few Christian priests, my 
son," replied Saint Leo, mildly. "The priests thou 
hast known were the servants of those whom we call 
devils, Manimon; or Plutus, the demon of covetous^ 
ness ; Belial, Lucifer, or Apollo, the god of pride ; Mo- 
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locb or Mars, the demon of bloodshed. The priests dt 
all these and many others, for their several purposes, 
seek wealth and splendour ; but the servants of God, 
the only true God, seek his glory, and know their own 
nnworthiness. Oh Attila, I leave thee ! 1 came unto 
thee, ^Lnowing that thou hadst a mighty name, and that 
none upon tlus earth fatad been found to conquer thee ; 
that kingH, ami princes, and warriors of great renown 
bowed down trembling before thee, and shrunk from 
the very ^ance of thine eye ; and yet I feared thee 
Mot. I go from thee now with my reverence not les- 
sened, b^t with deep sorrow at my heart, to find nobler 
qualities in thv nature ; qualities which, guiding and di- 
recting the inferior ones of courage and military skilly 
have made thee what thou art; and yet to see that 
ihose ^alities, like difamonds in some undiscovered 
mine, li^ wasting all their brightness, because they are 
not known and estimated. The knowledge of one true 
Crod, the faith in one redeeming Saviour, are all that is 
Wanting to raise Attila high above living men! I leave 
tiiose in thy camp who may show thee a light thou hast 
never yet seen. Listen unto them, oh Attila! listen 
Unto them and be saved ! Yet ! yet ! I trust the mild spir- 
it of the Almighty God will touch thy heart, and turn it 
into humility and righteousness. Then, mounting from 
the humbleness of faith, Attila will rise to a pitch of 
glory no earthly arms can ever win, and stand upon a 
point where mortal monarch never placed himself with- 
out the Spirit of the Lord to raise him up on high." 

"Thou speakest words I do not comprehend," said 
Attila, turning away. 

"€rod make them clear to thee in his own good 
time !" replied the bishop, and slowly descended the hill. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THV SOMETHING WORSE THAN DEATH. 

Wb must now turn again to Ildica ! In agony of 
heart, she sat within her tent with the spirit bowed 
4owQ and uearly broken, and the bodily frame bent and 
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shaken under the load of grief. Before her stood the 
messenger of Attila, who bore her the sad tidings of 
the loss of him she loved. Beside her stood the fair 
daughter of the dead king Bleda, and the wild enthusi* 
ast Mizetus. 

Tearless, all tearless was the bright eye of the Dal* 
matian girl, although through the clear white skin of 
the temples might be seen the blue veins swelling up 
like cords with the rushing up of the agonized blood. 

The enthusiast kept silence, and gazed on her with a 
look of deep grief; but from the dark blue eyes of 
Neva rolled profuse the large heavy tears, and in the 
sorrow of her own heart she asked many a question of 
the messenger regarding all the particulars of the fate 
of one still too dearly beloved. 

" Art thou sure," she demanded, " that the winds and 
tempests did the work of death t Art thou sure that 
the commands of Attila, more cruel, more unsparing 
than the fierce elements, had not their share V^ 

" I know nothing," replied the messenger, " but that 
which I was commanded to say. The ship perished, 
and almost all on board were drowned." 

" Almost all !" cried Ildica, starting up, and gazing 
eagerly in the man^s face—" almost all ! Then there 
is yet hope !" 

" Alas, no !" replied the messenger. " All who reached 
the land were slain upon the shore by some wandering 
bands of warriors !" 

" Even so ! even so 1" cried Ildica ; " sent on purpose 
to destroy him at his landing ! Oh, fatal beauty ! Thou 
hast caused the death of him I loved most, on earth ;" 
and she cast herself down upon the couch and hid her 
face in her robe ; while from time to time a sharp shud- 
der might be seen to pass over that fair form, as if the an- 
guish of the spirit were destroying its earthly tabernacle. 

" Art thou sure that he was in the ship ?" demanded 
Neva, still clinging to a hope. 

" Quite sure !" replied the messenger ; " presents 
from the Emperor Marcian — goods marked with the 
youth's name — ^his very clothing itself, have been 
brought into the presence of Attila." 

" Of his murderer !" said Neva ; " of his murderer!" 

The man, who was a Roman fugitive, made no reply ; 
and, after a brief pause, withdrew from the tent. 

*^What means she, maiden?" demanded Mizetus, 

Vol. II.- 
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turning to Neva ; " what means she when she says 
that her beauty has caused the death of him she loved V* 

<' Dost thou not comprehend V cried the girl, gazing 
at him through her tears ; " dost thou not know that 
Attila himself seeks her love ? Canst thou not guess 
that he took the life of him who was his happier rival V 

"Is it even so?" cried Mizetus; "alas, unhappy 
maiden ! for what art thou reserved ?" and, after gazing 
at her for a moment or two in melancholy thought, he 
left the tent, and turned his steps towards the royal pa- 
viUon of Attila himself. 

Where was that pavilion nowl No longer on the 
shores of the wild Benacus, no longer looking over the 
fertile plains of Italy, hut on the slope of the Cacpaihiao. 
mountains; am id the rude but magnificent scenery of 
the hill country. There were congregated the myriads 
of the North ; there was pitched the camp of a thou- 
sand nations, covering every rise, and sweeping down 
into every valley. BuCasMizetus wandered on among 
them, all were in movemenTrihe TTiing; a ijg^kp^ r^pf- 
d«", and the Goths, the Heruli and the Alani, were 
pouring forth slowly on foot, and mounting with a low 
rushing murmur towards the tent of AttiSi. As Uiey 
went one spoke unto the other, and the voice of com- 
plaint made itself heard. 

" Why call for us now V cried one. 

" We might even now have been revelling in Rome I" 
said another. 

" Has Attila lost his daring V asked a third. 

" Is he to be led by the smooth words of a graybeard 
in long robes ?" demanded a fourth. 

And thus they went murmuring on, till, gathering to- 
gether upon the hill-side, they covered a vast extent, 
above which again — ^with a space of many cubits be- 
tween it and them, kept clear by the officers of the 
king — towered the pavilion of their mighty chief. 
During some time the noise of coming feet was heard ; 
but at length all the men of that vast host seemed con- 
gregated there : the curtains of the tent were drawn, 
and Attila stood before them. He gave one slow 
glance around, and the loudest murmurer in the host 
cast down his eyes before that dark countenance, as if 
he feared that the monarch might see the rebellion in 
his heart, and smite him on the spot. All was hushed 
as if in death ; and then the voice of Attila was heard, 
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spreading round and round, till scarce a man in all that 
multitude could fail to catch his words. 
, " Ye have dared to murmur at the will of Attila !" he 
said. "Ye have dared to think that ye knew better 
than he did ! Ye have dared to call his wisdom weak- 
ness, because he led you away from Rome, whose 
treasures were exhausted to buy your absence ; and 
while ye thus complained, ye knew not whither he was 
leading you ! It is time that ye should hear, in order 
that shame may glow like a burning spot upon your 
brows. I lead ye to Constantinople, to the city of the 
Caesars, to the plunder of the richest capital in the uni- 
verse ! I swear," he continued, drawing his sword, as 
if moved by some sudden impulse, and holding it up on 
high before his eyes as he addressed to it his vow — " I 
swear that I will not leave one blade of grass in 
Thrace, nor one city standing, nor the wall of one for- 
tress not cast down, nor one living enemy to oppose 
my path ! This sword will I not sheath till I sheath it in 
the capital of the East. The feet of my horse shall never 
pause for more than one rising and setting of the sun, 
till I tighten the bridle in his mouth on the shores of 
the Thracian Bosphorus. I so forth to smite and to 
destroy, and I will make the land like unto one which 
has never been inhabited. I will cast down everything 
in my way ; and the vulture which follows me, to eat 
the dead bodies of mine enemies, shall not have to 
raise his wings when he snuffs their carcasses from 
afar. Ye have heard the will of Attila ! Get ye gone ! 
Sharpen your arrows, but restrain your tongues !" 

" Boaster," cried a shrill voice from the crowd, speak- 
ing in the Greek tongue, " thou sbalt die even in thy 
pride !" But the crowd had already begun to move, 
and the noise of their innumerable feet drowned the 
sounds of that warning voice. The multitude separated 
slowly; Attila re-entered his tent; and Mizetus, with 
his hands clasped, and his eyes full of wandering fire, 
bent down upon the ground, strayed away with a slow 
irregular pace along the course of a little rivulet that 
streamed down from the higher hills. He muttered to 
himself as he went, and little note did he take of the 
various groups of Huns that passed him. 

" Is it not so V he said, as he wandered on — ** is it 
not clearly so 1 Is it not the will of Heaven, distinctly 
reveading unto me the way to sav« the people of the 
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Lord ? Shall this pagan barbarian smite the faithful and 
the just ? Heaven forbid ! God has provided a remedy- 
The Lord has found a means of deliverance ! I will do 
his will ! I will work under the guidance of his spirit ! 
I will not delay, no, not an hour, but I will gird up my 
loins and be doing V^ 
•f Long he wandered on, and long he continued thus 
muttering to himself; but at length he stopped suddenly, 
and exclaiming, '^ God strengthen me T' he turned and 
took his way straight to the tent of lldica. Her attend- 
ants in the outer apartment sought to prevent his en- 
trance ; but he said, '^ I must see the Roman maiden ; I 
come to bring her consolation." And, after some delay 
and inquiry within, he was admitted. 
^-^ Neva was with her still, and the wife of Ardaric, with 
some other women of high station among the Huns, 
were also present, striving to give her consolation ; but 
lldica, with her eye all tearless and fixed upon the 
ground, sat in the midst, her hands clasped together, 
her lip silent, her features motionless, as if she heard 
not one word of all that was addressed to her. 

*^ Daughter," said Mizetus, in the pure harmonious 
tongue of her own land — "daughter, listen to me !" 

There was something in the sweet tone of the melo- 
dious Greek — ^there was something in it associated with 
home, and happiness, and early years, and the bright 
images of joys for ever gone, that seemed to startle her, 
and for a moment she looked up with a thoughtful gaze 
upon his countenance ; but the next moment she dropped 
her eyes again, and remained as silent as before. 

" Daughter, listen to me," continued the enthusiast, 
in that wild but elevated tone which will command at- 
tention if aught on earth can awaken it — " listen, for I 
bring thee consolation \ I bring thee consolation from 
on high ! It is revealed unto me that thou art reserved 
for great things, and destined to work the deliverance 
of people and of nations ! It is revealed unto me that 
by thy hand shall the faithful of the Lord be delivered, 
and that thou, in thy beauty and in thy wisdom, shall 
do more than the mighty and the great have been able 
to accomplish !" 

Still lldica gave no sign of attention. Not a feature 
in her face was moved, and she remained gazing with 
the same fixed, meditative look on one spot of the 
ground, as if utterly absorbed in deep and unbroken 
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thought. The enthusiast paused to see whether she 
heard or not, and for a moment all was silence. But 
the next ihstant, to the surprise of all, the lips of the 
fair unhappy girl were seen to move ; and, as if the 
Greek accent of Mizetus had touched the thrilling cord 
of association between her present misery and the mo- 
ment when misfortunes first began to fall upon her, re- 
calling the dark and painful moment when she left Dal- 
matia, her voice was heard singing snatches of the song 
that her mother's slaves had poured forth when they 
left behind them Aspalathos for ever : — 

"vWe leave you behind us, sweet things of the earth ; 
Our life is a race to the death from the birth ; 
We pause not to gather the flowers as they grow, 
The goal is before us, and on we must go ! 

** Fair scenes of our childhood ! dear homes of our youth 
Memorials of innocence, virtue, and truth ! 
The land of our birth, the dear mother that bore, 
We leave you behind us, we see you no more ! 

** We leave you behind us, sweet things of the earth 
Hopes, joysj and endearments, sport, pleasure, apd mirth ; 
Like a tempest-driven ship, sailing by some bright shore, 
Time hurries us onward, we see you no more !" 

And when she had done, she looked round her with a 
smile so terrible at such a moment, that every woman's 
eye there present, whether they understood the words 
or not, overflowed with tears. 

" Poor maiden !" cried Mizetus, " her heart is fearfully 
oppressed, her spirit sadly bowed down. Heavy has 
been the burden that the Lord has given her to bear, 
but great is the glory he reserves for her. Neither 
shall the mind break, nor the spirit be crushed under its 
load ; but with time, and with eare, and with consola- 
tion, this wandering ,mood shall pass away. Let us 
now, however, leave her, for the presence of many 
may irritate rather than sooth. Thou, maiden," he 
continued, turning to Neva, " thou that seemest to take 
a deeper interest than the rest, abide with her, and 
watch over her tenderly. Watch over her ! watch over 
her carefully ! for she has yet her appointed task to do." 

Thus saying he left the tent, and the women follow- 
ed, leaving Neva with Ildica sdone. The next morning 
early Mizetus took his way towards the tent of Ildica 
ere the army began its march ; but, as he advanced, a 
fipectacle arrested his progress for a moment, which th0 
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Huns themselves in passing gazed on fearfully, bm 
paused not to examine. Down from the tent of Attila 
to the bank of the rivulet extended a double row — an 
avenue, in short, of enormous crosses ; and nailed upon 
them, as had been the case in the neighbourhood of 
Verona, appeared the corpses of at least a thousand of 
the monarch's own immediate subjects. 

Among them were many of those chiefs and officers 
who had been previously believed to stand high in fa- 
vour ; and, as the various masses of the Huns passed 
by those sad memorials, the chiefs who had been 
among those to complain that he had not marched 
on Rome, and had yet escaped the terrible execution 
of that night, trembled when they beheld the ghastly 
spectacle, and thanked the gods that had preserved 
them. 

Mizetus, on the contrary, gazed fearlessly on the 
proofs of Attila's stem severity, scanned the agonized 
countenances of the dead, marked the contorted limbs, 
and murmured as he passed, *' More, more blood poured 
into the cup of vengeance ! More to be accounted for ! 
Nor is the day far distant !" 

As the enthusiast passed on, Ardaric rode by slowly 
towards the tent of Attila, gazing with a frowning brow, 
and a sad but indignant air, upon the bodies of the dead. 
With a sudden spring forward, Mizetus laid his hand 
upon his bridle-rein; but Ardaric shook it from his 
grasp, exclaiming, " Why stoppest thou me in such a 
spot as this ? Get thee hence, madman !" 

" Not so mad as he who did this deed !" replied the 
enthusiast. 

" Perhaps not," answered Ardaric ; " but the deed is 
none of mine ;" and raising his rein, he rode swiftly on. 
Mizetus proceeded on his way, and found her he 
sought sitting nearly as he had left her the day before. 
He found that she had undergone very little change. 
jShe took her food, and suflfered her garments to be 
changed mechanically ; but she spoke not, or very sel- 
dom, and then with wild and unconnected words, refer- 
ring to things apparently remote. The enthusiast re- 
mained with her long, nor ceased, during all the time of 
his stay, to pour forth, in language wild but figurative, 
and with words ready and prompt, the same uncon- 
nected and mystical exhortations to which he had given 
utterance the day before. 
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He was interrupted by the marching of the army to 
another station in its advance upon Greece ; but, ere 
he left the tent of Ildica, he saw, well pleased, that he 
had more than once gained her attention, though but 
for a moment ; and on the following day that attention 
was more fixedly obtained. The third day she listened 
to him, though she answered not ; and the fourth day 
she wept for the first time. Thenceforward, though 
she spoke but seldom, and though, when she did speak, 
there appeared in her words a difference from the ordi- 
nary train of thought, a slight deviation from that clear 
intellectual path which her mind had ever followed, yet 
in some degree she resumed her ordinary occupations, 
suffered herself to be moved on in her litter, calmly, if 
not cheerfully, and from time to time spoke a few 
words to Neva, with an effort to show her gratitude 
and regard. 

Thus passed the time till ten days after the sad news 
of Theodore's death had reached her ear, when, as they 
marched along, and she lay in her open litter, carried in 
the rear of the army, suddenly Attila himself appeared,' 
and drew up his horse beside her. He gazed upon her 
with an eye in which there shone some pity, and he 
asked, " How goes it with thee, beautiful Udica ?" 

"As well as may be, mighty monarch," she replied, 
looking firmly upon him without a trace of fear. ^ 

" Thou art better than 1 expected," said Attila,' appa- 
rently surprised at her calmness. 

" I am Detter than I had hoped or feared," she an- 
swered ; " but hope and fear are over, oh monarch !" 

" Not so," replied A ttila ; " there is still, I trust, much 
joy for thee on earth ;" and, thus saying, he rode on. 

On the evening of that day, when the tents were 
pitched, Ildica, as pale as marble, was seated in her 
own ; and leaning on the pillows of the couch, while 
Neva sat beside and held her hand, she listened to the 
old man M izetus, who, standing on the other side, read 
from an open book, and commented as he went. 

At length he closed the pages, and, gazing full upon 
her, he exclaimed, " Such is thy lot ! Such is the will 
of Heaven! Such is thy destiny! and great shall be 
thy reward ! Though thou hast suffered, and still shall • 
suffer, till the work be accomplished, thy sufferings 
shall be forgotten in the exceeding great joy of thy rec- 
ompense ! Such, such, I tell thee, is to be thy fate I" 
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" I am ready !" replied Ddica, solemnly — ^** I am pre- 
pared ! Let it come !" 

Mizetus added a few words more ; but, ere he could 
conclude the sentence, one of her attendants entered, 
and announced that a messenger from Attila awaited 
her without. Her cheek and hps turned paler still, but 
she answered calmly and at once, '* Give him admis- 
sion !" 

"Beautiful maiden," said the messenger, when he 
stood before her, " Attila greets thee well, and calls 
thee Ids beloved. He says that grief has had its due, . 
and that joy must have its day ; and he bids my poor 
tongue announce to thee that Attila has chosen thee 
for the envied station of his bride. To-morrow the 
army halts the whole day, and at the hour of sunset, ere 
Attila sits down with his warriors to the banquet, his 
bridal shall be solemnized with thee by the priests of 
his faith and of thine ! What answer shall I bear the 
king?" 

Ildica heard him with apparent calnmess ; but Neva 
felt the fingers of her beautiful hand clasp tight with 
agonized emotion on her own. 

The fair girl's lips moved, but no sound issued forth. 
Another struggle, they moved again, and her voice was ^ 
heard ! 

" Who shall resist the will of the king 1" she said, 
and bowing her head, she suffered the messenger to de- 
part. The curtain of the tent fell behind lum; and 
starting up, she fell at the feet of Mizetus. Then clasp- 
ing the old man's knees with her arms, she exclaimed. 
•* No vow ! No vow ! I can take no vow ! Save me 
from that !" 

» "Fear not," replied the hermit — "fear not, mj 
daughter ! Thou shalt take no vow. Be but a passive 
instrument in the hands of God !" 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

THE BRIDAL OF ATTILA. 

On an eminence rising above the banks of the river, 
near which the vast army of the Huns pitched its camp 
on the ensuing night, was found a splendid pavilion, 
with workmen still labouring hard to complete it, when 
the vanguard of the army reached its ground. £re At- 
tila himself arrived, the whole was finished ; and a pal- 
ace of richly-ornamented woodwork, mingled and deco- 
rated with hangings of crimson and gold, waited his ap- 
proach. 

The mood of the monarch, however, was not placa- 
ble ; and the workmen whom he had sent forward to 
prepare his abode received no token of his thanks or 
approbation, notwithstanding the skill and zeal which 
they had displayed. Those who had accompanied him 
on the way had found good cause to mark his discon- 
tented humour; and Ardaric and Yalamir, and even 
Onegisus himself, had seized the first opportunity of 
"withdrawing themselves from the side of one who 
treated all with indignity, which their free spirits could 
but ill bear. The cause of this harsh rumour might be, 
it was whispered, that Ardaric had ventured remon- 
strances, and Valamir had seconded them, which were 
displeasing to the ear of Attila ; but never before, in his 
most passionate moods, had he given way to such in- 
temperance of language as he had that day displayed 
towards two of his noblest and most disinterested sup- 
porters. An hour after their arrival, however, they re- 
ceived a summons to attend the bridal and the banquet 
of the mighty king ; and to the pavilion on the hill they 
took their way, clothed in the most splendid robes that 
the camp could supply. 

In a vast hall, decorated by crimson hanging, which 
many a tributary land had combined to furnish, stood 
Attila himself, already surrounded by a multitude of his 
officers and chiefs. To the astonishment of every one 
there present, however, the ja ttpnarch of the H ap^ ap- 
pearednot now in the plain garment ot ma ocyinian 
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ancesto^. For the first time in his life, gold, and je welS) 



and Vestures of silk covered the powerful limbs of the 
mighty conqueror. The heavy iron sword which never 
before had left his side was now no longer there. All 
the rude weapons of war were carefully excluded from 
his dress ; and jewels of inestimable value bound his 
haughty brow. 

In the same hall, at the farther end, was raised a tem- 
porary altar, festooned with green leaves and the few 
autumnal flowers which the country round could supply. 
Elevated upon that altar was seen the ponderous sword 
of the Scythian I j I gpjJ'amous in the history^ of Attila's 
ireyjCQjJroQ(L^e_an5iW Tniiiiner in which it had been 
Ibund. Beside it stood a number oftEe Scythian pneste ; 
and the steps which led to it were thickly strewed with 
leaves of the wild laurel and the hemlock. 

The countenance of Attila himself was now x;leared 
of the clouds which had obscured it ; but still, the joy 
with which it beamed as plainly testified' the change 
which his nature had lately undergone as the frowns 
that had hung upon it before. In former days, the 
countenance of Attila had been a stranger to both frowns 
and smiles. The stern passions which moved bdm then 
had wrought and struggled within the secret chambers 
of his breast alone, and no light emotions had seemed 
to affect his outward bearing. Now he was moved by 
many things ; and, in spite of all his efforts to seem 
what he had been, the emotions of his heart thrilled 
through his bodily frame, and made themselves seen 
upon the surface. 

"Where are the Christian priests 1" demanded the" 
voice of the monarch, as soon as he had spoken a few 
words to V ^amir ^and 4^^^^* ^^ ^ tone evidently in- 
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tended to soften the harsnimpression produced by his 

ill-humour of the morning — "where are the Christian 

priests !" 

" None l ^ag§ been found in the camp, oh mighty king," 

^said g dicon , comThg forward. " I have inquired in every 

JK)^ quarterraiid none have been found." 

A^ "None!" exclaimed Attila ; "none! Where is that 

^^V. \ rash priest flli^tu^ he who by a few empty words 

J(>^ provoked the wmfiof so many mighty chiefs. I have 

^ y^ seen him since in the camp. I saw him no later than 

Ak/^ \ yesterday. Let him be sent for ; and teU the bride that 
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Attila waits her coming, as the spring-earth waits for 
the rising of the morning sun." 

The messengers departed ; and then came a pause, 
dead and silent, and painful to all but those common 
spirits who saw nothing in the scene they were called 
to behold but the common festivity of a day. A f^Jaric 
and Vjtlanur gazed upon each other, but they spoke not, 
till some casual movement caused a murmur to run 
through the hall. Then, in a low voice, the latter asked 
the former, " What, think you, will be the result ?" 

" I know not," answered Ardaric ; **b ut, fro m what I A 
hear, she is n ot unwilling. Yet, from some^hance ^ 
words ^dropped' in iny wife's presence, either her mind 
wanders as that of one deprived of reason, or else 
deeper thoughts than we know of are at work within 
her brain. But lo, they come !" 

As he spoke the door of the hall was thrown open, 
and a bevy of fair young girls, strewing the way with 
flowers, entered the hall, and wound round towards the 
altar. Following them, and leaning on the arm of Neva , 
appeared the Dalmatian bride, cloth ed inrobesof WSte . 

No fear," ho agitation was m her step ; but firmly and 
easily she moved along the hall, beauty and grace shi- 
ning like a glory from every Hmb and every feature. 
Neva was far more moved than lldica ; but the counte- 
nances of both were paler than the Parian stone ; while 
from those fair, colourless faces beamed forth the beau- 
tiful eyes of each — the deep, devoted, dark-blue eyes 
of Neva, the larg e, lustrous, liqui d eye s of ll dica, shi- 



nina like "brilliant lamps from <5ut a ni^rbleTomb. 

They took but one gaze arouiidTRe hall as they en- 
tered ; but that gaze had a different effect upon each. 
With Neva it seemed to bewilder and confound : she 
dropped her eyes again instantly, and advanced with a 
wavering and uncertain step. The gaze of lldica was firm 
and calm ; though, as she beheld the scene of barbaric 
splendour that surrounded her, her brow slightly con- 
tracted ; her eye flashed for an instant with a wilder, 
perhaps a brighter fire. Slowly she turned her gaze 
towards the altar ; and, without noticing any one in the 
hall, approached deliberately the spot where the^acri- 
fice-4)lihfitselfwas to be completed. 

A numbeF^t malfons" followed; and behind them 
again came the hermit MisfituS) clad in the same wild 
xobes which he wore in the desert and on the mountain. 
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Attila turned to approach the altar; but the hermit 
advanced towards him, saying boldly, " Thou hast sent 
for me. 1 am here. What wouldst thou with me !'' 

" I have sent for thee," repUed Attila, " to perform 
between me and that maiden the nuptial ceremonies, 
according to th e customs of her people and the rites of 
Ber faithV" 

^I ain no priest, oh Attila !" answered the enthusiast. 
'* I am one touched by the finger of God, and set apart 
to speak terrible warnings and foretel great events. 
But I have neither power to loose nor to bind, to take 
up nor to cast down. No ceremonies can I perform; 
Jpr I am no priest according to any humaaJag . But 
wHat needst thoU think of pritiSLaOT ^efeiuoSes ?" he 
continued, seeing Attila stand thoughtfully before him. 
" Let the ceremony be performed _ a^cortog^tojhine 
own will. Is not the wilT of Attila' superior to all 
lawT^ 

" Thou say est right," answered Attila, advancing to 
the altar. '^ It is !" And placing himself by the side 
of the altar opposite to Ildica, he said, *' Let the rites 
proceed ! Oh beautiful Ildica, are you willing V 

Ildica raised her eyes, large, calm, liquid, shining as 
fountains of living light. She gazed on him for a mo- 
ment, and then, '^ I adjure thee, oh Attila !" she cried, 
" to tell me truth ! Is he dead ?" 

" He is !" replied Attila, emphatically. 

"Art thou certain — quite certain 1" demanded Ildica, 
still gazing in his face. 

"As certain as if my hand had slain him," replied 
Attila. 

" Ha !" said Ildica. " Even so !" 

" What sayest thou V demanded Attila. 

"That the will of the king 4s law." And she cast 
down her eyes to the ground. 

" Most beautiful and best beloved !" exclaimed Attila, 
taking her hand with a look of eager passion. *' Let 
the rites proceed." 

They did proceed ; and the strange and fanciful cere- 
monies of the pagan nuptials were begun and ended 
between Attila and Ildica ! 

Still, during the whole of that ceremony, the fair un- 
happy girl uttered not one word ; but, passive before 
the heathen altar, she stood like the victim so often 
brought there to be sacrificed. Her lips moved not ; her 
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voice was heard not; and, without either consent or 
denial, she became the bride of that dark and mighty 
king. 

The priests ceaaed jjhe cerftiryopywaR nyf>r ^ and shQ. 
still "slood-JnenOfiEure the altar, with her^hand lying, 
in that of Attila. And those who stood by and saw, 
never^fbrgot the sight of those small, white, taper fin- 
gers renting in that_brqa4lppwefru_l h length 
she lifted up her eyes, as if seeking for the heaven; 
and then her lips moved for a moment, as if in prayer. 

As was the custom, the women of the highest note 
there present surrounded her, and led her away to a 
banquet prepared for her alpne. Ildica ate one cake of 
bread, and drank one cup of wine, and then sought the 
chamber reserved for her. They would have led her 
in, and stayed with her to adorn her ; but she paused at 
the door, and bade them leave her. They hesitated, 
and urged the custom of the land. But she raised her 
head proudly, saying, " I am a Roman even here ! But 
what to you is more, I am the bride of Attila, and I 
command you, leave me ! I must spend the intervening 
time in prayer," she added, in a milder tone ; and, ceas- 
ing to urge her further, the women left her to her own 
thoughts ; and every one betook them to their homes 
again. 

In the mean while Attila-laadhis c hjefs to^ the ban- 
quet ; but, as they wentj CArdarK i and! jalamif^^ alk ed ^<A^ 
side by sid e, an d spoke together in a low" lOfle oVer thq ^^ 
sc'eHe jUSt.p3St: 

"■**Tcomprehend it not," said Ardaric ; " I understand 
it not. The memory of old affection is clearly strong 
in her heart; neither do I think that she forgets her 
country, nor believe that she is one to wed either for 
fear or for ambition ! If there should be some higher 
purpose in her bosom, yplamir i if she should meditate 
some mighty deed ? — a deed which, since Attila is no 
longer Attila, many a brave man in the camp has pon- 
dered on as the last hope of many here — a deed which, 
since safety has been banished from our tents, and the 
swords of our friends have been drawn at midnight 
against ourselves, may even have crossed my mind and 
thine V 

" Hush !" said Valamir ; " Onegisus watches us. Let 
us sit at separate tables; but humour him to the full; 
and, as he has now forgot his ancient temperance, let 

Vol. it.— R 
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him drink deep. It matters not to us whether dnmkeii«> 
ness disgrace him on this night of pageantry or not. 
Cross him not, I beseech thee, Ardaric! Thou hast 
had warning enough this day that Attila hears counsel 
no longer, even when given for the protection of his 
own honour." 

Seated at the banquet, the same scenes, or very simi- 
lar ones, took place, which we have dwelt upon before. 
The same, in all respects, except in the conduct of the 
chief actor therein. The rude poet sang the glowing 
tale of mighty deeds and great warriors in the long- 
gone past ; the jester excited the roar of ribald laughter; 
the wine flowed plenteously; the chiefs drank deep; 
but Attila, no longer calm and grave, followed each im- 
pulse of the moment — now gave way to some hasty 
wrath, now joined in the peal of merriment ; and still, 
in the deep wine-cup, provoked the emulation of his 
.yrarriors. 

It was when the night waxed late^^ and the j^nquet 
. was nearly over, that Zercq^ thfe. ne gro jestg r) who 
/ had already played his partm the halTior the amuse- 
/ ment of the guests, entered again, bearing in his hands 
an enormous cup of gold, richly gemmed at the rim and 
on the handles. The shape was beautiful ; the work- 
manship splendid ; the jewels of inestimable value ; and, 
; _as he approached Ihe rr^j nf A Uilay the ey es of ^ fcejifi^n. 
\ "^ arch, already inflamed with wine, gazed on the magnig^ 
\ v^ent vessel -witlileyes. of ympdef an d adm rfalidn. 
\ Kneeling before him, ZerconptaCed the" cup in his 
'\ hand, saying, " Behold, oh mighty king, a present just 
arrived from a dear friend and well-wisher of Attila. 
Thy messengers have just returned from the Mcesian 
frontier, and bear thee this jewelled cantharus from 
Eugenius, bishop of Margus. Happily has it come to 
grace thy bridal night." 

Attila took the cup, and gazed upon it, repeating 
thoughtfully, " From Eugenius, bishop of Margus I — the 
boy's uncle ! I will use it some other night." 

** Nay, oh mighty king !" said Zercon, " no night like 
this ; for in it you may pledge yourself to avenge the 
wrongs of him who sent it." 

"What wrongs'!" cried Attila, turning upon him 
fiercely. " I know of no wrongs that he has suffered." 

** It comes," replied Zercon, in a deep tone, " from 
the dead to the livmg ! from the impotent to the mighty ! 
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liygSDius has been put to death, by command of May-^ 
cisPf Xor admitting the Hu gs to the R oman tsjcnlpry; 
Sndthy' messengers have but escaped with life and this 
cup, which he had just given them for thee, as a pledge 
of his friendship." 

^ttila's countenance grew as dark as night. '* Take 
the cup,''Tie cried, to one of his officers; "take the cup, 
and let it be purified with fire. Then bring it to me.'' 

The attendant took the cup, and held it over a light- 
ed torch in the midst of the hall. Then, after passing 
it through water, he brought it to the monarch, who filled 
it to the brim ; and, rising from his seat, exclaimed, 
^ Pledge me, kings and mighty leaders ! Pledge me, 
in our last cup this night, dgath to ' " " 

'whoJias dared 4a--al^ Jhe frienf of Atiilal" ahd he 
drank off the wine at once. 

'ITe had hot spared the cup throughout the night ; and 
now that deep draught had a visible effect. He felt it 
himself; and, setting down the cup, leaned his head 
upon his hand for a moment ; then suddenly rose, and, 
bending slightly to his guests, quitted the hall with 
an unsteady step. Several of his chief attendants fol- 
lowed, but they returned the moment after ; and many 
of the leaders rose and left the hall, conversing in low 
voices on the varied events lately passed. Others re- 
mained, and protracted the debauch; but by the first 
hour after midnight the pavilion of the king was void 
of its guests, and all had returned to silence. 

Among the first that left the hall were Ardaric and 
Valamir ; and, as they passed through the camp of the 
sleeping Huns, they paused* for a moment beside one 
of the tents in which a light was burning, and from 
which might be heard the voice of lamentation. 

*' Hark ! Her slaves weeping over her unhappy 
fate !" said Ardaric. 

" What ! did she not take them with her?" demanded 
Valamir. 

" Not one," replied Ardaric ; " not one, I hear. JJeya. 
_ead Ble di^'s daughter, who dwells in our tents w ith my 
own cnTlBfen, reported that she went aione ; and none 
has been with her so much as Neva ! She went alone, 
Valamir : she went alone to her abhorred task, what- 
ever that task may be ! Let us early to-morrow to At- 
tila, and let us go together. My heart is not at rest !" 

Within the tent by which they stood were, as Arda • 
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ric conjectured, the slaves and attendants of Ildica, 
weeping for their mistress, who had gone forth alone^ 
Bohtary, unaided, unbefriended, in that awful hour of 
trial ; and had gone so by her own choice. Collected 
in the outer chamber of the tent she had occupied, they 
mourned as fur her funeral ; but in the inner chamber 
of that tent were others who mourned not less, but 
whose mourning was mingled with a strange agitation 
which was neither hope nor fear. 

By the light of a lamp, holding high a wooden cross^ 
stood the hermit Mizetus, and at his feet knelt the fair 
girl Neva, raising her eyes to the symbol of a new 
faith which the enthusiast had lately planted in her 
heart. Dark and obscure as was his own knowledge 
of the truth, clouded by a bewildered brain and distort- 
ed by wild fancies, he had still been able to show her a 
glimmering of the light which was afterward to shine 
upon her more fully. Both were pale and haggard, and 
moved by the anticipation of great and terrible events ; 
and as they passed there the long hours of that dread- 
ful night, the young, fair, lovely maiden kneeling at the 
feet of that old ascetic, the tears poured down her 
cheeks in torrents ; the sobs burst struggling from her 
young kind bosom ; , and often the agony and apprehen- 
sion of her heart convulsed her form as if in the grasp 
of death. 

" Fear not, fear not, my daughter ?" would the her- 
mit exclaim. " Fear not for her ! fear not for us ! 
There is a mightier power than any on the earth to 
shield us! There is a greater arm than ever drew 
mortal sword to defend us ! Even were we in the 
gates of death itself, I would bid thee fear not ; for God 
has broken the bonds of the grave asunder, and provi- 
ded a ransom to deliver us from hell itself!" Thiis did 
he speak through the livelong night, apd thus did he 
try to give her consolation and support ; still bidding 
her not to fear, till at length he said, " Fear not, maid- 
en ! fear not ! Lo, the night is past, and the morning 
is come ; and after the darkness in which we walk upon 
this earth shall come the light of a brighter day ! 
Fear not ! fear not ! I say unto you, fear not I" 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THB DEATH OF THS MIGHTY. 

All was quiet amid the splendour of the pavilion of 
Attila. Not a sound was heard within its walls, though 
the light of day had made the long morning shadows 
short, and the squadrons of Huns had for some hours 
been moving in the plains below. EUac and his forces 
had gone forth ^ith tf^^Hnwn of^yy t^ onr^^ipyf^^ new 
gr ound ap pointed for the eyenintj^ halt ; and two or three 
hundred thousand men hsUl followed some hours after. 
The heavier cavalry of the Gepids and Ostrogoths hung 
like dark clouds upon the sloping hills between which 
the river wandered; but while the Huns themselves 
continued to march on under their several leaders, ac- 
cording to the commands they had received upon the 
preceding evening, the forces of the two great auxiliary 
nations remained stationary, waiting the orders of then: 
several kings. 

Ardaric and Valamir, followed by a large train of their 
chief nobles, had ridden at an early hour to the pavilion 
of their great leader to felicitate Attila on his nuptials ; 
and now they waited with Onegisus and Edicon, in an 
inner apartment of the pavilion, which served as an an- 
techamber to that in which the mighty king reposed. 
They had remained there several hours ; and while Ar- 
daric spoke in a louder tone with Onegisus, Valamir 
conferred with Edicon apart. Doubt and anxiety, how- 
ever, were now beginning to cloud the countenances ol 
all ; and some of the inferior attendants from time to 
time looked-in, to see if the kings had yet been admitted 
to the presence of their chief. 

''This is very strange!^' said Ardaric, at length: 
" what may it mean V 

" It will soon be noon !" said Valamir ; " and it is 
more than strange that he who through life has risen 
daily with the morning light should show himself thus 
tardy." 

" It were well to wake him," said Onegisus. 

^'Ay, if he may be wakened," mattered Ardarici 

R3 
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drawing back the curtain which hung over an orna- 
mented door of woodwork. " But what is here V 

Each started forward at his sudden exclamation, and 
beheld, welling from underneath the door, like water 
from the shelf of a rock, and dabbling the rushes with 
which the floor was strewed, a stream of dark gore, 
which had been concealed by the curtain. They gazed 
upon it, and then in one another's faces for a moment ; 
and no one found a voice till Onegisus, turning suddenly 
as if to leave the chamber, exclaimed, " I will call the 
attendants ! We must force the door !" 

" On your life, Onegisus !" cried Ardaric, seizing him 
in his powerful grasp, and drawing his sword — "you 
stir not hence! We must deal with this deed alone. 
Valamir, you are with me. Edicon, I can trust in you ; 
guard yonder doorway !" 

" What would the noble Ardaric 1" cried Onegisus : 
" why grasp you me so tight, oh king 1 I seek not to 
oppose your will ; for if t judge by yon dark blood aright, 
there is none in all this camp greater than Ardaric. 
What would the mighty king with his servant ?" 

" I would nothing that is wrong, Onegisus !" replied 
Ardaric, freeing him from his grasp, as soon as he saw 
that Edicon had placed himself 'before the door which 
led to the outer halls ; " I seek nothing that is wrong ! 
I covet not the greatness that thou talkestof! I de- 
mand no pre-eminence ! Valamir, my friend, are we 
not equal in all things 1 or, if there be a difference, thou 
art superior to me in calm considerate wisdom, and no 
r^ way inferior to me either in power or right. What I 
I seek, Onegisus, is this — only this ! t] hat we who are her e 
\ present may investigate this deed alpnej and take (ioun- 
\ -, sel^c^g etn^r upon whatever exigency we may fihcin&c? 
I ^re us. Thou a*t a iiian of wisdom and or courage, 
I ^and true ever to thy word. I^wea r to m e that tluut wilt 
/ fesar apart in whatsoever wV de termine in regard to 
I tlie deeaTnat is past ; that thou wHt jom in whatever 
I report we make regarding the dark secrets of yon silent 
! chamber ; or we must find means to silence thy tongue, 
j lest it sow dissension among the host, and give us over 

j Jo the power of the enemy !" "* 

^" Willingly Will I Hwear'What you require, oh noble 
Ardaric!" replied Onegisus, "so far as regards the 
present deed ; but if dissensions come — and 1 see that 
thy fears and mine look the same way— -I will not pledge 



ATTILA. 199 

myself to take any given part. I will act freely as my 
judgment shall dictate when the time shall arrive. 
Rather than do otherwise, i would bid you plunge your 
swords into my bosom ^eyen now, and let me die before 
J t he doorway ofmy murdered master !" 

" OnegisusT^ replied Sfdaufi^, in a solemn and melan* 
choly tone, " we know npt yet what has befallen, but 
the oath that thou hast pledged is enough. None loved 
Attila better than Ardaric while Attila remained him- 
self; but we all feel that Attila has been unjust! Now 
let us seek admittance here !" and he struck upon the 
door with his clinched hand, exclaiming, " Ho ! does 
Attila sleep t What ho ! within there ! The sun stands 
high at noon !" 

There was no answer! All was as silent as the 
grave ! 

There was an awful pause, while each looked anx- 
iously in the face of the other. But then was heard a 
sound in the outer chambers, and voices in high dispute ; 
the tone of a stranger, though speaking the Hunnish 
language well, demanding entrance ; and the tongues of 
the attendants refusing him admittance. Then again 
were words spoken in the well-known voice of Theo- 
dore, the son of Paulinus, ** Out of my way ! By the 
God of battles, I will cleave thee to the jaws ! Out of 
my way, I say ! • Be it on thine own head, then, fool * 
Thou strivest with a madman ! Down !" 

Then came a heavy fall. 

'* Give him admittance, give him admittance,^' cried 
Ardaric and Valamir in a breath: "oppose him not, 
Edicon! Poor youth, he will find himself already 
avenged ;" but, as he spoke, the door burst 0|)en, and 
Theodore, with his naked sword all bloody in his hand, 
rushed in. 

" Stand all without," cried Edicon, putting back those 
who were following to seize him. " Leave us to deal 
with him. The king has not yet come forth!" and 
closing the door upon them, he drew across it the mas- 
sive wooden bar that hung beside it. 
• " Oh Ardaric, Ardaric !" cried Theodore, " hast thou 
betrayed me too 1" 

" No, on my life, dear youth," cried the King of the 
Gepidae, catching him in his powerful arms — "we 
thought thee dead — thou camest not at the time !" 

"How could I cornel" cried Theodore— " waylaid on 
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every shore, tossed by the tempest, turned back, de* 
layed — ^how could I come ? But unhand me, Ardaric, 
I am mad with injury and revenue ; and I will in to 
yonder false, faithless tyrant, and die for my revenge !" 

" Theodore,'' said Ardaric, holding him still with his 
left hand, but pointing with the other to the stream of 
blood which flowed from beneath the door of Attila's 
chamber, " either the hand of some god, or her own, 
has avenged thee and thy poor Ildica already !" 

Theodore gazed On it for a moment, and an awful 

§low of satisfaction rose in his countenance. Then 
arting forward from the grasp of Ardaric, he laid his 
hand upon the door and attempted to open it. It re- 
sisted, and, setting his powerful shoulder against it, he 
shook it with all his strength. Again he shook it to 
and fro ! The fastenings within gave way, and it burst 
open with a loud and sudden crash. Theodore took a 
step forward, and then paused, while all the others 
rushed in. 

The light streamed down from windows near the 
roof, and passing through the silken curtains, which 
both served for ornament and to exclude the air of 
night, poured softened into the chamber. It was an 
awful scene on which that calm, solemn light fell tran- 
quilly. 

r. There, on the floor, scarcely two paces from the 
door, clothed in the same splendid robes which for the 
first and last time in his life he had worn ; with the 
ie welled circle on his brow, the blazing diamonds on 
his broad chest and in his sandals, \xy the dark and 
fearful monarch of th e.ilu^ the victor"0f"TT&ousa5cl 
fields, the mighty conqueroF of unnumbered nations ! 
-Mighty no more ! Awful still ! but awful in death, and 
from a small spot on the silken vesture which covered 
that breast, wherein for so many years had lain the 
fate of empires and the destiny of a world, proceeded 
the dark stream of blood, thick and clotted, but not yet 
dried up, which had once throbbed in that lion heart, 
and now had left it cold and vacant. The ground 
irs around was flooded with the stream of gore ; his ves- 
V tiure was soaked and dabbled in it ; but it was clear that 
he had fallen at once, without an effort or a struggle ; 
for there he lay, as calm as if in sleep, with even a 
smile of joyous triumph on Ms Up, as he had entered 
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that fatal bridal chamber, which wais to be unto him the 
hall of death. 

It was an a wful sight ; but still more awful, still more 
terrible was the object on which the eye rested when 
it was raised from Attila. A few cubits beyond him« in 
a seat wherein she had evidently waited his coming, 
sat Ildica, the beautiful Dalmatian bride. On a table 
beside her stood a lamp, just dying out ; on her knee 
rested her right hand, with her foir delicate fingers 
clasped tight round the hilt of a small dagger, from the 
point of which some drops of blood had fallen upon her 
snowy garments ; her other hand grasped tight the arm 
of the chair. One of the shining tresses of her long 
dark hair had dropped from the pin that held it, and 
fallen upon her bosom ; but in all else her dress was as 
she had appeared at the altar. Her cheek, her brow, 
her neck, were clear and pale as alabaster. The only . — 
crimson left was in her lips. / 

Some have written that she was weeping, but they 
lied ! She wept not. Not a drop of moisture was in 
her eye, though its liquid light, pure and unquenched, 
beamed there as bright as ever. But those dark lus- 
trous eyes, as if the whole world had vanished from 
her thoughts, as if for her the whole universe, except 
one dark and fearful object, was annihilated, were fixed 
immoveable on the corpse of that mighty king, whom 
no warrior had been found to conquer, but who had 
fallen in the hour of joy, intemperance, and in consum- 
mate injustice, by her own weak, delicate hand. 

The blows of Ardaric upon the door, the sound of his 
voice, the crashing of the shivered fastenings, the tread 
of many feet in that awful chamber, had not roused 
her, even in the slightest degree, from that deep trance 
of overpowering thought. Her ear seemed deafened, 
her eye blind, her lips dumb, her whole form turned 
into stone, by the gorgon aspect of the just but terrible 
deed which her own hand and mighty resolution had 
achieved. 

Well might she so remain ; for the stem and resolute 
men who now stood before her, accustomed as they 
were to blood and slaughter in all the fiercest forms, 
prepared, too, as they were for the sight of death, were, 
nevertheless, overawed by that still, solemn, fearful 
scene, and stood for a space gazing silently, as if they, 
also, were petrified with the objects they beheld. 
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The first who raised his eyes from Attila was he to 
whom that dim chamber contained an object dearer far 
than any other thing on earth ; and, gazing for a mo- 
ment upon her, he exclaimed, *1Q^ ll^caj oh beloved! 
thou hast been true to me, indelaT*-^ 

The counter-charm was spoken; the beloved tones 
were heard. Ildica rinsed her eyes, started from her 
seat, gazed wildly upon him, and, with a loud^ piercing 
shriek, fell .^eiiseless at his feet. 

Theo^ofe threw his arm round her, caught her from • 
the ground, and pressing her tight to his bosom, placed 
himself opposite to the chieftains who had entered with 
him. Then raising the drawn sword, which still re- 
mained in his hand, towards the £^y, he exclaimed, 
" Almighty God, 1 thank thee even for this day ! Arda- 
ric, Valamir, Onegisus, Edicon, call in your warriors! 
call them in, and let them slay us together, for this deed 
which she has done, and in which I glory! Had her 
hand not done it, mine should have striven to do it. 
Call them in, and let them mingle our blood together. 
Thrilled with the same emotions through life, and faith- 
ful unto death, that blood may well flow forth at the 
same moment ; and still will it keep apart from that of 
Attila I Call them in ! call them in ! or, if ye be gener- 
ous, plunge your own swords in our bosoms ! Lo, here 
I drop my weapon, and offer you my throat !" 

" ^Jnegistn;" said Ardaric, " Attila has died in doing 
an injustice. What sayest thou 1" 

Onegisus paused, ana looked down, while many emo- 
tions were evidently contending in his breast. At 
length he raised his eyes to Ardaric, and said, ** It must, 
j y^ not be k nown that Attila died by the hand of a woman?" 
^ " Wisely bethought 1'^ cried Ardaficr'"'Mnrr-shaiiici 
would travel through the whole world I Let it be given 
forth that Attila has slain himself. See, she has dropped 
the dagger. Let it be laid beside him." 

"Not so," said Valamir; "that were a still greater 
shame ! Let it be said that he died from the bursting of 
his mighty heart after the intemperance of last night^s 
revel : and that we found him suffocated in his blood, 
and the bride — as all may see her carried forth — ^in a 
dead swoon from terror." 

" But what shall be her fate ?" demanded Onegisus ; 
" what shall be her doom hereafter ?" 

" Onegisu^' replied Ardaric, solemnly, " thou hast a 
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wife whom thou lovest ! thou l^ast a daughte r dear unto 
thine heart ! Look upon yon fair girl, ^nd^think she is 
thy child. Remember the terrible cause that she has 
had ; remember that her mind, as aU of us have seen, has 
wandered since the tale of this youth's death ; remember 
all that tho u w u uld st remember were she thy child, and 
then say what shall be her doom !" 

Onegisus turned away his head : and stretching forth 
his right hand, " Let her go free !" he said ; "let her go 
free ! But if it come to Ellac's ears, fearful will be the 
consequences." 

* " Fearful to those who fear him," replied Ardaric, his 
lip curling with scorn. " She shall go safe. Valamir, 
Ed icon, what say ye V 

" Let her go safe," replied Edicon. 

" She has done a great deed of sovereign justice," re- 
plied Valamir, more boldly. " Let him blame her who 
will. I give her mighty honour ! Let her go safe !" 

" All are agreed !" cried Ardaric. " Edicon, my friend, 
call up to the antechamber my train and that of Valamir, 
and let her be carried instantly hence ; not to her own 
tent though, but to mine, under the care of my wife. I 
can trust thee, Edicon, from what passed between us 
yesterday — I can trust thee. Take this ring ! Bid my 
squadrons come down hither with all speed !" 

" A flfl jiw JHa^ g Goths," added V alamir , " shall glide 
down aodfinterpoSFTfeTw^eh u s and"tlieTlu ns. Theo- 
dore, staythDU~wtih us. VaHlMr aud AARnc pledge 
their hands to thee for thy safety and the safety of thy 
bride." 

Theodore stood as one dumb; for life was a thing 
which had passed from his thoughts and his hopes, and he 
had only longed to die with her he ioved Eagerly, how- 
ever, did he grasp the hands of Ardaric and Valamir, 
and willingly did he intrust the fair inanimate form of 
that unhappy but heroic girl to the noble friends who 
had interposed to save them both. Borne upon a couch 
from that fatal chamber, he beheld her carried forth 
towards the tents of Ardaric ; and in a few minutes 
after, the faithfulness of Edicon to his trust was dis- 
played by the rapid movement of the Gepidae down to- 
-wards the pavilion. Dark and powerful, the squadrons 
swept around, while the Goths of Valamir marched on 
likewise, and cut off the spot where the corpse of the 
mighty king reposed from the great body of the Hun- 
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nish cavalry. Nor was their appearance too soon ; for 
all, by this time, within the pavilion and without, was 
a scene of clamour and confusion, which might well 
have ended in bloodshed had not the two monarchs 
possessed power at hand to enforce obedience to their 

commancfeu. .,, ,, ,.,,^ 

C The d ecease of AttilaNyas already known, and con- 
klerfl&liun -wa* spreading among the ranks of the Huns, 
The report, too, was not wanting that he had met a 
violent death ; but those only were admitted to view 
the body upon whom the chiefs who had first seen it 
coQld depend ; and the word of Onegisus satisfied the^ 
great mass of the people. Messengers, however, were 
despatched to Ellac, and the other children of the dead 
monarch, with all speed, by the chiefs of the Huns 
who had remained behind; but Ardaric and Valamir 
took every -precaution in order to meet in arms, should 
it be needful, either the natural thirst for vengeance of 
the young monarch, or the first outbursts of charac* 
teristic insolence which his newly-acquired power might 
call forth. 

Instant preparations also were made for rendering 
back unto the bosom of the earth the clay of that 
mighty being who had so long proved its scourge ; and 
the commands of the two great chieftains enjoined that 
all which barbarian splendour could effect should be done 
to give magnificence to the interment of Attila. 

Lre nightfall the messengers reached the camp of 
Ellac ; and, had they found him there, he might have re- 
turned in time to discover the manner of his father's 
death ; but Ellac had gone forth with a large train to 
enjoy one of the favonrite sports of the Huns, a torch- 
light hunting in the neighbouring forests; and he re- 
turned not to his tents till the dawn of the following 
day. Ere midday, however, he had reached the pa- 
vilion where all that remained of Attila reposed ; but, 
by that time, the body was enclosed in a triple cofiln, of 
iron, of silver, and of gold ; and if he then entertained 
a suspicion, which he probably did, the aspect of the 
united Gepidae and Goths taught him to restrain any ex- 
pression that might bring on the struggle which all men 
saw must ultimately come, before he had rendered 
himself certain of the support of all the tribes of Huns, 
and prepared all the resources of his nation. 

That support was doubtful ; those resources were by 
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him untried. ^Uag. stood beneath the crimson tent 
under which they had laid the body of Attila, and gaz 
upon the golden coffin of hismighty fiEHber; but 
voice hailed him successor ~to His power I 




CHAPTER XXin. 

THE PARTINO FOR EYER. 

A SECOND, a third day had passed, and it was night ; 
and, kneeling humbly before a small black cross, with 
tears continually streaming from her eyes, was that 
fair girl whose unhappy fate had led her from the sweet 
tranquillity of the domestic home — the home which 
love, and fancy, and hope had taught her to prize as the 
brightest lot on earth — to scenes of strife, and turbu^ 
lence, and toil, to cares imceasing, aiid to acts which, 
purcliased by the agony of her own spirit and the blast- 
mg of her own hopes, had changed the fate and wrought 
th e deliv erance of a world. 

It was night; and she wept and prayed alone. An 
hour more, and she was to be borne, guarded in safety 
by a strong band of warriors, from a camp where, with 
the light of the ensuing morning, a ceremony was to be 
performed which might well end in general bloodshed : 
and she wept and prayed in silence ; wept the blighting 
of her dearest wishes; wep t her own fate and the fate, 
of him^she laved; prayed forgiveness for an act she 
ha9 been taught to consider righteous, and holy, and 
sanctified, but for which her own heart smote her, even 
though by it she had won her own deUverance. She 
prayed forgiveness for that act, heroic, mighty, bene- 
ficial as it was ; and while the whole Christian world 
raised up the thankful hands, and praised God for their 
deliverance, she besought his pardon for the deed that 
had achieved it. 

Solemn and sad was the scene presented by that tent, 
as there, still exquisite in beauty, she knelt before the 
cross ; and the solitary lamp, casting its full light upon 
her, showed those graceful lines and lovely features too 
truly expressive of utter despair. After a while, she. 

Vol. II.- S 



206 ATTILA. 

strove to dry the fountain of her tears ; those tears, bit* 
ter as they were, had been a relief to her overloaded 
heart. She thought she heard a sound, and rose from 
before the cross. It was but to be caught in the arms 
of him she loved. 

He. pressed her to his bosom ; and for a moment she 
lay there, while joy ecstatic— joy worth years of suffer- 
ing — thrilled through her heart, and took away all power 
to speak, to think, or to resolve. 

The next instant, however, she started up, and strug^ 
gled from his arms, exclaiming wildly, " Touch me not! 
Touch me not ! Oh, Theodore, touch me not ! I am 
unworthy that thou shouldst touch me." 

Theodore paused and gazed upon her, and over his 
face their gathered the cloud of uncertainty and appre- 
hension. A doubt, a suspicion, horrible, fiery, agoni- 
zing, maddening, rushed through his brain, and he ex- 
claimed, " Oh, God ! is it possible ? Have I then lost 
my Ildica — my pure, my holy, my beloved V 

Written on his countenance, she saw the dreadful 
thought that crossed his mind ; she heard it in the deep 
despair that shook his voice. " No, no !" she crie^ 
lifting her eyes towards the sky ; " no, no ! As there is 
a God in heaven — as there is redemption for all sins — I 
am thine, thine only, thine faithfully, thine in every 
thought, in heart, mind, body ! thine alone !" 

" Then come to my arms !" cried Theodore ; " come 
to my arms, and be my own for ever, brightest, dearest, 
most beautiful, and most beloved !" 

" Oh, no, no, Theodore !" she answered, sadly ; " oh, 
no, no ! never can I be thine except in spirit and in 
love. This hand has lain in the hand of the barbarian. 
This hand has been died in the blood of his heart. 
This hand never, never can be given to thee in wedlock, 
pure, and noble, and virtuous as thou art." 

" Nay, nay, Ildica," he said, twining his arms round 
her, and pressing her closer to his bosom — " nay nay ; 
but hear me. Sit down here by your own Theodore, 
your brother, your lover, your promised husband." 

She sobbed violently, and her tears deluged his bo- 
som. " Listen to me, my Ildica," he continued, seat- 
ing himself with her on the side of the couch, and still 
pressing her to his heart. " Is my happiness nothing 
to Ildica, that now, when fate at length unites us, her 
hand should sever the dear bond for ever ?" Her only 
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answers were sobs. " Hear me," he said — " hear me, 

Ildica. TjiQB haRt Hf>nft an ^r^f; fnr whtrh a]] n^tjoniy 

bles s thee. Nor wert thou to blame for any part therein. 
Thou ha3st no other way to save thyself from a fate 
far more terrible. Thou thoughtest that I was dead ! 
Flight was impossible, resistance vain !" 

*' Listen to me, Theodore," she said, raising her head 
and looking on his face more calmly, but still sadlv and 
gloomily — "listen to me, and thou shalt see that I 
know, and have calculated, and pressed forth the honey 
from each excuse, for the act that I have committed. 
I will tell thee all — I can tell thee all — for my reason 
and my memory are now clear, and I can look back 
upon the past as upon a picture, wherein \, can se e r tfy . 
om itnagP. acting a part jflxA^m^j in mlgEty: ajid. 
a wful de eds. Listen to me, then, beloved ; and wftile 
I he nere and repose, for the last time in life, upon that 
dear resting-place whereon I had hoped to cradle all 
my after years, I will tell thee all, all the dark thoughts 
and sad memories of the past. Thou hast heard how 
my mother died, and how a violent and a raging sic k- 
n ess dep rived me fo r long of s ense. Never alter that, 
Theodore — never, after I awokelinS found myself alone 
in all the world, thee absent, my mother gone, Ammian, 
Eudochia far away — ^n^ver dp I think that my mind re- 
g^iofid ilSL tone. It was as a bow which the stronjgf 
arm of misfortune had stretched too far ;- and though it 
sprang back in a degree, it never became straight and 
P Qwerful as b efore. TheiTcassrall thehorrid visions"" 
of the biySarian's .love ; but under all those trials I 
struggled, as my Theodore might have seen and ap- 
proved. Amid them all there is not one memory that 
lies heavy at my heart. I bore up with fortitude : I re- 
sisted with courage : I pleaded, as I fancied, with suc- 
cess. But then at length, as hope, bright hope was ri- 
sing up, and telling me that a week, a day, an hour might 
bring thee to me, suddenly, and without preparation, . ^/ 
theY JtOld me thatthou wer t dead . They left me to ^^ 
believe that tFou hadsfbeeiTmurdeYed by command of 
him who sought my love. Oh God! I can scarcely 
think of it even now," she continued, clasping her hand 
lipon her forehead. 

Put, after a moment, she went on, with a deep sigh — 
" Well, there fell upon me a cloud ; 1 walked amid those 
around me as one walking in a mist. I saw little, I 
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knew little, of all that surrounded me. Brief snatches 
of what was said I understood. People came and dis- 
appeared like figures in a thick fog, and voices sounded 
in mine ear as of distant persons, that one sees not, 
heard talking in a dark night. But a mong tho se vgtiggjjt 
3vas one," and h^f^oice xose, " w KichTaugl it me a les- 
son of hig tr ifanng, which shdwecTiiie holy authority' 
fdrVJeea bF blOod, which called upon mer njgit-mia"^ 
J ^Y to deliver the earth from her scourge, Ihe naltohs'^ 
jrom their destroyer, the people v f God from thety'Ti^ 
. pi^sspr and their euemy^ if^ght and day that" voice' 
/ told me that I was the appointed, the chosen of the 
Lord, to do his will upon his adversary. It told me 
that for this I had been made hopeless and rendered 
desolate : for this I had been cast into the hands of the 
barbarians : for this had the infidel king been made to 
cast the eyes of passion upon me. Oh Theodore ! that 
voice but strengthened ideas which I had already con- 
ceived; it but nerved my heart to deeds that I had al- 
ready contemplated. I had promised ni^ mother that, 
\ in the time of trial, I would act as one oi my ancestors 
would have acted : I had promised my own heart that 
I would die sooner than suffer the love of any but thy- 
self. There was, as thou hast said, no escape ; there 
was no resistance. I was called to the sacrifice of the 
bridal by a command, not an invitation ; and I went in 
the strength of madness and despair to slay the slayer 
of my father, my husband, and my people ; to cut short 
deeds of blood by one as dark and terrible ; and to pre- 
vent the accomplishment of that fearful vow which he 
/ had made, jo layj he_Eastern world in ashes, and to 
/ leave not j, blade oi grass or a Tjying '^ijtfl 15elw^en ffij 

' t, -^^nil'^ft an'd the^ geffespont ; Tiiree rearfiiT lots Were 
laid before me, to choose which I would. They were 
^ ^ — to abhor myself for ever as the slave of Attila's foul 
^ passions — to slay myself to escape him — or to slay 
^ M"* \ °"^ i *^^^^g^ "ly rifrj^i Ti death should follow, thus 
w t i free the Christian worlapand deliver the nations from 

the'dBBttoyer. rchose, o1rThe635te, tHF" 

Ider arid the mightier deed : I chose that which I be- 
lieved was justified in self-defence, which was bene- 
ficial to the human race, which I had been told was 
pleasing unto God. I chose it with an unshrinking 
heart, a keen eye, and a steady hand. But remember, 
oh remember, that I vowed no vow ; that I promised no 
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promise unto him; that I stood passive, while they 
muttered, and they sacrificed, and never, never gave 
the hand he took. Remember, that at that very altar 
where he sealed his own fate, when solemnly adjured 
to tell the truth, he ' swore to me that thou wert dead, 
and lost to me for ever. I had no choice, I had no 
hope, I had no safety ! But when he fell and lay be-* 
fore me, the dark blood spouting from his stricken side, 
and the quivering heel smiting the ground in the ago- 
nies of death, the justification passed away ; the terri- 
ble thing that I had done absorbed all thought, and feel- 
ing, and sensation. Then immediately you rushed in. 
No, it could not be immediately, though it seemed so 
unto me ; but what passed I know not, till your voice 
called me for a moment to recollection ; and joy, and 
horror, and despair cast me senseless again.'' 

Theodore pressed her tenderly to his bosom. " And 
does not this show," he said — " does not all this show 
that thou shouldst be dearer than ever to my heart ? 
Does not this show that thou, whose every feeling 
through life has been given to me, should, through my 
future days, be the object of all my love, and care, and 
tenderness ? Yes, yes, my Ildica ; my bosom shall be 
thy resting-place, my arms thy shield, my heart thy 
sanctuary, my ear the willing listener to every sorrow 
and to every care, my voice the soother of thy griefs, 
the consolation for all thatvis painful in memory. The- 
odore will devote his life unto thee ; his every thought, 
his every hope, his every wish—" 

" Forbear, forbear, Theodore," she cried ; " for Ildi- 
ca's life must be given up to God. From this day forth 
no hour shall fly — ^but those in which He sends his 
blessed sleep to allay the fiery memories of the past — 
without some prayer for pardon, without some petition 
for light in this world of darkness, without some act of 
penitence, of adoration, of thanksgiving. What I have 
told thee, Theodore, should make thee know that in 
this I can never change; that I have thought deeply 
over all that is past; and with restored reason and a 
clear intellect,.tl^re is but one p lace for me on earth — , 
the calm and tranquil cell in some solitary sisteiH0Q9i' 
wlS^ellniiy devote, as far as love for thee wiii let me, 
fUnny thbu|hls to God. Oh, Theodore, be conlehted ! 
In IHoW thoughts tbou wilt share enough. Thou, thou 
alone art my object upon earth, round which still cling 

88 
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the gailands of sWeet flowers that fond hope and young 
affection twined in the days gone by. Oh, Theodore ! 
those flowers are all immortals; the dew of memory 
shall presenre them still, as bright as when first we 
wreathed them in the golden past. Their sweet odour 
shall still endure to perfume the very latest hours of 
life ; and let us hope — ay, let us hope, that, with a gar- 
land in our hand, a garland ol^ those same immortal 
flowers of love, we may meet ere long in heaven ! Oh, 
Theodore ! that life may have been terrible, painful, dis- 
astrous, but never can be useless, that makes us look 
forward with hope and joy to a better being and a nobler 
state.^* She gazed upward for a moment, then cast her- 
self upon his bosom and wept. 

He held her to his heart in silence, for there was a 
sacredness in her sorrow, an elevation in her purpose, 
which he dared not combat at that moment, though the 
hope of changing it was not extinct. Gladly, how- 
ever, did he hear her, after a long pause given to the 
bursting forth of that deep emotion — gladly did he hear 
her revert to a less painful, a less agitating theme. 
*'Eudochia," she said — "Eudochia and Ammian; tell 
me, Theodore, are they well and happy 1" 

" I left them so, beloved," he replied, " and trust they 
are so still ; but that is long ago, for I have been delayed 
by every disaster that can befall the traveller on his 
way. Tempest and shipwreck, storm and enemies, the 
darkness of sixteen days upon the wide sea, a host of 
/insidious foes lining the shore, obstacles which the 
/ might of man could not overcome, lortured^ impeded, 
/ Relayed me ; and I am here with scarce ten of all my 
I i bilowprfr - leift alive, and with my own life a miracle 
\ cve;n unto myself. When I left my sister and thy 
\ brother, however, they were well and happy ; she full 
\of smiles and hopes ; and he, though graver— calmer I 
should say, than he was, yet, looking thoughtful happi- 
ness whenever he gazed on his own dear bride. They 
are both happy — most happy ; and we may be so too. 
Yes, yes, my Ildica, brighter thoughts will come : I will 
see thee this night depart towards our own land with 
joy and thankfulness ; and will follow thee with a more 
rapid pace ere two days be over. We have none but 
each other left, my Ildica, to cling to in the world ; and 
our prayers, our thanksgiving, our adoration, will rise 
as gratefully to the heavenly throne, from two united 
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hearts, thankful for mutual love and^^tual happiness, 
as from two separate beings, lorn asunder when they 
loved the most, and ending in solitary misery a life that 
has already known some sorrows." 

She shook her head and murmured, " It cannot be !" 

But Theodore would not believe aught but the voice 
of hope ; and he pressed her closer to his heart. '* Hark !" 
he said, after a moment ; '* there is the litter and the 
train of horsemen that accompany thee ! Ardaric has 
fully provided for our safety till we reach the borders of 
our own land." 

There was the sound of a step in the outer tent, and . 
the curtain which divided it was raised. So often had 
misfortune stricken her, so continually«had the wave of 
evil tidings been poured upon her ear, that, even at that 
slight sound, Ildica started, crept closer to the breast of 
her lover, and gazed forward with a frightened glance 
upon the moving curtain. The form that appeared; 
however, was not one to inspire fear ; it was that of 
Neva, now pale as Ildica herself, but scarcely less 
lovely. She was covered with a mantle of furs, and a 
hood of fine sable was drawn partly over her head. 

On seeing Theodore with Ildica, she paused and hes- 
itated ; and either the lamp, flickering with the wind of 
the moving curtain, cast for a moment a red light upon 
her countenance, or else the blood mounted up into her 
cheek, and then, rushing back again, left it as pale as 
before. 

'' Ildica, dear Ildica," she said, ^gain advancing, " afl 
is ready!" 

Ildic'a's fortitude returned. It was only in anticipa- 
tion she was timid. " And must I part with thee, too, 
dear Neva?" she said; "with thee, to whom all my 
consolation during the last sad month is owing ? Must 
I part with thee, too — and for ever 1" • 

" No, Ildica, no," answered Neva. " I go with thee, 
wherever thou goest. Whatever be thy fate, dear sis- 
ter of my heart, sister in misfortune and disappointed 
hopes, with thee will I go, if it be to the uttermost parts 
of the. earth. Thy lot I will share, thy sorrows I will 
sooth, till I see thee at length rewarded with happiness; 
and then, as a distant gazer upon a beautiful scene, I 
will look on from afar, and thank God for the brightness 
of the evening." 

UdicA cast her arms around her and melted into tears ; 
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and then, sudde^ raising her head, she gazed upon the 
lovely countenance of Bleda^s daughter, and turned, as 
if with the inspifalion of sudden hope, towards Theo- 
dore. "Oh, Theodore, Theodore!" she exclaimed; 
" thou mayst he happy yet." 

He seemed to gather her meaning in a moment. 
" Hush !" he exclaimed, in a tone almost rendered 
stern by the very vehemence of his feelings. " Hush, 
hush, Ildica — ^by the sacred purity of thine own heart- 
hush !" 

He cast his arms around her, and pressed her to his 
bosom ; and then, knowing how valuable every moment 
of that night might be, he gently drew her onward to- 
wards the litter*which stood without, surrounded by a 
large body of the barbarian horsemen: Ardaric was 
there, but he gazed on Theodore and Ildica in silence ; 
and the young Roman, raising her in his arms, placed 
her himself in the double litter. He ssisted Neva to 
follow and seat herself by Ildica's side. *' Farewell, 
Neva!" he said; "gentle, excellent giri, farewell! — 
Theodore will ever love you as a brother. Ildica, my 
bride, my promised, my beloved, farewell! Ere two 
days be over, I will follow thee on thy way." 

She suffered him to embrace her again as she lay on 
the litter, and she returned the embrace. But, as her 
cheek lay on his shoulders, she murmured, " Farewell, 
beloved of my youth ! beloved shalt thou still be, even 
unto death ; but hope no vain hopes, Theodore ; Ildica 
is vowed unto prayer and unto repentance. Farewell 
for ever!" 

The titter moved on; the duH sound of the horses' 
feet was heard upon the grass ; the last horsemen filed 
away over the hills ; the sounds of the departing force 
grew fainter and more faint ; the noises of the several 
camps around rose louder on the ear ; and Ardaric laid 
his hand upon Theodore's arm, saying, "They are gone ! 
JLet us to counsel, my friend," 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THB END or. JL SAB HISTOi^Y. 

It was a fair autumn day, and the mighty clouds which 
swept from time to time over the deep hlue sky served 
not 'to lessen, but rather to increase the brightness 
of the face of nature. In the centre of the plain which 
lay between two wide sloping hills was erected a tent 
of crimson silk, the awnings of which, festooned on 
high, exposed to view, raised on a low platform, a coffin 
of burnished gold.* 

The space around, for the distance of two bowshots 
on every side, was kept clear ; but beyond the Umits of 
that open ground, in one wide-spreading ring, extended 
the dusky line of barbarian warriors, whose hands had 
carried desolation into the heart of so many sunshiny 
and prosperous lands. Deep was the phalanx of those 
dark warriors, as, each mounted on his battle-steed, 
they sat in grim array around the body of their king. 
The whole plain was occupied by their multitude ; and 
while the soldiers and chiefs themselves thus formed la 
regular order a living amphitheatre below, the women, 
the children, and the slaves swept up the hills around 
and gazed upon the awful spectacle. 

After the first confusion incident to giving form and 
array to such a vast body of men had subsided, the sad 
and solemn occasion of their meeting, the important and 
terrible events that were likely to ensue, kept even the 
rude barbarians hushed around; and though the dull 
stamping of the horses, unconscious of the cause of halt, 
raised a murmuring sound, the human voice was not 
heard throughout that might}^ host, or, at most, a low 
whisper rustled throagh the ranks. 

At length two groups separated themselves from either 
Bide, and, advancing for a short space into the arena, 
dismounted from their horses, and approached the tent 
on foot. On the one side appeared Ellac, the son of 

* Let it be understood that such particulars are not im a g in a r y^ 
AttiU was buried with the rites here described. 
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the dead king, and three of his brethren, of whom 
Ernac, the youngest, was one; while Qnegisus anA - 
y — pi'^^'stfta. a favourite o fficer of Attila^Sf "aL'tinff^ g^jJi^j^ 

J/iKO'^^r^hem towards the teotr Oil the other hand appieared 
^ AJdaric and Valamir, Theodore and Edicon, with two 

inferior chiefs of tributary nations. 

All were unarmed, as had been before agreed; and 
with branches of oak in their hands, they one by one 
entered the tent, and laid the leafy offering on the bier 
of Attila. His children and the two Hunnish chieftains 
stood on the one side of the coffin, and the two kings 
with their companions on the other ; and, after gazing 
for a time on the gold that covered the ashes of the 
mighty king, they raised their eyes to each other, and 
it was evident that but little love existed between those 
who were there face to face. 

There came an uneasy pause ; and then Ardaric, 
breaking silence, said, ^ Are we not here, oh EUac ! to 
celebrate the funeral of that mighty king who for so 
many years has led us on to battle and to victory 1 If 
80, let us plight our hands unto each other, that, for two 
days, all subjects of debate which may arise, either be- 
tween me and thee, or between the nation of the Huns 
and the confederate nations which for so long have borne 
them company in war, shall be laid aside, and that we 
shall live together for those two days as friends and 
brethren united in common love and reverence for the 
mighty dead." 

Ellac gazed at him with a fierceness that he could 
scarce subdue ; and, after a violent struggle with himself, 
replied, *' So shall it be, oh Ardaric ! when thou hast 
satisfied me of one thing. Ere I clasp the hsind of any 
man in amity, even if that amity be to last but for two 
days, I will know whether the hand offered to me be 

Eure from my father's blood. Of late thou hast been 
eard to murmur at the will of the king — to condemn 
his actions — ^to say that he was changed— 4o declare 
the executions that his will ordained, unjust : ay, and, 
meddling even in his domestic life, to oppose, till his 
own wrath was excited, his taking to his bed a pitiful 
Dalmatian girl." 

Theodore's hand grasped for the hilt of his sword; 
but, fortunately, the weapon was away. 

" On the day of my father's death," continued Ellac, 
^ comes back yonder Roman, the affianced husbanded this 
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Blight womanly toy, wherewith Attila chose to solace his 
hours of idleness. Thou and some few others are to- 
gether in the antechamber of the king when the viper 
he has nourished in his bosom returns. The king is found 
drowned in his blood. All this is strange, oh Ardaric !" 
" EUac," replied Ardaric, sternly and solemnly, " darest 
thou to accuse me of the murder of thy father, or of 
sharing in any way in his death ? Ardaric was the 
friend of Attila, but the enemy of those faults which, 
alas ! were growing but too thick upon him. But I teU 
thee, EUac, that perchance the thought of slaying At* 
tila might be more familiar to the heart of his own son 
than to the breast of Ardaric ! Silence I and hear me,'^ 
he continued, in a voice of thunder, seeinff that EUac 
was about to interrupt him — ^''sifence ! and hear me to 
an end; then answer! I know thine inm ost thniighta, p-^^ 
oh ElUac ! But here I alW^kf," Ahd he laid his broad 
hand upon the coffin, ''by the immortal gods, and by 
the blood of Attila ! that neither I nor mine, nor one 
here present with me, is guilty of the death of the 
mighty king — contrived, or aided, or executed his mur- 
der. Now, oh EUac, if thou art stiU unsatisfied, let this 
triple coffin be opened, and thou and I wiU separately 
place our hands upon the heart of Attila,^caUing on him 
to show who most conspired, longed for, thought of, 
planned the death of that great king. Then shall we 
see at whose touch his blood wUl soonest flow !" 

EUac turned awa])r his head — " It is enough," he said ; 
" thine oath wUl satisfy me !" 

A bitter and indignant smUe curled the lip of Valamir 
at his reply. " Since thou art satisfied, EUac,'* he said, 
*' pledge us thine hand that here, meeting in peace, at 
the funeral of thy father, we his friends, the companions 
of his toils, the sharers in his successes, may in peace 
also offer to his ashes the honours due to the mightiest 
monarch, the greatest conqueror, the most heroic war* 
rior that earth has ever seen or shaU see ! Pledge us 
thy hand, that for this day and the next, peace, and 
amity, and good faith shaU reign between the Huns 
and the nations we command, and let every question 
which may cause dispute or division be postponed tiU 
those days have passed." 

EUac hesitated : " Yonder is the grave," he said at 
length, pointing to a deep pit and a high mound of earth 
which had been cast up to form it. ** Yonder is the 
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grave. Thou knowest, Ardaric, that the blood of slarei 
and captives must be shed, as a sacrifice, on the spot 
where rest the bones of Attiia. Thou wouldst not send 
the spirit of the mighty king upon its long journey 
through the realms of night with no attendant shades 
around it. 1 claim a sacrifice; and as the first who 
follows the great monarch to the pastures of the dead, 
I claim the bride that he had wedded on his night of 
death ; I claim her he had made his own in the sight 
of heaven and earth, to follow him whithersoever the 
gods shall appoint him to go !" 

"Out on thee, fiend!" cried Theodore; "out on thee, 
unjust and barbarous man ! Lover of blood, faithless, 
false, and insolent ; no bride of Attila^s was she ; no 
sacrifice shalt she be tfr the demon of thy mighty father 
— to the manes of him who, had he been as pitiful and 
as contemptible as his son, would never — " 

" Hush, hush !" cried Ardaric, laying his hand upon 
his arm — " hush, hush, Theodore ! Provoke not quar- 
rel now! Ellac, what thou demandest is impossible. 
Were she even here in the camp, my honour, and the 
glorious name of Attiia himself, would demand that she 
whose hand had lain in his should be held sacred, so 
long as Ardarip had a sword to wield in her defence. 
But she is far hence. Long, long miles separate us 
from her ; and ere thou or thine could reacli her, she 
would be safe in her own land. If thou wilt swear 
peace, why well ! but seek not to delay us longer with 
vain and idle pretexts !" 

" Pretexts 4" exclaimed Ellac, furiously ; " proud 
leader, who art thou, to talk to me of pretexts ? Who 
is king here on the Pannonian soil, that thou shouldst 
beard me thus V 

" Beard thee !" cried Ardaric, with a scornful laugh, 
"^ho is king he re! whv. beardl ess hny^ Ac daric is 
kin^js wel l as thou ar t! Thy lather^s tnend. but not 
his servant; his ally,' not his subject, serving him 
well and truly from love and admiration; but owing 
him nothing, no, not an ounce of gold ! Speakest thou 
to me 4s4Lthou wert Attiia 1 Poo ^worm V know thy- 
self_better ; and if thou wouldst knowwho is king, three 
days hence I will give thee an answer— ay, suish an 
answer as The world: shall never forget ^written with 
steel, in characters of blo-^d. But let us now have 
peace ! If thou wilt now swear to deal faithfully with 
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US, say so at once. If not, lo, we monnt our horses, and 
we draw our swords. But upon thee and thine be the 
shame and th^ disgrace of dishonouring thy father's 
as hes. We offefthee "peace to perform the rites due 
to the ashes of the mighty king — take it or refuse it, 
now, and at a word." 

Ongg gus caught the arm of I BUa c as he was about 
to r^piy, and whispered with fiiff'eagerly for several 
minutes. Ellac looked down sidlenlyon the ground 
for a moment, and then, raising his eyes, repUed, " Peace! 
let it be peace jJQ r . thoge two d ay s ! I swear to keep it 
inviolate by the ashes of my father, and by the eternal 
gods. But after that, oh Ardarie, will come the trial 
between thee and me. The bofts that have conquered 
under Attila shall not be divided under his son. Let 
our strength be tried, and if thou canst break the chain 
that I will put about thy neck, thou shalt drag Ellac 
after thee. Three days hence, at the third hour after 
sunrise, I will wait for thee in the plains beside the river 
Netad, where late I pitched my tents on the day of my 
father^s death. There shalt thou find me, and if thou 
comest not to me I will seek thee, and I will bow thy 
proud head to the dust. As for yon p altry Rom^ n, if he 
come with thee, he shall find the fateThaThecIeserves. 
"Perhaps he may not die — his blood is too like water to 
be worth the spilling. Shorn, mutilated, cropped, and 
his fiesh marked with the burning steel, he shall stand 
among the slaves of Ellac, and wash the vessels from 
his master's table." 

" Ellac," answered Theodore, calmly, ** Ellac, 1 will 
come ! and if the god of battles abandon me not now, 
I will give unto thee .a better fate than that which thou 
wouldst grant to me. On the third day hence look thou 
well unto the dawning sun, for if I live thou never shalt 
see it rise again. For these two days, however, let us 
all swear peace 1" 

" We sw^ar ! we swear !" they cried, and laid their 
hands upon the bier of Attila. 

The dark squadrons began to move, a thousand horse- 
men at a time ; and with a slow and solemn pace they 
approached the tent where lay the body of the mighty 
king, wheeling round it once, with still decreasing speed, 
as if reluctant to pass for the last time before him who 
had so often led them on to victory. Ever as they 
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went, with downcast looks, they srniff to a wild and 
melancholy air the song of the departed great. 

When i^ach squadron had performed its round, it took 
Its place once more in the vast circlCi and another suc- 
ceeded and petforpned the same sad rite, till at length, 
when the sun^s course had waned to less than an hour 
of light, the whole had completed the task. Then ten 
of the greatest chieftains lifted the golden coffin, and, 
placing it on thpir crossed spears^ bore it towards the 
grave. 

As they advanced, the circle of the Huns, rendered 
skilful in such an evolution by their practice in hunting, 
grew smaller and sqaaller) pressing into a narrower 
|in^; and forth from amopg them i^ere> driven a 
crowd of pale and ghastly wretches, whQ knew the fatal 
hoqr of their immolation nigh, and yet, with vain an|l 
iruitless hopes, looked round for impossit^e escape. 
That iron ring was at length narrowed to less than a 
bowshot in diameter; and some hundred or more of 
the chief warriors pushing their horses forward, drove 
the tremblin|[ slaves on to the brink of the pit. 

The golden coffin was slowly lowered down into the 

grave, Thip§Q yfhq were behind pressed OQward to be- 
old. The swords oi" the nearpst warriors leaped from 
their sheaths, waved aboye the heads of the victims, 
and a loud and fearful shriek rang up to the o0ende4 
sky. Jewels, and gold, and precious stones were show- 
ered in from all hands among the blood and writhing 
bodies that half filled up that horrible tomb. Then 

gilftd they in the cold gray soil, till it rose in a mount 
igh above the rest of the land. They covered it witJi 
the turf they had removed. Night fell, and all was 
doftf^. 

f • * • • • 

An old man stood upon a hill and gazed, and though 
arrows fell at his feet, still he looked fof th upon a wide- 
spread grassy plain, where two mighty hosts had been 
contending, from the third hour after the dawn of day 
till the fourth houjr following noon. They had met, 
myriads upon myriads ; but now thin and scanty was 
the field, and few and weary were the combatants ; but 
still that old man gazed, and still his voice murmured 
forth, " Lord God Almighty, thou dealest righteously ! 
The slayers of all men are slain by their own swords !" 

At length, where flowed a rivulet on to the neighbour* 
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ing river, those two dark armies seemed separated for 
a space, and rolled, like two thunder-clouds ready to 
meet, at a li|;tle distance from either bank : then, like 
lightning from those clouds, sprang forth two gallant 
men, born^e on towards each other by their fiery chargers, 
as swiftly and unwearied as if throughout that day 
there had neither been fatigue nor strife. The one was 
habited as a Roman, and his steed, plunging in the 
stream, bore him to the other bank ere his adversary 
could reach it. They met ; their swords waved in the 
air ; the eyes of the beholders W^)^ dazzled ; but, in a 
moment after, the barbarian was seen bending to his 
saddle-bow. A second deep stiroka descended on his 
neck, and, falling headlong, he rolled, a corpse, upon 
the plain ! 

The Gepidas poured across the stream: the Huns 
fled in disarray ; slaughter and destruction hun|r upon 
their rear, and the mighty fabric of Attila's empire was 
at an end for ever. 



Nearly thirty years after^ when t j^e empire of the r^r— 
•\YfRt was at an end, and th e empire oTihe isasi reviveg f 4^ f 
for a time wijth a show pf false prospenty, apowerful 



mati^ (>]n<TiA<^ in th4> gpi^ndjd AJT^ of a D retofian prefec IT A •! 
wandered up one of the low hiUs whicn boraer th e It* 
Jyriaji shore. He was led by a woman, on whose fair 
countenance remained the traces pf splendid beauty ; 
and whose deep blue eyes ^till retained an expression 
of de^, devoted tenderness, though that tenderness was 
now given to the highest object of humi^n feelings. 
She was clothed in the habit of a recluse, such as was 
then common, and the way they took was towards the 
cemetery of a solitary nunnery.. The guards of the pre- 
fect remained below, but he hinaself was admitted by 
a special favour ; and, passing through the little wicket 
gate into the calm and silent spot where reposed the 
ashes of the holy and the pure, they came, after a few 
steps, to a grave covered with fresh turf. 

"She lies there!" said Neva— and Theodoi^e cast 
himself down upon the grave of Ildica, and wfipf! 
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